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THE  MONTH:  December 


Mike  DeSha 


According  to  the  National  Weather  Service,  the  big 
story  this  December  “was  the  return  of  cold  temperatures 
late  in  the  month  with  widespread  snowfall.” 

The  average  temperature  for  the  month  was  36.3°F, 
which  is  6.2°F  above  average,  making  this  month  rank  as 
the  8th  warmest  December.  Remember  last  December 
was  the  12th  warmest  December  in  the  141  years  of 
record-keeping.  This  year  below-average  monthly 
temperatures  were  recorded  only  for  April  and  November. 
The  year  2012  goes  into  the  record  books  as  having  the 
warmest  average  annual  temperature,  52.1°F,  since 
records  for  Buffalo  have  been  kept. 

Precipitation  for  the  month  totaled  3.64  inches  at  the 
airport,  0.25  inch  below  average.  The  area  was  generally 
barren  of  snow  until  a  strong  low-pressure  system 
dropped  several  inches  on  the  21st  and  a  colder 
significant  snowstorm,  arriving  on  the  26th  and  lasting 
through  the  29th,  dumped  about  a  foot  over  western  New 
York.  Snowfall  for  the  month,  essentially  from  these  two 
storms,  was  19.6  inches,  7.8  inches  below  average. 

The  temperature  of  Lake  Erie  at  Buffalo  remained  in 
the  40’s  and  was  still  42°F  on  the  25th,  tying  the  record 
high  for  that  date.  The  colder  air  at  the  end  of  the  month 
caused  the  temperature  to  drop  to  38°F  by  December 
31st. 


Waterfowl  seemed  to  appreciate  the  mild  start  to  this 
month.  Richard  Salembier  found  16  Snow  Geese  in  the 
Town  of  Carlton  on  the  1 9th  after  earlier  reporting  two  at 
Fort  Niagara  State  Park  on  the  14th.  Bill  Watson  also 
found  4  in  the  Town  of  Oakfield  on  the  6th.  Joanne  Goetz 
spotted  a  single  Brant  at  Mayville  on  the  2nd. 


Cackling  Geese  seemed  especially  abundant, 
perhaps  because  observers  are  becoming  adept  at 
sorting  through  the  flocks  and  providing  high  counts  for 
this  species.  Kurt  Fox  counted  24  in  Oakfield  on  the  3rd, 
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Watson  saw  12  on 
the  6th  and  Fox 
spotted  6  when  he 
returned  on  the 
28th.  At  Iroquois 
NWR,  Hess  saw 
1 2  on  the  6th  and 
Callaghan  found 


(Top)  California  with  Herring  Gulls  and  (Middle)  Thayer’s 
Gull  photographed  by  Jim  Pawlicki  at  Devil’s  Hole  SP  on 
Dec.  28th  and  (Bottom)  Slaty-backed  Gull  with  Great  Black- 
backed  and  Herring  Gulls  photographed  by  Willie  D’Anna  at 
Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  on  Dec.  30th. 
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six  on  the  19th.  Three 
Trumpeter  Swans 
were  seen  by 
Callaghan  on  the  23rd 
at  Tonawanda  WMA. 
Fox  saw  one  at  Oak 
Orchard  WMA  on  the 
28th. 

Andy  Guthrie  found  a 
Harlequin  Duck  at 
Goat  Island  on. 
Christmas  Da| 
the  21st  Hortor 
Callaghan  saw  220 
White-winged  Scoters 
at  Fort  Niagara  State 
Park.  McGowan 
estimated  that  there 
were  4,000 
Bufflehead  on  the  1st 
at  Front  Park  in 
Buffalo.  Watson 
counted  537 
Common  Goldeneyes 
at  Fort  Erie,  Ontario 
on  the  16th  and  600  at 
Niagara  Falls  on  the 
31st. 

Richard  Salembier 
documented  his 
sighting  of  a  single 
Barrow’s  Goldeneye 
at  Point  Breeze  on 
the  19th.  He  noted, 
“Most  prominent 
features  of  this  bird 
include  the  diagonal 
series  of  small  white 
scapular  spots;  the 
vertical  black  breast-side  “spur”;  and,  chiefly,  the  white 
crescent  on  both  sides  of  the  bird’s  face,  extending  above 
the  eyes.  The  white  crescent  on  the  sides  of  the  face,  as 
well  as  the  black  “spur”  both  eliminate  the  more  abundant 
Common  Goldeneye.” 
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Callaghan  estimated  that  there  were  1800  Red- 
breasted  Mergansers  at  Barcelona  Harbor  on  the  22nd. 
On  the  15th  Willie  D’Anna  and  Brett  Ewald  found  157 
Red-throated  Loons  and  91  Red-necked  Grebes  at 
Wilson.  Jim  and  Karen  Landau  et  al.  reported  17  Black- 
crowned  Night  Herons  on  the  Buffalo  CBC  of  the  16th. 


D’Anna  et  al.  found  three  Purple  Sandpipers  as  well 
as  a  Dunlin  in  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario,  on  the  23rd.  Guthrie 
spotted  a  Purple  Sandpiper  on  the  25th  at  Goat  Island. 
Salembier  documented  a  very  late  Wilson’s  Snipe  seen  at 
Tillman  Road  WMA  on  the  3rd. 


Gulls  this  month  provided  a  treat  for  the  community  of 
gull  watchers.  Potter  et  al.  found  a  Black-legged  Kittiwake 
at  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario,  on  the  1st  and  Yoerg  reported  a 
rare  Black-headed  Gull  at  Squaw  Island  on  the  12th  and 
15th.  Hughes  et  al.  reported  a  single  Franklin’s  Gull  on  the 
2nd  at  Lewiston.  Pawlicki  reported  a  California  and 
Thayer’s  Gull  on  the  28th  at  Devil’s  Hole  SP.  In  what 
seems  to  be  becoming  a  regular  December  event,  the 


Additional  images  of  (Top)  California  and  (Upper  Middle) 
Thayer’s  Gulls  photographed  by  Jim  Pawlicki  at  Devil’s 
Hole  SP  on  Dec.  28th,  (Bottom  Middle)  Black-throated  Blue 
Warbler  photographed  by  DiLabio  at  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario 
on  Dec.  2nd,  and  (Bottom)  White-winged  Crossbills  (with 
Am.  Goldfinch)  photographed  by  Rosenburg  at  Elma,  NY 
on  Dec.  12th. 
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rarest  of  the  gull  species  seen  was  a  Slaty-backed  Gull 
found  at  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  on  the  31rd.  I  will  let  Willie 
D’Anna  give  the  details: 

“  [Initial  observers  were]  Willie  D’Anna,  Betsy  Potter, 
Jean  Iron,  Ron  Pittaway,  Declan  Troy,  Ross  Harris, 

Celeste  Morien,  Kim  Hartquist.  Kevin  McLaughlin 
watched  it  with  us  for  the  last  15  minutes  or  so.  Kim 
showed  the  bird  to  me  in  her  scope  and  I  immediately 
suggested  it  might  be  a  Slaty-backed  Gull  and  got 
everyone  on  it.  After  some  study  we  were  all  convinced 
that  it  was.  This  bird  was  close  to  the  size  of  the  Herring 
Gulls,  appearing  slightly  larger  than  a  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull  seen  nearby  (but  not  in  the  same  field  of 
view)  and  quite  a  bit  smaller  than  a  couple  of  Great 
Black-backed  Gulls  that  it  was  between.  The  bill  size  and 
shape  was  comparable  to  the  Herring  Gulls.  Due  to  the 
distance  I  was  unable  to  make  more  precise  bill-size  and 
shape  comparisons.  This  bird  was  relatively  short-winged 
-  I  could  not  count  primary  tips  beyond  the  tail  but  I  have 
studied  this  feature  on  many  gulls  at  varying  distances 
and  this  bird  was  clearly  shorter-winged.  The  back  and 
wings  were  dark  gray,  paler  than  the  Great  Black-backed 
Gulls  and  very  slightly  darker  than  the  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull.  As  it  stood,  the  broad  white  tertial  crescent 
and  scapular  crescent  were  obvious  and  larger  than  all  of 
the  other  adult  gulls  around  it.  The  white  apical  spots  on 
the  outer  primaries  were  also  larger  than  on  the  other 
birds  in  the  area.  The  head  and  neck  were  white-based 
with  dark  streaking  that  was  not  as  heavy  as  on  most 
other  individuals  of  this  species  that  I  have  seen  but  there 
was  still  some  dark  streaking  concentrated  close  to  and 
around  the  eye,  which  helped  to  set  off  the  pale  irides. 

The  ventral  body,  rump,  and  tail  were  unmarked  white. 
The  spread  wing  showed  a  little  black  near  the  wingtips 
and  a  “string  of  pearls”  on  the  upper  side  of  the  outer 
primaries.  This  feature  was  marked  by  white  mirrors  on 
plO  and  p9  and  white  subapical  spots,  or  tongue-tips,  on 
p8,  p7,  and  p6.  Note  that  I  did  not  specifically  note  these 
features  on  each  primary  but  this  is  what  I  assume  to  be 
the  case  based  upon  my  brief  views  of  the  string  of 
pearls.  I  was  unable  to  note  the  pattern  on  the  underside 
of  the  outer  primaries  and  can  only  say  that  the  underside 
of  the  flight  feathers  was  gray,  much  darker  than  on  a 
Herring  Gull  and  paler  than  on  a  Great  Black-backed 
Gull.  The  bill  was  yellowish  with  a  relatively  thick  black 
subterminal  band-like  mark  on  the  lower  mandible  that 
extended  well  up  onto  the  upper  mandible.  I  could  not  tell 
if  this  mark  reached  the  culmen.  This  feature  caused  us 
to  question  whether  this  bird  was  actually  an  adult  but  the 
plumage  did  not  show  any  signs  of  immaturity.  The  legs 
and  feet  were  rich  reddish  pink.” 

Black  Vultures  were  again  hanging  out  this  December 
at  Lewiston,  the  third  December  occurrence  of  Black 
Vulture  in  our  region.  D’Anna  saw  three  on  the  10th  and 
Horton  found  one  on  the  21st. 

Some  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows  remained  on 
Goat  Island  through  the  early  part  of  December.  Genter  et 
al.  found  five  on  the  1st  and  D’Anna  and  Potter  saw  three 
on  the  14th. 

On  the  1st,  along  the  Canadian  side  of  the  Niagara 
River  immediately  behind  the  old  gatehouse  building,  a 
lingering  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  was  a  nice  find  for 
Rick  Thornton,  who  provided  the  verification,  and  other 
observers  Nancy  Smith,  Jean  Iron  and  Bruce  DiLabio.  At 


the  end  of  the  month  on  the  31st,  Mark  Jennings  was 
surprised  to  find  a  Savannah  Sparrow  on  his  Niagara 
Falls  CBC  route  along  the  Niagara  River.  It  was  the  first 
time  he  ever  saw  this  species  on  this  route  after  covering 
it  for  27  years. 

The  winter  finch  irruption  continued  unabated  in 
December.  Some  high  counts  for  this  month  included  six 
Pine  Grosbeaks  seen  by  the  Landau’s  on  the  1st  at 
Golden  Hill  State  Park  and  20  seen  by  Ziemba  at  Point 
Gratiot  on  the  6th.  Alec  Humann  found  three  Red 
Crossbills  in  Buffalo  on  the  3rd.  The  Landau’s  counted  13 
White-winged  Crossbills  in  Boston  on  the  3rd.  Common 
Redpolls  were  found  everywhere;  Celeste  Morien 
counted  119  Common  Redpolls  in  Barre.  Pine  Siskins 
were  found  throughout.  On  the  15th,  the  Rosenburgs  saw 
40  in  Elma  and  Betsy  Potter  spotted  26  in  Wilson. 


Statisticians  Note  Regarding  Addenda 
and  the  Year  (2012)  in  Review 

Mike  Morgante 

There  were  only  a  few  noteworthy  records  included  in 
the  2012  addenda  and  no  new  species  for  the  year.  The 
Statisticians  have  decided  to  accept  the  30  October  2012 
verification  reports  from  Jim  Pawlicki  and  Joe  Mitchell  as 
Leach’s  Storm-Petrel,  thus  changing  from  the  previously 
accepted  ‘Storm-Petrel  species’.  Leach’s  Storm-Petrel  is 
a  new  species  for  the  B.O.S.  Study  Area. 

The  2012  species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids 
total  is  295,  which  is  the  highest  total  since  I  started 
keeping  track  in  2008.  I’m  curious  how  this  total 
compares  to  previous  years.  If  anyone  is  interested  in 
digging  through  old  issues  of  The  Prothonotary  I’d  be 
interested  to  learn  if  BOS  has  ever  had  more  than  295  or 
reached  300  species  in  a  year. 

There  were  several  species  on  the  recently  revised 
B.O.S.  field  checklist  that  were  not  recorded  in  2012 
including:  Hudsonian  Godwit  (not  reported  since  2009), 
Red  Knot  (species  has  been  declining  for  years),  Red 
Phalarope,  Worm-eating  Warbler,  Lawrence’s  Warbler, 
and  Kentucky  Warbler.  Henslow’s  Sparrow  went 
unreported  again  (not  reported  since  at  least  2007).  Fish 
Crow  and  Leach’s  Storm-Petrel  was  documented  for  the 
first  time  in  the  B.O.S.  Study  Area  in  2012.  Very  rare 
species  with  accepted  records  in  2012  included:  Pacific 
Loon,  Brown  Pelican,  Little  Blue  Heron,  Glossy  Ibis, 
White-faced  Ibis,  Swallow-tailed  Kite,  Pomarine  Jaeger, 
Slaty-backed  Gull,  Ross’s  Gull,  Western  Kingbird,  Cave 
Swallow,  Lark  Sparrow,  and  Nelson’s  Sparrow. 

The  Statisticians  appreciate  all  those  that  submitted 
sightings  in  this  past  year.  Your  contributions  make  up  the 
noteworthy  records  and  the  ornithological  record  of  the 
Society.  Bruce  Chilton  deserves  much  kudos  for  the 
many  hours  he  spends  compiling  the  sightings  from  your 
e-mails,  letters,  and  the  eBird  records  summary  I  send 
him  each  month.  We  also  appreciate  the  many  others 
that  helped  us  solicit  and/or  obtain  verification  reports. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Date  Guide 
to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (8th  Edition  -  Revised  2009)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high  counts  for  the 
species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting  methods  used  by 
observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  or  juv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Bruce  Chilton  88 
Pryor  Ave.,  Tonawanda,  NY  14150;  Email:  BChi314159@aol.com 


Species 

December 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Snow  Goose 

6 

4 

Oakfield 

Watson 

M 

14 

2 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Salembier 

U 

19 

16 

Carlton 

Salembier 

Brant 

2 

1 

Mayville 

Goetz 

Cackling  Goose 

3;  6;  28 

24;  12;  6 

Oakfield 

Fox;  Watson;  Fox 

u 

5;  19 

12;  6 

Iroquois  NWR 

Hess;  Callaghan 

u 

9 

1 

Attica  Reservoir 

Fox 

u 

16 

1 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 

Holmes 

u 

19 

1 

Lyndon  ville 

Salembier 

Mute  Swan 

1 

5 

Lewiston 

Guthrie 

cl 

19 

1 

Point  Breeze 

Salembier 

u 

24 

4 

Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

Sharon 

Trumpeter  Swan 

23 

3 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Callaghan 

u 

28 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Fox 

Tundra  Swan 

6;  16 

150;  265 

Grand  1. 

Lazarczyk;  Watson 

u 

28 

70 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

u 

28 

170 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon 

M 

31 

199 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

« 

1  -23 

1  -8 

Throughout  WNY 

3  other  records 

Wood  Duck 

6 

14 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

a 

6,21 

1,  1 

Beaver  Meadow  Aud. 

Kerr,  L.  Smith 

u 

29 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Gadwall 

3,  13 

26,  46 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

u 

4,  19 

24,  36 

TifftNP 

Watson 

u 

6 

21 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

a 

20 

53 

North  Harmony 

Berry 

American  Wigeon 

15 

1 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 

Holmes 

American  Black  Duck 

1,  15,  16 

6,  17,  12 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 

Holmes 

u 

3 

35 

Oakfield 

Fox 

u 

6 

14 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

u 

28 

100 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon 

Northern  Shoveler 

1;  13 

31;  39 

Iroquois  NWR 

Holmes;  Morien 

u 

4,6 

1,2 

TifftNP 

Watson 

u 

6;  23 

2;  2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson;  Dart,  Beattie 

u 

28 

11 

Oakfield 

Fox 

Northern  Pintail 

9 

1 

Attica  Reservoir 

Fox 

a 

27 

5 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon 

u 

30 

1 

Goat  1. 

Guthrie 

Green-winged  Teal 

6 

5 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

u 

13 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

28 

3 

Goat  1. 

Foucart 

Redhead 

15 

132 

Wilson 

D’Anna,  Ewald 

u 

31 

20 

Niagara  Fails 

Watson 

Ring-necked  Duck 

1 

3 

Darien  Lakes  SP 

Holmes 

a 

4 

2 

TifftNP 

Watson 

Lesser  Scaup 

6 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Harlequin  Duck 

25 

1 

Goat  1. 

Guthrie 

4 


$P$Qi3? 

December 

Number 

Location 

Observes) 

Surf  Scoter 

14 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Salembier 

tt 

15 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna,  Ewald 

u 

19 

2 

Point  Breeze 

Salembier 

u 

31 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  SP 

D’Anna,  Guthrie 

White-winged  Scoter 

16 

19 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Watson 

tt 

21 

220 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Horton,  Callaghan 

Black  Scoter 

15 

3 

Wilson 

D’Anna,  Ewald 

tt 

16;  26 

1;  1 

Niagara  Falls 

Callaghan;  Platt 

tf 

19 

6 

Point  Breeze 

Salembier 

tt 

28 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Ziemba 

a 

31 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  SP 

D’Anna,  Guthrie 

Bufflehead 

1 

4000 

Front  Park,  Bflo. 

McGowan 

a 

22 

50 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

Common  Goldeneye 

16 

537 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Watson 

« 

31 

600 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

Barrow’s  Goldeneye 

19 

1 

Point  Breeze 

Salembier 

Hooded  Merganser 

4,  19 

71,  76 

TifftNP 

Watson 

u 

9 

59 

Attica  Reservoir 

Fox 

tt 

13 

36 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

« 

16 

43 

Chippawa  (Ont) 

Watson 

tt 

22 

30 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

22 

1800 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Callaghan 

Ruddy  Duck 

3,  5;  23 

85,  98;  10 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox;  Beattie 

tt 

4,  19 

5,2 

TifftNP 

Watson 

M 

7 

42 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

tt 

14 

200 

Lakewood 

Jewett 

Wild  Turkey 

30 

60 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Red-throated  Loon 

15 

157 

Wilson 

D’Anna,  Ewald 

M 

31 

5 

Porter 

Morgante 

tt 

31 

29 

Four  Mile  Creek  SP 

D’Anna,  Guthrie 

Common  Loon 

15 

22 

Wilson 

D’Anna,  Ewald 

tt 

31 

2 

Four  Mile  Creek  SP 

D’Anna,  Guthrie 

Red-necked  Grebe 

14 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Salembier 

tt 

15 

91 

Wilson 

D’Anna,  Ewald 

tt 

16 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Watson,  Brenner 

Great  Blue  Heron 

28 

25 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

Black-cr.  Night-Heron 

16 

17 

Buffalo 

J&K  Landau  et  al 

Black  Vulture 

10:21 

3;  1 

Lewiston 

D’Anna;  Horton 

Turkey  Vulture 

10 

16 

Lewiston 

D’Anna 

m 

31 

1 

Porter 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Bald  Eagle 

1;  5;  6 

1;  1;  2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Holmes;  Hess;  Watson 

tt 

12,  22,  28 

2,1,4 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

« 

19 

2 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Watson 

tt 

25 

2 

Strawberry  1. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Northern  Harrier 

5;  9,  19 

2;  4;  3 

Shelby 

Hess;  Morien;  Salembier 

M 

16 

4 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Watson,  Brenner 

tf 

21 

1 

Elma 

Andrle 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

27 

1 

Jamestown 

Berry 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

1 

1 

Somerset 

J&K  Landau,  Wojewodzki 

a 

23 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Callaghan 

tt 

23 

2 

John  White  WMA 

Callaghan 

American  Coot 

1 

62 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Sharon 

M 

22 

103 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Callaghan 

Killdeer 

3 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morien 

Purple  Sandpiper 

23 

3 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

D’Anna  et  al 

tt 

25 

1 

Goat  1. 

Guthrie 

Dunlin 

23 

1 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

D’Anna  et  al 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

1 

Tillman  Road  WMA 

Salembier 

Black-legged  Kittiwake 

1 

1 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Potter  et  al 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

1 

3000 

Lewiston 

Guthrie 

« 

15 

1255 

Wilson 

D’Anna,  Ewald 

tt 

21 

2200 

Rich  Marine,  Bflo. 

Horton,  Callaghan 

« 

22 

4800 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Callaghan 
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Species 

December 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

si 

22 

1400 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Callaghan 

Black-headed  Gull 

12,  15 

1 

Squaw  1.,  Bflo. 

Yoerg 

Little  Gull 

1 

1 

Goat  1. 

Guthrie 

u 

22 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Callaghan 

Franklin’s  Gull 

2L 

1 

Lewiston 

Hughes  et  al 

California  Gull 

28 

1 

Devils  Hole  SP 

Pawlicki 

Herring  Gull 

1 

2800 

Lewiston 

Guthrie 

Thaver’s  Gull 

28 

1 

Devils  Hole  SP 

Pawlicki 

Iceland  Gull 

9 

10 

Adam  Beck  Hydro 

D’Anna  et  al 

M 

25 

6 

Goat  1. 

Guthrie 

<1 

29 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Morgante 

14 

31 

2 

Four  Mile  Creek  SP 

D’Anna,  Guthrie 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

10 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Yoerg 

u 

14;  25 

12;  15 

Goat  1. 

D’Anna,  Potter;  Guthrie 

Slatv-backed  Gull 

31 

1 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

D’Anna  et  al 

Glaucous  Gull 

1 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro 

D’Anna  et  al 

u 

31 

1 

Porter 

Morgante 

u 

31 

2 

Four  Mile  Creek  SP 

D’Anna,  Guthrie 

u 

31 

1 

Goat  1. 

Watson 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

22 

76 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Callaghan 

Snowy  Owl 

25;  26 

1 

Erie  Basin  Marina 

Humann;  Salembier 

Barred  Owl 

16 

1 

Jamestown 

Berry 

Long-eared  Owl 

4 

1 

Carlton 

Tetlow 

Short-eared  Owl 

9;  19 

2;  3 

Shelby 

Morien;  Salembier 

(i 

15 

3 

Royalton 

Morse 

u 

30 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Northern  Saw-whet  Owl 

15 

1 

Wilson 

Rosenburg  et  al 

u 

16 

1 

Gerry 

Berry 

u 

31 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  SP 

Potter 

Northern  Flicker 

20 

14 

Hartland  Town  Park 

Callaghan 

Merlin 

2 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna,  Potter 

u 

6 

1 

Porter 

Sharon 

u 

16 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Callaghan 

u 

20 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Brenner 

Peregrine  Falcon 

4 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson 

u 

15 

1 

Wilson 

Rosenburg,  Morien 

u 

31 

1  imm 

Queenston  (Ont) 

Jennings 

Northern  Shrike 

1  -28 

1 

BOS  territory 

8  records 

Common  Raven 

3 

1 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

Horned  Lark 

28 

131 

Barre 

Morien 

Northern  Rough-w.  Swallow 

1:  14:  18 

5;  3;  2 

Goat  1. 

Genter;  D’Anna;  Pawlicki 

Winter  Wren 

1,9 

2,  1 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

D’Anna  et  al 

k 

8 

2 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

it 

16;  20 

2;  1 

Goat  1. 

Callaghan;  Salembier 

» 

19;  22 

1;  2 

TifftNP 

Watson;  Coleman 

Carolina  Wren 

4-31 

1 

BOS  territory 

9  records 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

16 

1 

Goat  1. 

Callaghan 

u 

23 

1 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

D’Anna 

Eastern  Bluebird 

6,  12 

1.3 

Bethany 

Beattie 

u 

16;  30 

1;  2 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Watson;  Yoerg,  Henderson 

Hermit  Thrush 

4 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Tetlow 

tt 

29 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Morgante 

it 

30 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

a 

31 

1 

Queenston  (Ont) 

Jennings 

American  Robin 

19 

1 

TifftNP 

Watson 

M 

28 

16 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Hess 

Gray  Catbird 

4 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Tetlow 

American  Pipit 

28 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Fox 

« 

29 

1 

Hamburg 

Gordon 

Bohemian  Waxwing 

2 

6 

Newfane 

D’Anna,  Potter 

3 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Beattie 

Lapland  Longspur 

31 

9;  16 

Porter 

Morgante;  D’Anna  et  al 

Snow  Bunting 

28 

310 

Barre 

Morien 

a 

30 

20 

Shelby 

Morien 
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Species 

December 

Number 

Location 

Observers) 

M 

30 

50 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

It 

31 

221 

Porter 

Morgante 

Black-thr.  Blue  Warbler 

2 

1 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Thornton,  Iron  et  al 

Pine  Warbler 

31 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  SP 

D’Anna,  Guthrie,  Potter 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

1 

1 

Goat  1. 

Guthrie 

« 

23 

4 

Cambria 

Morse 

a 

24 

1 

Wilson  Harbor 

Sharon 

Chipping  Sparrow 

27 

1 

Fredonia 

Goetz 

<1 

29 

1 

N.  Buffalo 

Henderson 

Savannah  Sparrow 

21 

1 

Queenston  (Ont) 

Jennings 

Fox  Sparrow 

5 

1 

Ashford 

J.  Rosenburg 

6 

1 

Beaver  Meadow  Aud.  Cent.  Kerr 

Swamp  Sparrow 

4,  19 

1,  1 

TifftNP 

Watson 

tt 

16 

1 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 

Holmes 

a 

29 

2 

Orchard  Park 

Morgante 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

6 

1 

Wilson(f) 

Potter 

u 

9-27 

1  -2 

Bethany 

Beattie 

Dark-eved  Junco 

1  -23 

1 

Colden(f) 

J&K  Landau 

J.  h  oreaanus 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

28,  29-31 

2,  1 

Shelby 

Morien 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

9 

1 

Shelby 

Morien 

Rusty  Blackbird 

1 

1 

TifftNP 

Hauser 

»» 

1 

1 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 

Holmes 

u 

29 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

23 

5 

Colden 

J&K  Landau 

Pine  Grosbeak 

1;  14 

6;  1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

J&K  Landau  et  al; 

Salembier 

U 

6 

20 

Point  Gratiot 

Ziemba 

tt 

6;  9 

1:1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Lazarczyk;  Fell 

Purple  Finch 

1 

1 

Williamsville 

Salembier 

Red  Crossbill 

3 

3 

Buffalo 

Humann 

it 

14 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Salembier 

White-winged  Crossbill 

1: 14 

1:8 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Guthrie;  Salembier 

ti 

3 

13 

Boston 

J&K  Landau 

u 

4 

2 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Tetlow 

u 

9,  29 

3,7 

Elma  (f) 

C&K  Rosenburg 

Common  Redpoll 

9 

75 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Fell 

u 

14,  15 

50 

Wilson  (f) 

Potter 

u 

17 

50 

Akron 

Willson 

u 

25 

70 

Colden 

J&K  Landau 

u 

28 

119 

Barre 

Morien 

tt 

31 

50 

North  Tonawanda 

Deed 

U 

1  -31 

1  -30 

BOS  territory 

1 5  other  records 

Pine  Siskin 

1,2 

13 

Shelby 

Morien 

tt 

9,  15 

20,  40 

Elma 

C&K  Rosenburg 

tt 

15 

26 

Wilson  (f) 

Potter 

it 

17-23 

8 

Colden 

J&K  Landau 

u 

29 

1 

Williamsville 

Salembier 

Species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year: 

294 

Species,  subspecies  and  named  hybrids  new  for  the  month: 

1 

Total  for  the  year  2012: 

295 

Statisticians’  Note:  If  any  observer  wishes  to  know  the  status  of  their  verification  report,  please  contact  the 

Statisticians  and  we  will  give  them  the  reasons  for  our  decision.  Please  advise  us  of  any  errors  in  the  Noteworthy 

Records. 

2012  Addenda 

Blk.-cr.  Night-Heron 

March  28 

1 

Niagara-on-the-Lake  (Ont) 

Van  de  Laar 

Least  Sandpiper 

July  5 

1 

Jaeger  Rocks  (Ont) 

Salembier 

Sanderling 

Nov  12 

1 

Port  Dalhousie  (Ont) 

Van  de  Laar 

Brown  Thrasher 

Nov  2-17 

1 

Blasdell(f) 

O’Connell 

2012  Edits  and  Errata 

Chanae:  Storm-Petrel  sp. 

Oct  30 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell 

To:  Leach’s  Storm-Petrel 

Oct  30 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell 

Change:Blue-winged  Teal 

March  12 

26 

Bethany 

Beattie 

To:  Blue-winged  Teal 

March  12 

1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

7 


www.BuffaloOrnitholoqicalSociety.Qrg 


March  -  May  Calendar  &  Announcements 

Buffalo-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 

Bird  Hotline  1-877-698-3261  (if  busy  866-321-4255  or 
614-384-2335) 

Mar.  1  -  May  15:  Hamburg  Hawkwatch  at  Lakeside  Memorial 
Park  in  Hamburg  (off  Camp  Rd.  between  Routes  5  &  20),  10  AM 
and  3  PM  (weather  permitting).  Contact  Jim  Landau  for 
additional  info  (716-  941-3869  or  landaujr@gmail.com). 

Mar.  13:  Wed.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  at  Cummings  Room  of 
the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  David  Gordon  will  present 
results  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  CBC. 

Mar.  30:  Sat.  Lake  Ontario  Plain  Field  Trip  for  early  spring 
migrants.  Leader:  Willie  D'Anna  751-3637  or 
dannapotter@roadrunner.com.  Meet  at  8  a.m.  at  Tops  Market  in 
Wright’s  Corners.  This  is  on  the  east  side  of  Route  78  at  Route 
104,  north  of  Lockport. 

Mar.  31:  Due  date  for  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
GRANT  APPLICATIONS.  Application  at  http:// 
www.buffalQQrnitholQgicalsociety.org/counts-and-research/ 

grants.  Submit  to  Robert  DeLeon,  381  Cadman  Dr, 

Williamsville,  NY  1422;  RldeleQn@yahoo.com:  716-626-0325. 

Apr.  10:  Wed.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  at  Cummings  Room  of 
the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.Timothy  T.  DePriest,  New 
York  State  DEC  Niagara  River  Habitat  Specialist  will  discuss 
“Habitat  Improvement  of  Motor  Island  and  the  Niagara  River.” 

Apr.  14:  Sun.  April  Bird  Count.  Members  encouraged  to 
participate.  Compiler:  Holly  Sweeney;  716-639-0158; 
holranl  7 1  @.vsrizon,net 

Apr.  28:  Sun.  Braddock  Bay  Trip.  This  is  our  annual  joint  trip, 
with  the  Rochester  Birding  Assn.  (RBA),  to  the  Braddock  Bay 
hawk  watch  and  surrounding  area.  Meet  to  car  pool  at  7:30  AM, 
Tops  Market  in  Wright's  Corners.  This  is  on  the  east  side  of  Rt. 
78  at  Rt.  104,  north  of  Lockport.  If  you  plan  to  drive  on  your 
own,  we  will  meet  the  RBA  group  at  9:30  am  in  the  Braddock 
Bay  Parking  Lot.  Take  Rt.  18  to  the  Lake  Ontario  State  Parkway, 
and  then  take  the  exit  for  East  Manitou  Road/Braddock  Bay 
Park.  Leaders:  BOS:  David  Gordon  (716-390-1429, 
dgQrdQnphQtQ@yahoo.com)  and  RBA:  Bob  Spahn,  who  will 
lead  us  to  Monroe  County  birding  hot  spots. 

May  5:  Sun.  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  Field  Trip  for  early  warblers 
and  migrants.  Leader:  Joe  Mitchell;  716-604-7701  or 
jQsephcmitcheli@gmaii.CQm.  Meet  at  7:30  AM  in  the  Tifft  N.P. 
parking  lot  off  of  Furhmann  Blvd.  This  is  a  half-day  trip. 

May  8:  Wed.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  in  the  Jaeger  Room  of 
the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Jajean  Rose-Burney  will 
present  “Protecting  the  Birds  of  Mexico’s  Southern  Altiplano.” 

May  19:  Sun.  BOS  Annual  May  Bird  Count.  Members 
encouraged  to  participate.  Compiler:  Robert  DeLeon 
(7 1 6-626-0325  or  rldeleon@vahoo.  com) 


Addenda  2012  records  (Top)  Black-crowned  Night-Heron 
photographed  by  VandeLaar  at  Niagara-on-the-Lake,  Ontario 
on  Mar.  28th,  2012,  and  (Bottom)  Sanderiing  photographed 
by  VandeLaar  at  Pt.  Dalhousie,  Ontario  on  Nov.  12,  2012. 
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47-51 

Acadian  Flycatcher 
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9 

May  Count  2012 

78 

64-67 

American  Swallow-tailed  Kite 

78 

58 

October  Count  2012 

78 

115-119 

American  White  Pelican 

78 

6,  32,  42,  73 

Waterfowl  Count  2012 

78 

13-14 

Baltimore  Oriole 

78 

127 

Barrow's  Goldeneye 

78 

16 

Field  Trms 

Black  Scoter 

78 

110 

Black  Vulture 

78 

6,  16,  25,  48,  73,  85, 

BOS/RBA  Gull  Trip  2012 

Tifft  Nature  Preserve  Trip  2012 

78 

78 

128 

70 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

78 

124 

8,  45 

Black-headed  Gull 

78 

43,  59 

Black-legged  Kittiwake 

78 

25 

Articles 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

78 

8 

Bird  Hotline  Instructions 

78 

94, 104,  120 

Bobolink 

78 

113 

Book  Review  -  Rare  Birds  by 
Elizabeth  Gehrman 

78 

94 

Bohemian  Waxwing 

78 

18,  26 

Hamburg  Hawk  Watch  Spring 
2012 

Index  2011  Prothonotary 

78 

78 

39-40 

Jan.  addendum 

Brant 

Brewster's  Warbler 

Brown  Pelican 

78 

78 

78 

23,  109 

61 

85 

Cackling  Goose 

78 

9,  23 

TOPIC 

|  Vol 

|  _ 

Pages 

California  Gull 

78 

7,  9,  25 

Cattle  Egret 

78 

42 

Cave  Swallow 

78 

112,  126 

Clay-colored  Sparrow 

78 

75, 113 

Common  Gallinule 

78 

43 

Common  Raven 

78 

26,  34,  44,  60 

Common  Tern 

78 

44 

Common  Yellowthroat 

78 

18,  49 

Dark-eyed  Junco  J.h.  oreganus 

78 

18,  34,  113,  126 

Dunlin 

78 

43 

Eared  Grebe 

78 

42 

Eastern  Phoebe 

78 

33 

Eurasian  Wigeon 

78 

31 

Fish  Crow 

78 

17,  26 

Forster’s  Tern 

78 

74,  80 

Glaucous  Gull 

78 

59 

Glaucous  x  Great  Black-backed 
Gull 

78 

114 

Glossy  Ibis 

78 

57 

Golden  Eagle 

78 

16,  33,  125 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

78 

87 

Greater  White-fronted  Goose 

78 

5,  15,  109 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

78 

33,  74 

Hoary  Redpoll 

78 

127 

Jaeger  species 

78 

7 

Lapland  Longspur 

78 

61 

Lark  Sparrow 

78 

18 

Laughing  Gull 

78 

59,  74 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

78 

87 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

78 

33 

Little  Blue  Heron 

78 

57,  79,  85 

Little  Gull 

78 

74,  80 

Long-billed  Dowitcher 

78 

33,  43,  100 

Marsh  Wren 

78 

8,  34,  44,  48 

Mourning  Warbler 

78 

61, 113 

Nashville  Warbler 

78 

45 

Northern  Goshawk 

78 

33 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

78 

8, 18 

Osprey 

78 

32 

Pacific  Loon 

78 

110 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

78 

116 

TOPIC 

1  | 
Vol 

[  „ 

Pages 

Pine  Siskin 

78 

81,  88 

Pine  Warbler 

78 

34 

Pomarine  Jaeger 

78 

125 

Purple  Martin 

78 

101 

Razorbill 

78 

7 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

78 

86 

Red-throated  Loon 

78 

124 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

78 

9 

Ross's  Goose 

78 

5,  123 

Ross's  Gull 

78 

125 

Sandhill  Crane 

78 

33 

Savannah  Sparrow 

78 

18 

Scarlet  Tanager 

78 

49 

Slaty-backed  Gull 

78 

7 

Snow  Goose 

78 

23 

Snowy  Egret 

78 

64 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

78 

48 

Storm-Petrel  species 

78 

110 

Tennessee  Warbler 

78 

75 

Thayer's  Gull 

78 

8,  27 

Trumpeter  Swan 

78 

5,  23,  31,41,47,  57 

Tundra  Swan 

78 

98 

Virginia  Rail 

78 

43 

Western  Kingbird 

78 

101 

Whimbrel 

78 

58 

White-eyed  Vireo 

78 

101,  112 

White-faced  Ibis 

78 

79 

White-rumped  Sandpiper 

78 

100 

White-winged  Crossbill 

78 

63 

Wilson's  Phalarope 

78 

111 

Wilson's  Warbler 

78 

8,  126 

Yellow  Warbler 

78 

45 

Yellow-throated  Warbler 

78 

34,  45,  49,  75 

Jan.=  p.1-10 

+  addendum, 

Feb.=  p.11-20,  Mar.=  p. 

21-28,  Apr.= 

p.29-36,  May= 

p.37-52,  Junes  p. 

53-70,  July= 

p.71-76,  Aug.= 

=  p.77-82,  Sept.=  p. 

83-94,  Oct  = 

p.95-104,  Nov. 

=  p.105-120,  Dec .=  p. 

121-128 
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THE  MONTH:  January 

Joseph  Mitchell 


The  National  Weather  Service  describes  January  as 
“a  rollercoaster  ride”.  The  first  half  of  the  month  started 
normal  enough,  but  over  the  last  1 7  days  the  temperature 
fluctuated  from  a  high  of  65  °F  on  the  13th,  down  to  a  low 
of  1  degree  on  the  25th,  before  peaking  at  a  record  high 
66  °F  on  the  30th.  The  average  temperature  of  30.0,  5.1 
degrees  above  normal,  is  almost  identical  to  that  of 
January  2012. 

A  paltry  6.2  inches  of  snow,  19.1  inches  below 
normal,  made  this  January  the  seventh  least  snowy  on 
record  and  once  again  mirrored  2012  by  ending  the 
month  over  30  inches  below  normal  for  total  snowfall  up 
to  this  point  in  the  winter.  Several  days  of  single  digit 
temperatures  toward  the  end  of  the  month  brought  the 
first  ice  of  the  year  to  Lake  Erie  and  eventually  cooled  the 
lake  to  32  degrees  on  the  30th. 

A  mild  start  to  any  winter  offers  hope  for  finding 
unusual  wintering  birds  and  this  month  did  not  disappoint. 
Two  first  records  for  January  were  observed,  most 
notable  of  which  was  a  Spotted  Sandpiper  seen  on  the 
shelf  above  Three  Sisters  Island  at  Goat  Island  on 
January  12th.  David  Suggs’  report  describes  the  find  — 
“Brett  Ewald,  leading  a  birding  tour  group,  stopped  by  and 
immediately  noticed  a  sandpiper  in  front  of  us.  Through 
his  scope  he  first  identified  the  bird,  with  some  disbelief 
as  a  Spotted  Sandpiper.  We  both  noted  basic  field 
marks... two  brown  breast  smudges  at  bend  of  wings... 
unmarked,  white  breast... upperparts  and  head  were 
unmarked  brown... constantly  tipping  back  and  forth  while 
feeding."  The  previous  late  record  for  Spotted  Sandpiper 
was  December  13,  2011  by  King  and  Charlton,  at  Port 
Weller,  Ont.  While  doing  a  Big  Day  on  January  2nd,  this 
author  observed  a  single  Northern  Rough-winged 
Swallow  at  the  upstream  end  of  Goat  Island.  The 
presence  of  this  individual  follows  previous  reports  from 
Goat  Island  of  a  flock  of  four  on  November  22,  2012  by 
Guthrie  and  two  individuals  on  December  19,  2012  by 
Pawlicki.  The  December  observation  by  Pawlicki,  to  that 
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The  Month 

point,  represented 
the  latest  record 

Joseph  Mitchell 

for  the  BOS  region. 
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Noteworthy  Records 

Most  notable 

16 

Bruce  Chilton  &  Statisticians 

among  waterfowl 

Calendar 

for  the  month  is  a 

female  Harlequin  Duck  seen  by  Baird  on  the  Allegheny 
River,  January  20th.  This  represents  only  the  second 
inland  record  of  this  species  in  the  B.O.S.  study  area  with 
the  first  also  occurring,  coincidently,  in  Cattaraugus 
County  near  Salamanca  in  March  1950.  A  Sabine’s  Gull, 
a  species  whose  records  in  the  region  are  entirely 
confined  to  the  fall  and  early  winter,  was  found  at  Buffalo 
Harbor  by  Jim  Pawlicki  on  the  27th  as  he  observed  from 


(Top)  Hoary  and  Common  Redpolls  photographed  by  Jim 
Pawlicki  at  Porter  on  Jan.  25th,  (Insert)  Hoary  Redpoll 
photographed  by  Willie  D’Anna  at  Wilson  on  Jan,  14th,  and 
(Bottom)  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  photographed  by  Willie 
D’Anna  at  Point  Breeze  on  Jan.  21 


the  tower  at  Erie 
Basin  Marina.  He 
describes  it  as, 
“Unmistakable,  even 
at  the  distance 
observed...”  with  the 
“uniform  dark  head, 
nape,  mantle,  and 
upperwing  coverts; 
black  leading  edge  on 
the  upperwing;  and 
bright  white 
translucent 
secondaries/inner 
primaries  [giving]  the 
bird  its  distinctive, 
tricolored  upperwing 
pattern.”  This  sighting 
represents  only  the 
second  January 
record  of  Sabine’s 
Gull  in  the  B.O.S. 
study  area  and  is  the 
latest  by  nearly  four 
weeks. 

As  many  as  six 
Black-crowned  Night- 
Herons  were  present 
in  Dunkirk  Harbor  late 
in  the  month  and 
were  seen  by  several 
observers. 

Surprisingly,  wintering 
Red-shouldered 
Hawk  reports 
outnumbered  Rough¬ 
legged  Hawks  2:1 . 
Other  shorebird 
reports  (not  a  phrase 
that  usually  comes  up  in  the  January  month)  include 
Purple  Sandpipers  in  Dunkirk  Harbor,  Niagara  Falls,  and 
Buffalo  Harbor  and  while  not  unprecedented  in  winter,  the 
Dunlin  found  by  Willie  D’Anna  in  Niagara  Falls  on  the  19th 
represents  the  first  January  record  of  this  species  since 
1998.  An  astounding  three  different  Slaty-backed  Gulls 
were  seen  during  the  month,  with  two  distinct  individuals 
being  seen  on  the  1st  and  2nd  at  Niagara  Falls  and  a  third 
individual  observed  on  the  25th  and  26th  in  Lewiston. 

Other  gull  reports  this  month  include  a  Black-legged 
Kittiwake  at  Devil’s  Hole  SP  on  three  successive  days,  a 
Black-headed  Gull  on  the  4th  and  5th  at  Squaw  Island,  and 
multiple  Thayer’s  Gull  reports  from  Pawlicki  at  both  Goat 
Island  and  Devil’s  Hole  SP.  After  last  year’s  region  first 
Fish  Crows,  the  sighting  of  single  birds  on  the  12th  and 
13th  in  Fort  Erie  might  imply  that  this  species  could  begin 
establishing  a  small  population  in  the  region,  much  as  the 
Black  Vultures  have  done  in  Lewiston. 

While  the  milder  winter  weather  did  not  result  in  late 
warblers,  as  it  did  last  year,  the  warmer  temperatures  did 
allow  several  less  common  winter  songbirds  to  linger  in 
the  region.  Winter  Wren,  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet,  and 
American  Pipit  were  all  observed  at  multiple  locations  this 
month.  The  single  Hermit  Thrush  on  the  26th  at  Golden 
Hill  SP,  the  Pine  Warbler  on  the  2nd  at  Four  Mile  Creek 
SP,  and  the  “Oregon”  Dark-eyed  Junco  that  spent  the 


month  at  the  feeders  of  Jim  and  Karen  Landau  in  Colden, 
round  out  the  songbird  highlights. 

What  we  may  have  lacked  in  late  warblers  and 
vagrants,  we  more  than  made  up  for  with  finches.  That 
such  a  diversity  and  number  of  northern  finches  passed 
through  our  region  during  this  mild  winter  is  certainly  a 
testament  to  the  fact  that  these  species’  movements  are 
determined  by  food  availability  and  have  little  to  do  with 
the  severity  of  the  weather.  One  Pine  Grosbeak  was  seen 
at  Four  Mile  Creek  SP  by  Salembier  on  the  2nd  and  eight 
were  seen  in  Carlton  by  Beattie  on  the  25th.  Small 
numbers  of  Red  Crossbills  were  seen  in  Carlton  on  the 
12th,  Lancaster  on  the  23rd,  and  Allegany  SP  on  the  27th. 
With  Common  Redpolls  showing  up  at  seemingly  every 
feeder  in  Western  New  York,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
individual  Hoary  Redpolls  were  sighted  at  feeding 
stations  by  D’Anna  on  the  14th  in  Wilson  and  by  several 
observers  at  the  home  of  Vicki  Rothman  in  Porter  on  the 
25th.  After  their  initial  passage  in  the  fall,  Evening 
Grosbeaks  again  became  scarce  with  only  two  being 
seen  in  Bethany  on  the  28th  by  Beattie.  I  thank  Willie 
D’Anna,  Mike  Morgante,  Jim  Pawlicki,  and  Bill  Watson  for 
their  comments  and  suggestions. 


Literature  cited:  DiTommaso,  D.,  Suggs,  D.,  B.O.S.  Noteworthy  Records 
Database.  1964-2011  and  Buffalo  National  Weather  Service:  http:// 
www.wbuf.nQaa.flQY/ 


(Top)  Fish  Crow  photographed  by  Robert  Curry  at  Ft.  Erie, 
Ontario  on  Jan  13th,  (Middle)  Thayer's  Gull  photographed 
by  Jim  Pawlicki  at  Goat  Island  on  Jan.  23rd,  and  (Bottom) 
putative  HERG  X  LBBG  hybrid  photographed  by  Tom 
Johnson  at  Goat  Island  on  Jan.  20th. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Date  Guide 
to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high  counts  for  the 
species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting  methods  used  by 
observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  or  juv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Bruce  Chilton  88 
Pryor  Ave.,  Tonawanda,  NY  14150;  Email:  BChi314159@aol.com 


Sp?pip§ 

Januarv 

Number 

Brant 

3;  4 

6 

Cackling  Goose 

12 

1 

Mute  Swan 

2 

7 

St 

10,  12 

1 

u 

11;  20 

1 

u 

21 

2 

Tundra  Swan 

1;  19 

150;  172 

it 

1 

65 

it 

6 

200 

u 

10 

150 

it 

17 

222 

it 

21;  22 

223;  243 

it 

24 

475 

Wood  Duck 

19;  20 

1;  1  fern 

Gadwall 

10,  26 

10,  12 

it 

17 

15 

a 

20 

2 

it 

27 

236 

u 

27 

16 

it 

30 

11 

American  Black  Duck 

7,  9,  28 

4,  4,2 

It 

10 

19 

a 

20 

56 

a 

27 

170 

it 

29 

6 

Northern  Shoveler 

11 

1 

u 

17 

18  m  +  6 1 

it 

31 

1 

Northern  Pintail 

2;  27 

2;  5 

a 

12 

1 

it 

17 

1 

u 

29 

1 

Green-winged  Teal 

2;  15 

i;  i 

u 

4 

i 

it 

12 

i 

Canvasback 

10;  13 

4000 

it 

17 

5700 

Redhead 

10 

38 

a 

17 

95 

u 

27 

155 

u 

30 

450 

u 

30 

300 

Ring-necked  Duck 

7 

35 

M 

10 

8 

It 

15;  19 

115;  191 

it 

15 

67 

Greater  Scaup 

27 

22345 

LQpation 

Observer(s) 

Long  Beach  (Ont) 

B&J  Farnan;  Roy 

Iroquois  NWR 

Sucy,  Lawrence 

Point  Breeze 

Mitchell 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Ziemba 

Batavia  WWTP 

Mitchell;  Dart,  Beattie 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Yoerg 

Grand  1. 

Lazarczyk;  Morgante 

Jamestown 

Leenders 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

Goat  1. 

Salembier 

Niagara  R.,  Tonawanda 

Salembier 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Watson;  Lazarczyk 

Grand  Island 

Sharon 

Squaw  1. 

Salembier,  Pawlicki;  Yoerg 

Goat  1. 

Salembier 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Pawlicki  et  al 

Buffalo 

Watson 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon 

Bethany 

Beattie 

Goat  1. 

Salembier 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Watson  et  al 

Buffalo 

Pawlicki,  Morien,  Callaghan 

Batavia  WWTP 

Mark,  Beattie 

Iroquois  NWR 

Mitchell 

Niagara-on-the-Lake  (Ont) 

Roy 

Tonawanda 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell  et  al 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell;  Morien 

Iroquois  NWR 

Sucy 

Niagara-on-the-Lake  (Ont) 

Roy 

Batavia  WWTP 

Mark,  Beattie 

Goat  1. 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell;  Callaghan 

Squaw  1. 

Salembier,  Watson 

Iroquois  NWR 

Sucy,  Lawrence 

Goat  1. 

Salembier;  Morse,  Genter 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson,  Pawlicki,  Mitchell 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Watson 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

Buffalo 

Watson 

Grand  1. 

Sharon 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

Mitchell,  Young 

Goat  1. 

Salembier 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Sharon;  Morgante,  Akios 

Niagara  Falls 

Pawlicki 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Pawlicki  et  al 
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Species 
Lesser  Scaup 

M 

M 

tt 

U 

Harlequin  Duck 

u 

tt 

M 

Surf  Scoter 

u 

u 

a 

White-winged  Scoter 

(« 

it 

Black  Scoter 

M 

tt 

Long-tailed  Duck 

M 

tt 

u 

Bufflehead 

m 

Common  Goldeneye 

tt 

M 

tt 

Barrow’s  Goldeneye 

Hooded  Merganser 

tt 

u 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

u 

Ruddy  Duck 

u 

M 

Red-throated  Loon 

m 

Common  Loon 

M 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

tt 

tt 

tt 

Horned  Grebe 
Red-necked  Grebe 

(i 

M 

tt 

Double-crest.  Cormorant 
Great  Blue  Heron 

it 

<1 

Black-cr.  Night-Heron 

u 

Black  Vulture 

M 


January  Numfrqr 


10 

6 

15 

2 

19 

194 

27 

115 

31 

75 

6;  19 

1 

10,  30 

1,  1 

12 

1  m 

20 

1  fern 

2,  26 

2 

16 

1 

21 

1 

28 

1 

15;  25 

80;  40 

20 

203 

28 

1 

2;  25 

1;  4 

2,  18 

1 

10 

1 

1 

2 

20 

976 

25 

24 

26 

200 

10 

180 

20 

605 

10 

500 

17 

800 

20 

1864 

27 

1480 

2;  21 

1 

1,6 

50,  60 

4 

250 

17 

34 

28 

10 

17 

900 

20 

763 

9;  16,26 

50;  14,  20 

11 

1 

13 

2 

13 

1 

21 

1 

26 

3 

5 

1 

10 

2 

4 

1 

4 

1 

5;  12;  19 

4;  2;  1 

31 

16 

2 

2 

17 

2 

5 

1 

5 

1 

9 

1 

10 

1 

1;  31 

75;  98 

16 

7 

15 

24 

28 

88 

29 

15 

1 

3 

27;  31 

6;  5 

i;  2,  16 

3;  7,6 

21;  26 

3;  8 

Lpfiaiiaa 

Goat  I. 

Point  Breeze 
Grand  I. 

Buffalo  Harbor 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Goat  I. 

Port  Weller  (Ont) 
Allegheny  River.  Allegany 

Fort  Niagara  SP 
Point  Breeze 
Goat  I. 

Lewiston 
Point  Breeze 
Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Dunkirk  Harbor 
Point  Breeze 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Goat  I. 

Dunkirk  Harbor 
Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Point  Breeze 
Lewiston 
Beaver  I.  SP 
Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Goat  I. 

Niagara  Falls 
Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Buffalo  Harbor 
Point  Breeze 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Chautauqua  Lake 
Niagara  Falls 
North  Tonawanda 
Niagara  Falls 
Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Dunkirk  Harbor 
Batavia  WWTP 
Buckhorn  I.  SP 
Goat  I. 

Fort  Niagara  SP 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Point  Breeze 
Goat  I. 

Tonawanda 
Chautauqua  Lake 
Buckhorn  I.  SP 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Fort  Niagara  SP 
Niagara  Falls 
Point  Breeze 
Olcott 

Dunkirk  Harbor 
Goat  I. 

Dunkirk  Harbor 
Lewiston 
Queenston  (Ont) 
Strawberry  I. 

Dunkirk  Harbor 
Buffalo 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Lewiston 

Lewiston 


Observer(s) 

Salembier 

Morien 

Morgante 

Pawlicki 

Pawlicki,  Callaghan  et  al 
Yoerg;  D’Anna  et  al 
Salembier 

D’Anna,  Potter,  Morien 

Baird 

Pawlicki 

Salembier 

Hollister 

Yoerg 

Morien;  Beattie 
Watson  et  al 
Goetz 

Pawlicki  et  al;  Beattie 

Ziemba 

Salembier 

Goetz 

Watson  et  al 
Beattie 
Salembier 
Watson 
Watson  et  al 
Salembier 
Watson 
Watson  et  al 
Morien  et  al 

Pawlicki;  D’Anna,  Potter 

Goetz 

Berry 

Watson,  Pawlicki 

Watson 

Watson 

Watson  et  al 

LeBlanc;  Goetz 

Mitchell 

Sharon 

Guthrie 

Yoerg 

D’Anna 

D’Anna 

Salembier 

Salembier 

Berry 

Sharon;  Watson;  Morgante 

Mitchell  et  al 

Salembier 

Watson,  Pawlicki 

D’Anna 

D’Anna 

Ziemba 

Salembier 

Goetz;  Callaghan  et  al 
D’Anna 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Watson 

Goetz 

Landaus,  Rew  et  al 
Goetz;  Pawlicki  et  al 
Landaus;  D’Anna  ,  Potter 
Morien;  Salembier  et  al 
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Species 

Turkey  Vulture 
Bald  Eagle 

M 

ft 

(I 

u 

Northern  Harrier 
Red-shouldered  Hawk 

a 

it 

ci 

M 

It 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

u 

u 

Golden  Eagle 
American  Coot 

it 

Spotted  Sandpiper 
Purple  Sandpiper 

a 

it 

Dunlin 

Black-legged  Kittiwake 

it 

it 

it 

Sabine’s  Gull 
Bonaparte’s  Gull 

it 

it 

Black-headed  Gull 
Little  Gull 

tt 

it 

tt 

Thayer’s  Gull 

tt 

Iceland  Gull 

it 

it 

it 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

M 

It 

Siaty-baeked  Quit 

tc 

Glaucous  Gull 

tt 

it 

tt 

it 

Snowy  Owl 

it 

Long-eared  Owl 
Short-eared  Owl 

tc 

it 

u 

a 
a  ' 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 


January  Number 


2;  26 

25;  8 

13 

3 

17 

2  ad  +  n 

26,  27 

6,4 

27 

3 

1  -26 

1  -2 

8;  15,  26 

1;  1,  1 

3 

1 

5,  16 

1 

7 

1 

10 

1 

11 

2 

27 

1 

10 

1 

10 

2 

23 

1 

7 

1 

6,  16;  31 

200;  247 

7;  12 

55;  66 

12 

1 

2,  10 

1.  1 

15;  19 

4;  4 

19;  27 

2;  1 

IS 

1 

15,  16,  17 

1 

19 

1 

26 

1 

28 

1 

27 

1 

4;  17 

15000 

10;  19 

10000 

21 

8500 

4;  5 

1 

15;  21 

3;  1 

18;  31 

1;  3 

20 

1 

26 

1 

7 

i 

21,  23 

1.1 

10 

2 

26 

15 

27 

14 

28 

3  imm 

1;  30 

8;  6 

6 

8 

7 

1 

1 

1 

25,  26 

1 

10 

2 

17 

1 

20 

1  imm 

25 

18 

26;  27 

15;  5 

1  -31 

1  ad  m 

1  -28 

1 

12 

1 

2 

1 

8 

5 

10 

2 

12 

2 

12;  25;  26 

5;  7;  11 

29 

1 

10-13 

1 

Location 

Lewiston 
Iroquois  NWR 
Navy  I.  (Ont) 

Dunkirk  Harbor 
Buffalo  Harbor 
Throughout  WNY 
E.  Shelby 
RTPI 
Ashford 
Marilla 
Villenova 
Fredonia 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 
Dunkirk 
South  Dayton 
Porter 

Allegany  SP 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Buckhorn  I.  SP 
Goat  I. 

Dunkirk  Harbor 
Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 
Buffalo  Harbor 
Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 
Devils  Hole  SP 
Adam  Beck  Hydro 
Robt.  Moses  Hydro 
Lewiston 
Buffalo  Harbor 
Buffalo  to  Tonawanda 
Beaver  I.  SP 
Lewiston 
Squaw  I. 

Lewiston 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Squaw  I. 

Robt.  Moses  Hydro 
Devils  Hole  SP 
Goat  I. 

Goat  I. 

Lewiston  Reservoir 
Adam  Beck  Hydro 
Devils  Hole  SP 
Goat  I. 

Niagara  Falls 
LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 
Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 
Lewiston  Reservoir 
Goat  I. 

Devils  Hole  SP 
Buffalo  Harbor 
Fort  Niagara  to  Lewiston 
Lewiston 

St.  Catharines  (Ont) 
Buffalo  Harbor 
Stevensville  (Ont) 

Wilson 
E.  Shelby 
Cherry  Creek 
Stevensville  (Ont) 
Shelby 

Chautauqua  Co. 
Campton  (Ont) 


Qbseryer(s) 

D’Anna  ,  Potter;  Salembier 

Watson 

Watson 

Goetz 

Pawlicki 

8  other  reports 

Salembier;  Morien 

Leenders 

J.  Rosenburg 

Mitchell,  Young 

Landaus,  Happ 

Ziemba 

Salembier 

Landaus,  Happ 

Landaus,  Happ 

D’Anna 

LeBlanc 

Goetz;  Mitchell  et  al 
Sharon;  Watson 
D&D  Suggs,  Ewald  et  al 
Ziemba 

Carpentier  et  al;  D’Anna  et  al 
Pawlicki;  Callaghan  et  al 
D’Anna 

Pawlicki,  Watson  et  al 
D’Anna  et  al 
Salembier 
Yoerg 

Pawlicki,  D’Anna  et  al 
D’Anna;  Salembier 
Watson;  Morgante 
Morien,  Callaghan  et  al 
Salembier,  D’Anna; 

Pawlicki 

Potter,  D’Anna;  Morien  et  al 

Moshers;  Pawlicki  et  al 

Yoerg 

Salembier 

Pawlicki 

Pawlicki  et  al 

Salembier 

Pawlicki  et  al 

D’Anna  et  al 

Yoerg 

Yoerg  et  al;  Salembier 

Yoerg 

Mitchell 

D’Anna  et  al 

Pawlicki  et  al 

Salembier 

Watson,  Pawlicki 

Yoerg 

Pawlicki  et  al 
Pawlicki;  D’Anna  et  al 
Roy  et  al 

Landaus;  Salembier;  Yoerg 

D’Anna,  Potter,  Morien 

Sharon 

Salembier 

Landaus,  Happ 

Friis,  Jones,  Jacklin  et  al 

Morgante;  Beattie;  Morien 

Andersen 

Smith;  D’Anna;  Roy  et  al 
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Species 

January 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

1  -31 

1 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Sankey,  Grassie 

cc 

1  -31 

1 

St.  Catharines  (Ont) 

Roy  et  al 

Merlin 

5 

1 

Somerset 

D’Anna 

Cl 

16;  27 

2;  1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Mitchell;  Salembier 

cc 

19 

1 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

D’Anna  et  al 

cc 

31 

1 

Tonawanda 

Fell 

Peregrine  Falcon 

2 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell 

CC 

6 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

Yoerg 

<c 

9 

1 

UB  south  campus 

Salembier 

IC 

9 

1 

Tonawanda 

Salembier 

Cl 

13 

1 

Squaw  1. 

Yoerg 

cc 

19 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro 

D’Anna  et  al 

cc 

21 

1 

N.  Grand  1.  bridge 

Yoerg 

cc 

30 

1 

Goat  1. 

Salembier 

Northern  Shrike 

2-21 

1 

Throughout  WNY 

11  reports 

Fish  Crow 

12;  13 

1;  1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

D’Anna  et  al;  Curry 

Common  Raven 

4;  16 

1;  2 

Tonawanda 

Salembier;  Mitchell 

cc 

5 

2 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Jacklin,  BonEnfant 

cc 

6 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Baird 

cc 

7 

1 

Buffalo 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Horned  Lark 

2-7 

25-85 

Bethany 

Beattie 

Northern  Rough-w.  Swallow 

2 

1 

Goat  1. 

Mitchell 

Winter  Wren 

7 

2 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

cc 

26 

1 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Sharon 

Carolina  Wren 

4,  8,  28 

1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

cc 

7 

2 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

cc 

12 

2 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Watson 

u 

16 

2 

Tifft  NP 

Mitchell 

cc 

21 

1 

Porter 

Yoerg 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

10 

6 

Goat  1. 

Salembier 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

10 

1 

Goat  1. 

Salembier 

cc 

12 

1 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Watson 

Eastern  Bluebird 

1 

10 

Lake  Erie  SP 

Goetz 

cc 

2 

2 

Youngstown 

Salembier 

cc 

5 

2 

Pomfret 

Goetz 

cc 

13 

3 

Oakfield 

Watson 

Hermit  Thrush 

26 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna,  Potter 

American  Robin 

21 

285 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Northern  Mockingbird 

1 

1 

South  Park,  Bflo. 

Landaus,  Rew  et  al 

cc 

2 

2 

Youngstown 

Salembier 

cc 

11 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

American  Pipit 

5 

1 

Pomfret 

Goetz 

cc 

24 

2 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon 

Bohemian  Waxwing 

5;  6 

1;  2 

Newfane 

D’Anna;  Fell 

cc 

24 

1 

Wilson 

Potter 

Cedar  Waxwing 

5 

350 

Newfane 

D’Anna 

Lapland  Longspur 

1 

2 

Ransomville 

D’Anna,  Potter 

cc 

2 

2 

Youngstown 

Salembier 

cc 

5 

4 

Yates 

D’Anna 

Snow  Bunting 

1 

15 

Front  Park,  Bflo. 

Landaus,  Rew  et  al 

cc 

2 

75;  120 

Porter 

Sharon;  D’Anna 

cc 

2,6 

180,  350 

Bethany 

Beattie 

cc 

2 

110 

Orchard  Park 

Brenner 

cc 

5 

100 

Yates 

D’Anna 

cc 

6 

360 

Ransomville 

Humann 

Pine  Warbler 

2 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  SP 

Mitchell,  Pawlicki, 
Salembier 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

12 

1 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

Morse 

Swamp  Sparrow 

2;  8 

i;  1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Pawlicki  et  al;  Salembier 

cc 

12 

1 

Reinstein  Woods  NP 

Salembier 

cc 

12 

1 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

2 

3 

Youngstown 

Salembier,  Mitchell, 
Pawlicki 

cc 

2-31 

1  -2 

Wilson  (f) 

Potter,  D’Anna 

14 


Species 

January 

Number 

Location 

Qbseryer(s) 

ii 

3-28 

6-25 

Bethany 

Beattie 

a 

12 

1 

E.  Amherst 

Lewis 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

J.  h.  oreaanus 

9-31 

1 

Colden 

J&K  Landau 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

2 

8 

Alabama 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell 

ii 

11 

10 

TifftNP 

Watson 

a 

13 

1 

Aurora 

Holmes 

M 

19 

2 

Batavia 

Watson 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

5 

1 

Watts  Flats  WMA 

Leenders 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

2 

4 

Alabama 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell 

Pine  Grosbeak 

2 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  SP 

Salembier 

<4 

25 

8 

Carlton 

Beattie 

Purple  Finch 

1 

2 

Jamestown 

Leenders 

ii 

3 

4 

RTPI 

Leenders 

ii 

25 

1 

Williamsville 

Salembier 

Red  Crossbill 

12 

2 

Carlton 

Sucy  et  al 

ii 

23 

1 

Lancaster 

Morgante 

ii 

27 

3 

Allegany  SP 

Humann 

White-winged  Crossbill 

1  -26 

1  -9 

Elma 

C&K  Rosenburg 

ii 

2 

7 

Four  Mile  Creek  SP 

Salembier 

M 

15,21,27 

8,  1,8 

Carlton 

Potter,  D’Anna 

<1 

19,  26 

1,1 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Sharon 

Common  Redpoll 

1  -31 

20-100 

Clarence  (max  on  1 2th) 

Morgante 

ii 

1  -31 

8-55 

Colden 

J&K  Landau 

M 

8 

120 

Iroquois  NWR 

Salembier 

II 

18 

55 

Elma 

Andrle 

M 

21;  25 

350;  290 

Carlton 

Morse,  Genter;  Daniels 

U 

29 

55 

Bethany 

Mark,  Beattie 

II 

1  -31 

1  -50 

Throughout  WNY 

14  other  reports 

Hoarv  Redooll 

14 

1 

Wilson  (f) 

D’Anna 

ii 

25 

1 

Porter  (f) 

Pawlicki,  Watson  et  al 

Pine  Siskin 

1  -28 

10-24 

Elma 

Rosenburg  et  al 

ii 

8 

10 

Beaver  Meadow  Aud. 

Kerr 

ii 

25,  28 

1,  1 

Shelby 

Morien 

Evening  Grosbeak 

28 

2 

Bethany 

Beattie 

Also  seen:  Canada  Goose,  American  Wigeon,  Mallard,  Common  Merganser,  Ring-necked  Pheasant,  Ruffed  Grouse, 
Wild  Turkey,  Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  Cooper’s  Hawk,  Red-tailed  Hawk,  Ring-billed  Gull,  Herring  Gull,  Great  Black-backed 
Gull,  Rock  Pigeon,  Mourning  Dove,  Eastern  Screech-Owl,  Barred  Owl,  Great  Horned  Owl,  Belted  Kingfisher,  Red-bellied 
Woodpecker,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Hairy  Woodpecker,  Northern  Flicker,  Pileated  Woodpecker,  American  Kestrel,  Blue 
Jay,  American  Crow,  Black-capped  Chickadee,  Tufted  Titmouse,  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  White-breasted  Nuthatch, 
Brown  Creeper,  European  Starling,  American  Tree  Sparrow,  Song  Sparrow,  White-throated  Sparrow,  Dark-eyed  Junco 
(“Slate-colored”),  Northern  Cardinal,  House  Finch,  American  Goldfinch,  House  Sparrow. 


Hybrid  report: 

Herring  x  Lesser  Bl-back  Gull  20  1  Goat  I.  Johnson 


Species,  subspecies  and  named  hybrids  for  the  month  and  year:  1 37 

Total  for  the  year  2013:  12Z 


Statisticians’  Note:  If  any  observer  wishes  to  know  the  status  of  their  verification  report,  please  contact  the  Statisticians 
and  we  will  give  them  the  reasons  for  our  decision.  Please  advise  us  of  any  errors  in  the  Noteworthy  Records. 
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APRIL  -  MAY  Calendar  &  Announcements 

Buffalo-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 

Bird  Hotline  1-877-698-3261  (if  busy  866-321-4255  or 
614-384-2335) 

Mar.  1  -  May  15:  Hamburg  Hawkwatch  at  Lakeside  Memorial 
Park  in  Hamburg  (off  Camp  Rd.  between  Routes  5  &  20),  10  AM 
and  3  PM  (weather  permitting).  Contact  Jim  Landau  for 
additional  info  (716-  941-3869  or  l,an.daujr@-gmaiLCQm). 

Apr.  10:  Wed.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  at  Cummings  Room  of 
the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.Timothy  T.  DePriest,  New 
York  State  DEC  Niagara  River  Habitat  Specialist  will  discuss 
“Habitat  Improvement  of  Motor  Island  and  the  Niagara  River.” 

Apr.  14:  Sun.  April  Bird  Count.  Members  encouraged  to 
participate.  Compiler:  Holly  Sweeney;  716-639-0158; 
hairanlLliS’-y.efjzQiLne.t 

Apr.  28:  Sun.  Braddock  Bay  Trip.  This  is  our  annual  joint  trip, 
with  the  Rochester  Birding  Assn.  (RBA),  to  the  Braddock  Bay 
hawk  watch  and  surrounding  area.  Meet  to  car  pool  at  7:30  AM, 
Tops  Market  in  Wright’s  Comers.  This  is  on  the  east  side  of  Rt. 
78  at  Rt.  104,  north  of  Lockport.  If  you  plan  to  drive  on  your 
own,  we  will  meet  the  RBA  group  at  9:30  am  in  the  Braddock 
Bay  Parking  Lot.  Take  Rt.  18  to  the  Lake  Ontario  State  Parkway, 
and  then  take  the  exit  for  East  Manitou  Road/Braddock  Bay 
Park.  Leaders:  BOS:  David  Gordon  (716-390-1429, 
dgordonphQto(g)yahQQ.corn1  and  RBA:  Bob  Spahn,  who  will 
lead  us  to  Monroe  County  birding  hot  spots. 

May  5:  Sun.  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  Field  Trip  for  early  warblers 
and  migrants.  Leader:  Joe  Mitchell;  716-604-7701  or 
j.QS.epl3.c.mitchfijl^gmaiLc.om.  Meet  at  7:30  AM  in  the  Tifft  N.P. 
parking  lot  off  of  Furhmann  Blvd.  This  is  a  half-day  trip. 

May  8:  Wed.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  in  the  Jaeger  Room  of 
the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Jajean  Rose-Burney  will 
present  “Protecting  the  Birds  of  Mexico’s  Southern  Altiplano.” 

May  19:  Sun.  BOS  Annual  May  Bird  Count.  Members 
encouraged  to  participate.  Compiler:  Robert  DeLeon 
(716-626-0325  or  rMele.Qn@yah.QQ.  com) 


Credits  for  photographs  on  page  15:  Eastern  Screech-Owl 
(red  phase)  found  by  Jean  &  Blayne  Farnan  and 
photographed  by  Kayo  Roy  at  Sherkston,  Ontario  on  Jan 
26th,  (Middle)  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  photographed  by 
Joyce  Sankey  at  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  during  January,  and 
(Bottom)  Golden  Eagle  photographed  by  Tom  LeBlanc  at 
Allegany  SP  on  Jan.  6th. 


Tim  DePriest  to  Discuss  Habitat 
Improvement  of  the  Niagara  River 

Bill  Watson 

Timothy  T.  DePriest  of  the  New  York  State  Department  of 
Environmental  Conservation  (NYSDEC)  will  discuss  “Habitat 
Improvement  of  Motor  Island  and  the  Niagara  River”  at  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society  Meeting  on  April  10th.  As  the  NYSDEC 
Niagara  River  Habitat  Specialist,  Tim  will  describe  plans  to 
improve  the  habitat  of  the  Niagara  River  for  our  many  species  of 
birds.  His  talk  will  emphasize  the  Great  Egret  and  Black-crowned 
Night-Heron  rookeries  on  Motor  Island.  Motor  Island  is  the 
breeding  location  for  one  of  the  most  unique  combination  of 
colonial  waterbirds  in  North  America. 

State  and  Federal  regulatory  requirements  for  the  2007  re¬ 
licensing  of  the  New  York  Power  Authority’s  (NYPA)  Niagara 
Power  Project  include  measures  for  improving  bird,  fish,  and 
wildlife  habitat  associated  with  the  Niagara  River  and  Buffalo 
Harbor.  Through  a  local  stakeholder-driven  process,  a  total  of  eight 
habitat  improvement  projects  were  identified  that  address  a  broad 
range  of  habitats.  Projects  range  from  site  and  species  specific  to 
landscape  scale,  targeting  entire  ecological  communities.  Some 
projects  have  already  been  completed,  others  are  in  progress,  and 
one  is  still  being  designed.  The  purpose  of  this  talk  and 
presentation  is  to  share  current  information  on  the  progress  of 
each  of  these  habitat  improvement  projects  and  to  tell  the  story  of 
how  multiple  project  partners  with  diverse  interests  and  priorities 
have  worked  in  unison  to  achieve  success  in  natural  resource 
conservation. 

Timothy  DePriest's  efforts  involve  applied  ecology,  providing 
input  and  coordination  on  NYPA  habitat  improvement  projects, 
identifying  additional  habitat  improvement  opportunities  for  funding 
under  the  Habitat  Enhancement  and  Restoration  Fund,  and 
serving  as  NYSDEC  representative  and  current  chair  of  the 
Niagara  Greenway  Ecological  Standing  Committee.  He  also 
identifies  land  acquisition  projects  for  habitat  conservation  and 
public  access  in  the  region.  Tim  holds  a  B.S  in  Forest  Biology  from 
SUNY  College  of  Environmental  Science  and  Forestry  at 
Syracuse,  New  York  and  a  M.S.  in  Natural  Resources  from  Cornell 
University.  Tim  is  anxious  to  hear  suggestions  from  B.O.S. 
members  on  habitat  improvement  ideas  for  the  Niagara  River.  He 
considers  himself  fortunate  to  be  involved  with  the  conservation 
and  restoration  of  Niagara’s  ecosystems,  where  he  spent  much  of 
his  youth  developing  his  interest  in  studying  the  natural  world.  He 
resides  in  Amherst  with  his  wife  and  four  children  and  takes  great 
enjoyment  in  a  variety  of  outdoor  pursuits. 
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THE  MONTH:  February 


Elizabeth  Wells 


This  was  a  very  normal  February;  average 
temperature  of  26.0  °F  was  0.3  degrees  below  normal. 
There  were  no  record  temperatures  or  major  swings, 
although  the  coldest  reading  of  7  °F  (minimum  temp)  on 
the  1 0th  was  followed  the  next  day  by  the  warmest  at  49. 

A  cold  front  followed  that  evening  and  into  the  night, 
creating  gusty  winds  to  56  mph.  Another  thaw  on  the  19th 
was  followed  by  gusty  winds,  peaking  at  48  mph.  Lake 
Erie  water  temperature  dropped  to  32  °F  this  month  and 
the  eastern  end  of  the  lake  remained  covered  with  ice. 

Precipitation  totaled  3.05  inches,  about  half  an  inch 
more  than  normal.  There  was  measurable  precipitation 
15  days,  and  0.89  inches  of  cold,  heavy  rain  fell  on  the 
26th.  Snowfall  was  3  inches  above  normal  at  20.5.  Most 
snow  fell  during  the  first  10  days  of  February.  Lake  effect 
snow  on  the  2nd  was  primarily  north  of  the  city,  through 
Grand  Island  and  lower  Niagara  County,  and  set  a  new 
daily  record  of  7.8  inches.  Lake  effect  snow  hit  the 
southtowns  on  the  8th. 

Some  of  the  reported  birds  in  January  were  also  seen 
this  month.  This  includes  a  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  seen  by 
Richard  Salembier  on  the  6th  diving  in  the  harbor  channel 
at  Point  Breeze,  Lake  Ontario.  Jim  Pawlicki  observed  six 
Fish  Crows,  or  as  he  describes  them  as  “oversized 
blackbirds”  or  “mini/compact  American  Crows”  on  the  21st 
at  the  north  end  of  Squaw  Island,  Buffalo.  Four  were 
observed  flying  across  the  Niagara  River  to  Fort  Erie.  The 
first  February  sighting  of  this  species  was  in  2012.  Jim 
Pawlicki  and  Bill  Watson  reported  a  Thayer’s  Gull  above 
the  American  Falls  at  Goat  Island  on  February  23rd.  After 
comparing  photos  it  was  concluded  to  be  the  same  bird 
spotted  at  this  location  in  January. 

17  The  Month 

Elizabeth  Wells 

1 9  Noteworthy  Records 

Bruce  Chilton  &  Statisticians 

24  BOS  Study  Area  CBCs 

Jim  Landau 

25  Jan.  Waterfowl  Count  201 3 

Jim  Landau 

26  BOS  Hotline  Hints 

Mike  Galas 

26  Calendar 


A  Slaty-backed 
Gull  was  seen  at 
the  Lewiston 
Reservoir  on  the 
9th  by  Jim  Pawlicki 
and  Corey 
Callaghan.  Jim 
notes,  “Based  on 
the  retarded  bill 
coloration  (like  that 
of  a  bird  in  its  3rd  or 
4th  calendar  year) 


and  identical  plumage,  this  is  apparently  the  same  Slaty- 
backed  Gull  that  was  present  at  this  location  on  25 
January  2013,  and  before  then  above  Niagara  Falls  in 
Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  on  20  December  2012.”  A  single 
bird  was  also  seen  February  10th  and  11th  by  Pawlicki,  Bill 
Watson,  et  al,  at  the  Buffalo  Harbor.  Jim  was  unable  to 
determine  whether  this  was  the  same  bird  seen  in 
Lewiston  the  day  before.  “ Comparing  this  individual  to  the 


(Top  left)  Fish  Crow  and  (Top  right)  American  Crow 
photographed  by  Jim  Pawlicki  at  Squaw  Island  on  Feb. 

21 8t,  (Middle)  Fish  Crow  photographed  by  Jim  Pawlicki  at 
Squaw  Island  on  Feb.  21st;  primaries  numbered  in  red,  and 
(Bottom  and  Insert)  Short-eared  Owl  photographed  by 
Lewis  Crowell  at  Shelby  on  Feb.  10th. 


Slaty-backed  Gull 
observed  on  the 
Niagara  River  at  the 
Lewiston  Docks  on 
25  January  2013, 
both  individuals 
appeared  very  similar 
in  size,  structure, 
bare  parts,  plumage, 
and  general  primary 
pattern.  In  terms  of 
primary  pattern,  in  the 
views  had  of  the 
individual  observed  at 
the  Lewiston  Docks,  it 
appeared  to  show  a 
“mostly”  black  P8, 
although  with  the 
disclaimer  that  there 
may  have  been  a 
small  white 
subterminal  spot 
present  on  the  inner 
web.  Admittedly  after 
having  better  views  of 
the  individual  detailed 
in  this  report,  it 
reaffirmed  my 
impression  of  how 
difficult  it  can  be  on 
some  individuals  to 
see  a  subterminal 
spot  on  PQ,  since  I 
had  a  difficult  time 
confirming  a  spot  on 
this  individual 
depending  on  the 
angle  and  the  degree 
of  spread  in  the 
primaries.  In 

conclusion,  based  on  the  views  of  each  bird  at  each 
location,  neither  was  observed  or  photographed  well 
enough  to  determine  whether  they  are  definitively  of  the 
same  individual.”  This  is  the  second  February  sighting  of 
this  species,  the  other  in  2011  at  the  Lewiston  Reservoir. 

Among  a  raft  of  scaup  and  Redheads,  Jim  Pawlicki 
and  Bill  Watson  spotted  a  Tufted  Duck,  on  the  18th. 
“Regarding  age/sex,  the  dull  blackish-brown  plumage 
throughout  was  as  expected  for  a  female,  although 
further  research  (primarily  Pyle)  suggests  that  some  1st- 
winter  males  may  still  be  in  a  very  brown  female-like 
plumage  through  winter  and  early  spring.  The  size  of  the 
tuft  would  then  indicate  either  an  adult  female  or  1st- 
winter  male,  while  the  brownish  plumage  at  this  date 
would  seem  to  suggest  an  adult  female.”  The  most  recent 
February  record  was  in  2004  in  the  Welland  Canal, 
Ontario. 

Dave  Suggs  found  a  “blonde”  or  leucistic  Redhead  in 
the  Niagara  River  on  the  23rd  and  24th,  “...at  the  docks 
just  upstream  of  Collins  Marina  and  south  Grand  Is. 
bridge.  At  first  sight,  expected  an  escaped  farm  duck  or 
small  goose  due  to  near  white  appearance.  Studied  as  it 
was  swimming  and  feeding  with  a  male  Redhead,  then 
identified  as  a  female  Redhead.” 

Joe  Mitchell  discovered  a  distinctly  pale  Hoary 


Redpoll  (female)  among  a  flock  of  Common  Redpolls  at 
his  feeder  in  Alden  on  February  8.  Joe  notes  “ The 
upperparts  of  this  bird  were  noticeably  paler  than  the 
Commons  but  still  showed  dark  enough  streaks  that  I  was 
led  to  call  it  a  female  (along  with  the  absence  of  pink).” 

Three  Sandhill  Cranes  were  seen  resting  in  a 
puddled,  cut  soybean  field  off  Bowen  Road  in  Elma  by 
Tom  Sommerville  on  the  27th.  This  is  the  first  sighting  for 
the  year  and  the  earliest  record  for  migration;  the 
previous  early  record  was  March  13,  2011.  Three 
American  Pipits  were  sighted  at  Beaver  Island  SP  by  Sue 
and  Tom  O’Donnell  on  February  3rd.  This  is  most  notable 
for  being  the  only  February  sighting  of  this  species  on 
record. 

A  single  Savannah  Sparrow  was  seen  in  Shelby,  with 
a  small  flock  of  Tree  Sparrows,  on  the  10th  by  Lewis 
Crowell  and  Mark  Johnson.  The  last  February  sighting  for 
a  Savannah  Sparrow  was  in  1972.  An  Oregon  Junco  was 
found  by  Jim  Pawlicki  and  Bill  Watson  on  February  23rd  at 
Mid-River  Marina,  on  the  Niagara  River,  in  Tonawanda. 
Many  thanks  to  Mike  Morgante  and  Dave  Suggs  for  all 
their  help. 

A  special  thanks  to  Elizabeth  Wells  for  writing  many 
month  reports,  this  issue  is  her  last.  Thanks  Liz. 

References: 

Buffalo  National  Weather  Service  accessed  from:  http:// 
www.whuf.noaa.gov/  and 

DiTommaso,  D.,  Suggs,  D.,  et  al,  B.O.S.  Noteworthy  Records 
Database:  1964-2011. 


(Top)  Tufted  Duck  photographed  by  Jim  Pawlicki  at  Bird 
Island  Pier  on  Feb.  18th  and  (bottom)  a  leucistic  Redhead 
photographed  by  David  Suggs  at  Tonawanda  on  Feb.  23rd. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Date  Guide 
to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high  counts  for  the 
species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting  methods  used  by 
observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  or  juv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Bruce  Chilton  88 
Pryor  Ave.,  Tonawanda,  NY  14150;  Email;  BChi314159@aol.com 


Spepies 

Februar-v 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Gr.  White-fronted  Goose 

7-18 

4 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Landau,  Happ,  Goetz  et  al 

Snow  Goose 

7-22 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Salembier,  Goetz  et  al 

u 

21 

1 

Port  Colborne  (Ont) 

B&J  Farnan 

tt 

26 

1 

Fredonia 

Moshers 

Cackling  Goose 

9;  10 

3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Fell;  Mitchell 

u 

17 

2 

Shadigee 

Fox 

Mute  Swan 

3 

2 

Lewiston 

Watson,  Pawlicki 

a 

6 

3 

Point  Breeze 

Salembier 

u 

13 

3 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Sharon 

Tundra  Swan 

1;  15;  17 

458;  479;712 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Hess;  Watson;  Walters 

a 

3 

630 

Strawberry  1. 

D&D  Suggs 

u 

6 

785 

Motor  1.  to  Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon 

a 

27 

460 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Watson 

Wood  Duck 

24 

1 

North  Tonawanda 

Watson 

u 

27 

1 

Squaw  L,  Bflo. 

Brenner 

Gadwall 

3 

16 

Goat  1. 

Watson 

tt 

3;  23,  34 

16;  28,  34 

Tonawanda 

Salembier;  Watson 

u 

3 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox 

a 

14 

22 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon 

American  Black  Duck 

4;  17 

55;  200 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Watson;  Walters 

a 

27 

48 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Watson 

Northern  Shoveler 

3;  23 

i;  i 

Tonawanda 

Salembier  et  al;  Pawlicki 

u 

3 

i 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox 

Northern  Pintail 

2 

1 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

H 

3 

4 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

tt 

15;  26 

i;  3 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon;  Hess 

u 

26 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Mitchell 

Green-winged  Teal 

20 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Ziemba 

IC 

23;  26 

4;  1 

Fredonia 

VerHague;  Moshers 

Canvasback 

4;  17 

6550;  3200 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Watson;  Walters 

tt 

7-14 

1000 

W.  River,  Grand  1. 

Lazarczyk 

a 

24 

130 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

Redhead 

2;  18 

300;  56 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher;  Berry 

u 

7-14 

100 

W.  River,  Grand  1. 

Lazarczyk 

tt 

17 

1500 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Walters 

tt 

18 

1500 

Bird  1.  Pier 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

tt 

23 

1150;  967 

Tonawanda 

Pawlicki;  Watson 

u 

23,  24 

1  fern  (semi- 
leucistic) 

Niagara  River 

D&D  Suggs 

Ring-necked  Duck 

10;  18 

12;  6 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson;  Berry 

a 

23 

16 

Tonawanda 

Pawlicki;  D&D  Suggs 

tt 

26 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Mitchell 

Tufted  Dupk 

18 

1 

Bird  1.  Pier 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

Greater  Scaup 

10 

12000 

Buffalo 

Watson 

a 

18 

7000 

Bird  1.  Pier 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

Lesser  Scaup 

18,  23 

85,  698 

Tonawanda 

Pawlicki 

u 

18 

150 

Bird  1.  Pier 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

19 


Species 

Februarv 

Number 

Location 

Observerfs) 

King  Eider 

16;  17 

1  ad  m 

Port  Weller  (Ont) 

Ahara  et  al;  D’Anna,  Potter 

Surf  Scoter 

5 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Salembier 

« 

6;  9 

1;  2 

Point  Breeze 

Salembier;  Morse 

a 

10;  23 

i;  i 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Callaghan;  D’Anna,  Potter 

M 

23 

2 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Jacklin,  D’Anna  et  al 

u 

27 

3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher 

White-winged  Scoter 

6 

77 

Point  Breeze 

Salembier 

a 

24 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

a 

27 

123 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Watson 

Black  Scoter 

5 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Salembier 

a 

6;  10 

i;  8 

Point  Breeze 

Salembier;  Coleman 

u 

13 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Ziemba 

a 

18 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Salembier 

Long-tailed  Duck 

3 

730 

Lewiston 

Watson 

u 

27 

97 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Watson 

Bufflehead 

10;  18 

90;  7 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson;  Berry 

u 

18 

900 

Bird  1.  Pier 

Watson 

Common  Goldeneye 

4 

450 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

u 

10,  18 

600,  600 

Buffalo 

Watson 

a 

17 

800 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Walters 

Barrow’s  Goldeneve 

6 

1 

Point  Breeze 

Salembier 

Hooded  Merganser 

4 

53 

North  Tonawanda 

Watson 

a 

10;  18 

92;  74 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson;  Berry 

Common  Merganser 

2 

550 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher 

u 

4 

240 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Watson 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

5 

500 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Salembier 

a 

10 

1000 

Buffalo 

Watson 

Ruddy  Duck 

10,  23 

1,  1 

Tonawanda 

D&D  Suggs 

u 

10;  23,  25 

6;  12 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Salembier;  Goetz 

it 

23 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Wild  Turkey 

18 

51 

Royalton 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Red-throated  Loon 

16 

6 

Carlton 

Fox 

u 

17 

11 

Shadigee 

Fox 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

9 

22 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mashburn 

Horned  Grebe 

16 

12 

Carlton 

Fox 

Red-necked  Grebe 

17 

1 

Shadigee 

Fox 

Double-crest.  Cormorant 

1 

3 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

a 

10;  18 

149;  35 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson;  Berry 

Great  Blue  Heron 

3 

132 

Tonawanda 

D&D  Suggs 

a 

4 

55 

Strawberry  1. 

Watson 

a 

10 

18 

Lewiston 

Watson 

a 

14 

15 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Humann 

a 

15 

75 

Motor  1. 

Watson 

Black-cr.  Night-Heron 

2-24 

2  -  4(im) 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz  ,  Pawlicki  et  al 

a 

18 

1 

Welland  (Ont) 

Hilton 

Black  Vulture 

16;  23 

i;  1 

Queenston  (Ont) 

Platt;  Smith 

Turkey  Vulture 

3 

5 

Queenston  (Ont) 

Platt 

a 

3;  9;  18 

8;  5;  21 

Lewiston 

Watson;  Pawlicki;  Mitchell 

u 

25F 

1 

Jamestown 

Berry 

it 

26 

1 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Watson 

Bald  Eagle 

1  -28 

2  ad  +  n 

Eden 

Andrle 

a 

3 

3 

Strawberry  1. 

D&D  Suggs 

a 

4,  15 

2  ad  +  n 

Strawberry  1. 

Watson 

a 

10;  16;  25 

8;  4;  13 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mitchell;  Goetz;  Leenders 

a 

22 

2  +  n 

Port  Colborne  (Ont) 

R&L  Goodridge 

a 

26 

2  +  n 

Navy  1.  (Ont) 

Pawlicki 

Northern  Harrier 

3 

4 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

16 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Barth 

a 

17 

1 

Port  Weller  (Ont) 

Vandermeulen,  Bensette 

a 

25 

1 

Jamestown 

Berry 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

26 

19 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Watson 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

5 

1  dark 

Youngstown 

Salembier 

a 

16 

2 

Ellington 

Mitchell 

20 


Secies 

February 

Number 

Lacatioa 

Observer(s) 

M 

23 

2 

Royalton 

Humann 

U 

23,  24 

1  dk,  1  It 

Stevensville  (Ont) 

Jacklin,  BonEnfant 

American  Coot 

7 

22 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Watson 

u 

11;  18 

7;  18 

Tonawanda 

Hess;  Watson 

u 

10;  18 

267;  19 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson;  Berry 

Sandhill  Crane 

27F 

3 

Elma 

Somerville 

Killdeer 

18F 

1 

Clarence 

M.  Coniglio 

u 

26 

1 

Birdsong  Parklands 

Brenner 

Purple  Sandpiper 

2 

1 

Squaw  1. 

Mashburn 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

17 

7000 

Lewiston 

Walters 

17 

1500 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

Walters 

Little  Gull 

1 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Ziemba 

a 

2 

1 

Erie  Basin  Marina 

Mashburn 

ft 

16;  18;  27 

1;  1;  3 

Lewiston 

Platt;  Mitchell;  Andrini 

Herring  Gull 

3;  9 

6200;  4800 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Watson;  Callaghan 

M 

17 

1000 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Walters 

Thaypr’g  Gull 

3 

1 

Goat  1. 

Pawlicki  et  al 

Iceland  Gull 

3 

30 

Adam  Beck  Hydro  (Ont) 

Platt 

u 

3;  24 

32;  15 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Pawlicki  et  al;  D’Anna  et  al 

u 

9 

41 

Lewiston 

Pawlicki,  Callaghan 

u 

9 

11 

Goat  1. 

Pawlicki,  Callaghan 

a 

23 

13 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

3 

5 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

u 

9 

9 

Goat  1. 

Pawlicki,  Callaghan 

u 

10,  11 

2 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Pawlicki  et  al 

u 

13;  14 

1 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Humann;  Sharon 

M 

27 

3 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Watson 

Slatv-backed  Gull 

9 

1 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Pawlicki  et  al 

u 

10,  11 

1 

Erie  Basin  Marina 

Pawlicki,  Watson  et  al 

Glaucous  Gull 

3 

12 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

u 

9;  24 

35;  5 

Lewiston 

Pawlicki  et  al;  D’Anna  et  al 

u 

9 

3 

Goat  1. 

Pawlicki,  Callaghan 

u 

9 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

u 

10 

10 

Buffalo 

Callaghan,  Hollister 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

12 

58 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Callaghan 

M 

18 

17 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Berry 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

9 

3  (all  3  morphs)Port  Colborne/Wainfleet 

B&J  Farnan 

Snowy  Owl 

7 

1 

Dunkirk 

Ziemba 

ft 

9;  18 

1 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Pawlicki  et  al;  Mitchell 

u 

9;  17 

1 

St.  Catharines  (Ont) 

Highcock;  D’Anna,  Potter 

u 

13 

1 

Erie  Basin  Marina 

Yoerg 

Long-eared  Owl 

10 

1 

Wainfleet  (Ont) 

B&J  Farnan 

Short-eared  Owl 

3,  10;  23 

9,  8;  2 

Royalton 

Yoerg,  Henderson;  Humann 

M 

10;  18 

8;  8 

Shelby 

Crowell;  S&T  O’Donnell 

u 

20,  28 

1.2 

Alexander 

Dart 

Northern  Saw-whet  Owl 

25 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

B&J  Farnan 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

10 

1 

Lincoln  (Ont) 

Smith 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

1  -21 

1  m 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Sankey,  Grassie 

u 

4 

1 

Como  Lake  CP 

Mitchell 

it 

4 

1 

Allegany  SP 

LeBlanc 

Merlin 

9 

1 

N.  Buffalo 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

u 

11 

1 

Erie  Basin  Marina 

Pawlicki,  Morse 

u 

16 

1 

Shelby 

D&D  Suggs 

Peregrine  Falcon 

4 

1 

N  Grand  1.  bridge 

Humann 

5 

1 

Gallagher  Beach,  Bflo. 

Watson 

it 

10 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson,  Happ 

a 

10 

2 

Downtown  Buffalo 

D&D  Suggs 

u 

10 

2 

S.  Grand  1.  bridge 

D&D  Suggs 

u 

18 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Salembier 

ft 

23 

2 

Tonawanda 

D&D  Suggs 

u 

25 

1 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

Morgante 

Northern  Shrike 

3;  16 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Yoerg  et  al;  D&D  Suggs 

u 

10 

1 

Yates 

Salembier 

u 

10 

1 

Wainfleet  (Ont) 

B&J  Farnan 

21 


§p§cies 

February 

Number 

Location 

Observers) 

(i 

23 

1 

Royalton 

Humann 

» 

24 

1 

Carlton 

S&T  O’Donnell 

American  Crow 

4,6 

1500,  500 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Fell 

Fish  Crow 

21 

6 

Squaw  1. 

Pawlicki 

Common  Raven 

12 

1 

Sardinia 

Mitchell 

18-24 

1  -2 

Tonawanda 

Pawlicki;  Humann  et  al 

Horned  Lark 

2,9 

70,  60 

Bethany 

Beattie 

u 

10 

150 

Yates 

Crowell 

Carolina  Wren 

5 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  SP 

Salembier 

K 

6 

1 

Eden 

Andrle 

tt 

14,  22 

1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

3 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Eastern  Bluebird 

3 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

10 

5 

Olcott 

Yoerg 

u 

11 

3 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Humann 

American  Pipit 

3;  10 

3;  2 

Beaver  1.  SP 

S&T  O’Donnell;  Humann 

Lapland  Longspur 

1 

1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

(i 

6;  10 

1;  2 

Yates 

Salembier;  Crowell 

K 

10 

10 

Lincoln  (Ont) 

Smith 

u 

17 

14 

Ransomville 

Muller 

Snow  Bunting 

10 

450 

Yates 

Crowell 

(i 

10 

35 

Bethany 

Dart,  Beattie 

u 

10 

110 

Royalton 

Coleman 

Eastern  Towhee 

5 

1 

Vineland  (Ont) 

Radman 

a 

17 

1 

Gowanda 

Grande 

Chipping  Sparrow 

17-28 

1 

Fredonia 

Goetz 

Field  Sparrow 

1  -28 

1 

Eden 

Andrle 

M 

7 

2 

Carlton 

Mitchell,  Pawlicki 

Savannah  Sparrow 

10 

1 

Shelby 

Crowell,  Johnson 

Swamp  Sparrow 

3 

6 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

5;  13 

2;  1 

TifftNP 

Watson;  Salembier 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

1  -28 

1  -9 

Wilson  (f) 

Potter,  D'Anna 

u 

2;  19 

39;  1 

Bethany 

D’Anna,  Potter;  Beattie 

a 

4 

1  im 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Hoar 

a 

6 

2 

Portland 

Hardenburg 

a 

7 

15 

Carlton 

Mitchell,  Pawlicki 

Dark-eved  Junco  (Oreaon) 

9 

1 

Colden 

J&K  Landau 

23 

1 

Tonawanda 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

Northern  Cardinal 

8 

44 

Lyndonville 

Ewald 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

i;  2 

1;  3 

Bethany 

Beattie;  D’Anna,  Potter 

tt 

9,  20 

2 

Lancaster 

Morgante 

it 

5;  16 

10;  17 

TifftNP 

Watson;  Coleman 

u 

13 

2 

Portland 

Hardenburg 

u 

23 

7 

Marilla 

Holmes 

a 

23 

3 

Tonawanda 

Pawlicki 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

6 

2 

Somerset 

Salembier 

a 

10 

1 

Fredonia 

Ziemba 

Rusty  Blackbird 

6,7 

1 

Portland 

Hardenburg 

Common  Grackle 

26F 

1 

Grand  1. 

Sharon 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

3 

31 

Marilla 

Holmes 

tt 

18 

3 

Alabama 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Purple  Finch 

7 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Mitchell,  Pawlicki 

Red  Crossbill 

23 

1 

Colden 

Bennett 

Ci 

25 

6 

Allegany  SP 

LeBlanc 

White-winged  Crossbill 

2 

13 

Allegany  SP 

LeBlanc 

k 

3 

6 

Elma 

Rosenburg,  Fell 

u 

6;  7 

1;  10 

Carlton 

Salembier;  Mitchell, 
Pawlicki 

a 

16;  24 

i;  i 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Fell;  Coleman 

Common  Redpoll 

1  -27 

8-60 

Colden 

J&K  Landau 

it 

1  -28 

60-15 

Clarence  (f) 

Morgante 

M 

2,21,22 

90,  135,  35 

Bethany 

Beattie 

it 

2 

100 

S.  Wales 

Carbone 

it 

4,7 

20,  78 

Eden 

Andrle 

22 


Species  February  Number  Location  Observer(s) 


(4 

7 

60 

Carlton 

Mitchell 

a 

12 

50 

Alden 

Mitchell 

u 

18 

198 

Hartland 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Hoary  Redpoll 

8 

1 

Alden 

Mitchell 

Pine  Siskin 

2 

25 

S.  Wales 

Carbone 

M 

7 

22 

Elma 

Salembier 

u 

14-28 

2 

Colden 

J&K  Landau 

American  Goldfinch 

2 

90 

Bethany 

Beattie 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1:6 

1:2 

Bethany 

Mitchell;  Beattie 

Species,  subspecies  and  named  hybrids  for  the  month  and  year:  1 37 

Species,  subspecies  and  named  hybrids  new  for  the  month:  013 

Total  for  the  year  2013:  150 


Statisticians’  Note:  If  any  observer  wishes  to  know  the  status  of  their  verification  report,  please  contact  the  Statisticians 
and  we  will  give  them  the  reasons  for  our  decision.  Please  advise  us  of  any  errors  in  the  Noteworthy  Records. 


(Top  Left)  Thayer’s  Gull  photographed  by  Jim  Pawlicki  at  Goat  Island  on  Feb.  3rd,  (Bottom  Left  and  inset)  Hoary  Redpoll 
photographed  by  Joseph  Mitchell  at  Alden  on  Feb.  8th,  and  (Top  and  Bottom  Right)  Savannah  Sparrow  photographed  by 
Lewis  Crowell  at  Shelby  on  Feb.  10th. 
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BOS  Study  Area  CBCs  2012-13 

Jim  Landau 


BOS  Study  Area  CBCs 

113th  CBC  (2012-2013) 

Beaver 

Meadow 

Bflo/ 

Grand  Is. 

Dunkirk 

Eredonla 

Hamburg 

E.  Aurora 

James 

town 

Niagara 

Halls 

Oak 

Orchard 

Port 

Colborne 

Scio 

St 

Bonaventure 

St. 

Catharines 

Wilson 

Lake  Plains 

TOTAL 

Species  /  Count  Date 

12/22/12 

12/16/12 

1/1/13 

12/29/12 

12/16/12 

12/31/12 

12/28/12 

12/30/12 

12/15/12 

12/15/12 

12/16/12 

12/15/12 

Greater  White-fronted  Goose 

0 

Snow  Goose 

i 

i 

2 

Ross's  Goose 

0 

lirant 

0 

Cackling  Goose 

2 

7 

9 

Canada  Goose 

722 

4676 

731 

1164 

1562 

2842 

6145 

2967 

768 

321 

3176 

718 

25792 

Mate  Swan 

1 

2 

6 

3 

21 

2 

35 

Irumoeter  Swan 

1 

1 

Tundra  Swan 

910 

29 

8 

137 

1084 

VVhoooer  Swan 

0 

Wood  Duck 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

Gad  wall 

100 

18 

4 

5 

27 

2 

156 

Eurasian  Wteeon 

0 

American  Wigeon 

35 

6 

26 

67 

American  Black  Duck 

167 

5 

6 

27 

45 

796 

1 

31 

13 

1091 

Mallard 

31 

1576 

175 

162 

810 

376 

32 

1628 

44 

74 

590 

193 

5691 

Mallard  hybrid 

0 

Northern  Shoveler 

3 

11 

7 

21 

Northern  Pintail 

3 

2 

1 

7 

13 

Green- winged  Teal 

0 

Canvasback 

1245 

3 

1248 

Redhead 

123 

295 

1 

6 

132 

557 

Rina-necked  Duck 

244 

36 

1 

44 

325 

Greater  Scann 

3547 

4 

23 

366 

13 

42 

3995 

Lesser  Scaun 

9 

2 

532 

3 

5 

1 

8 

560 

scaup  species 

0 

King  Eider 

0 

eider  species 

0 

liarleouin  Duck 

0 

Surf  Scoter 

1 

1 

1 

3 

White-winged  Scoter 

27 

347 

54 

166 

594 

Black  Scoter 

1 

2 

3 

6 

scoter  species 

0 

Lone-tailed  Duck 

1 

2 

1144 

350 

372 

1869 

Bufflehead 

7718 

68 

46 

138 

540 

72 

30 

8612 

Common  Goldeneve 

7202 

1 

1 

14 

464 

1 

95 

103 

207 

8088 

Barrow’s  Goldeneve 

0 

Hooded  Merganser 

198 

59 

97 

16 

17 

110 

12 

509 

Common  Merganser 

15 

158 

7 

7 

251 

1886 

5 

18 

1 

63 

20 

11 

2442 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

429 

1 

35 

2 

868 

2 

116 

196 

574 

2223 

merganser  species 

0 

Ruddv  Duck 

7 

299 

1 

307 

duck  species 

40 

6 

18 

64 

waterbird  species 

0 

Northern  Bobwhite 

0 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

10 

Ruffed  Grouse 

4 

3 

7 

Wild  Turkey 

51 

86 

36 

4 

77 

2 

34 

305 

1 

91 

12 

699 

Red-throated  Loon 

35 

11 

157 

203 

Common  Loon 

2 

4 

4 

22 

32 

loon  species 

0 

Pied-biUed  Grebe 

2 

5 

8 

1 

16 

Horned  Grebe 

2 

1 

9 

1 

1 

14 

Red-necked  Grebe 

1 

91 

92 

Eared  Grebe 

0 

grebe  species 

0 

Northern  Cannet 

0 

Am  W  hite  Pelican 

0 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

38 

95 

45 

133 

2 

313 

Great  Blue  Heron 

2 

8 

13 

2 

7 

37 

9 

2 

1 

10 

2 

93 

Great  Egret 

0 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron 

17 

1 

18 

Black  Vulture 

7 

7 

Turkey  Vulture 

1 

16 

31 

4 

52 

Osorev 

0 

Bald  Eagle 

10 

16 

6 

2 

11 

4 

2 

2 

3 

56 

Northern  Harrier 

1 

7 

1 

6 

16 

5 

4 

3 

43 

Sbarn-shinned  Hawk 

4 

5 

4 

3 

5 

4 

1 

1 

8 

1 

36 

Conner's  Hawk 

1 

12 

2 

2 

3 

15 

8 

3 

1 

8 

5 

60 

Northern  Goshawk 

1 

1 

accipiter  species 

1 

1 

Red-shouidered  Hawk 

1 

1 

Red-taiied  Hawk 

17 

71 

16 

36 

29 

72 

77 

40 

8 

18 

119 

36 

539 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

2 

3 

3 

1 

1 

10 

buteo  species 

0 

hawk  species 

0 

Virginia  Rati 

0 

American  Coot 

19 

209 

17 

4 

125 

8 

382 

Sandhill  Crane 

0 

Killdeer 

1 

1 

American  Avocct 

0 

24 


Purple  Sandpiper 

0 

Dunlin 

0 

W  ilson's  Snipe 

1 

1 

\mcrican  Woodcock 

0 

Black-legged  kittiwake 

0 

Sabine  s  Gull 

0 

Bonaparte*!  GuU 

7947 

75 

2 

3412 

500 

38 

1560 

13534 

Black-headed  Gull 

0 

2 

2 

4 

Ross’  Gull 

0 

Laughing  GuU 

0 

Franklin’s  Gull 

0 

Mew  GuU 

0 

King-billed  GuU 

7189 

1168 

421 

2441 

3309 

2 

362 

83 

7 

1038 

435 

16455 

C  alifornia  GuU 

0 

Herring  GuU 

4098 

7 

48 

23 

6607 

1 

278 

473 

274 

11809 

rhnyer's  GuU 

1 

1 

2 

Iceland  Gull 

1 

16 

1 

18 

Usser  Black-backed  Gull 

5 

1 

6 

Slaty-backed  Gull 

0 

Glaucous  GuU 

1 

10 

1 

1 

13 

urt'8i  rJiacK-Dackea  uull 

165 

45 

3 

1 

172 

13 

86 

49 

534 

gull  species 

100 

92 

11 

203 

Common  Tern 

0 

Poiuarine  Jaeger 

0 

iaeaer  species 

0 

Razorbill 

0 

Rock  Pigeon 

387 

974 

60 

374 

578 

945 

497 

417 

159 

693 

786 

393 

6263 

Mourning  Dove 

308 

328 

117 

466 

93 

495 

1368 

420 

210 

976 

228 

5009 

Barn  Owl 

0 

3 

8 

7 

5 

1 

6 

2 

10 

5 

47 

Great  Homed  Owl 

3 

1 

2 

8 

3 

1 

2 

1 

21 

Snowy  Owl 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

tong-cared  Owl 

0 

Short-eared  Owl 

5 

5 

Boreal  Owl 

0 

Northern  Saw-whet  Owl 

1 

1 

1 

3 

owl  species 

0 

Belted  Kingfisher 

10 

1 

5 

11 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

2 

40 

Red-beaded  W  oodpecker 

0 

Red-beUied  Woodpecker 

28 

32 

15 

46 

20 

42 

80 

17 

5 

9 

60 

35 

389 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Downy  Woodpecker 

48 

62 

39 

69 

35 

48 

120 

45 

16 

20 

112 

48 

662 

llairv  Woodpecker 

13 

8 

13 

25 

19 

9 

25 

9 

7 

6 

12 

5 

151 

ITiree-toed  Woodpecker 

0 

Black-backed  Woodpecker 

0 

Northern  Flicker 

1 

3 

3 

18 

15 

1 

28 

13 

82 

PUeated  Woodpecker 

1 

1 

5 

4 

1 

6 

2 

1 

21 

woodpecker  species 

0 

American  Kestrel 

1 

11 

2 

1 

8 

17 

9 

5 

1 

3 

41 

2 

101 

Merlin 

5 

2 

1 

1 

9 

Gvrfaicon 

0 

Peregrine  Falcon 

3 

4 

1 

8 

falcon  species 

0 

Eastern  Phoebe 

0 

Northern  Shrike 

2 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 

12 

Blue  Jay 

187 

63 

50 

148 

73 

138 

245 

73 

58 

163 

229 

69 

1496 

American  Crow 

592 

2078 

300 

343 

576 

204 

306 

196 

164 

242 

77 

141 

5219 

C  ommon  Raven 

4 

1 

2 

7 

Horned  Lark 

33 

2 

20 

20 

75 

841 

104 

2 

9 

1106 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

387 

365 

153 

528 

295 

298 

364 

231 

129 

214 

442 

151 

3557 

Boreal  Chickadee 

0 

Rifted  Titmouse 

36 

45 

24 

101 

18 

16 

23 

14 

19 

22 

31 

17 

366 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

17 

16 

11 

17 

11 

30 

23 

9 

6 

12 

30 

13 

195 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

28 

47 

25 

73 

39 

33 

86 

19 

20 

58 

43 

20 

491 

nuthatch  species 

0 

Brown  Creeper 

3 

15 

2 

7 

7 

15 

3 

1 

9 

7 

69 

House  W  ren 

0 

Winter  Wren 

3 

4 

2 

8 

1 

18 

Sedge  Wren 

0 

Marsh  W  ren 

0 

Carolina  Wren 

5 

6 

4 

18 

3 

15 

1 

2 

34 

3 

91 

wren  species 

0 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

5 

33 

3 

11 

6 

6 

6 

4 

23 

4 

101 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

1 

1 

Eastern  Bluebird 

22 

10 

3 

11 

22 

5 

15 

3 

64 

48 

203 

Townsend’s  SoUtaire 

0 

1  lermit  Thrush 

1 

1 

2 

American  Robin 

51 

2 

3 

110 

20 

2 

1 

124 

10 

323 

Varied  Thrush 

0 

Gray  Catbird 

0 

Northern  Mockingbird 

7 

2 

21 

4 

7 

58 

7 

106 

Brown  Thrasher 

0 

25 


European  Starling 

681 

8050 

48 

2037 

1022 

16541 

2575 

412 

508 

561 

4332 

1358 

38125 

American  Pipit 

1 

1 

A 

1 

5 

Bohemian  Waxwing 

0 

Cedar  Waxwing 

1 

35 

1 

47 

75 

159 

Lapland  l  ongspur  l  50 

1 

28 

42 

1 

122 

Snow  Bunting 

154 

4 

18 

383 

605 

353 

183 

7 

1707 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

0 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

0 

Common  Yeilowtbroat 

1 

1 

Velio  w  Warbler 

0 

Palm  Warbler 

0 

Pine  Warbler 

1 

1 

Yellow-ramped  Warbler 

1 

2 

1 

1 

4 

9 

Prairie  Warbler 

0 

warbler  species 

0 

Eastern  Towhee 

0 

American  Tree  Sparrow 

312 

148 

106 

175 

55 

506 

1852 

320 

3 

51 

293 

86 

3907 

Chipping  Sparrow 

1 

1 

2 

Field  Sparrow 

2 

4 

1 

7 

Vesper  Sparrow 

0 

Lark  Sparrow 

0 

Savannah  Sparrow 

1 

4 

l 

£ 

2 

2 

Song  Sparrow 

1 

5 

7 

11 

2 

15 

19 

7 

5 

11 

3 

86 

Swamp  Sparrow 

1 

4 

4 

2 

5 

2 

2 

20 

White-throated  Sparrow 

4 

4 

3 

12 

27 

11 

8 

8 

7 

4 

4 

92 

Harris’s  Sparrow 

0 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

22 

3 

4 

5 

1 

4 

39 

sparrow  species 

0 

Dark-eved  Junco 

446 

215 

147 

345 

80 

778 

1555 

573 

73 

91 

674 

105 

5082 

Oregon  Juneo 

1 

1 

Northern  Cardinal 

109 

156 

123 

231 

52 

344 

51? 

154 

36 

35 

228 

75 

2057 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

0 

Dkkcisset 

0 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

1 

2 

57 

27 

87 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

2 

2 

meadowlark  species 

0 

Yellow-headed  Blackbird 

0 

Rusts  Blackbird 

1 

1 

Brewer's  Blackbird 

0 

Common  Crackle 

4 

4 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

1 

1 

4 

4 

6 

113 

31 

10 

170 

Baltimore  Oriole 

0 

Pine  Grosbeak 

0 

2 

1 

1 

4 

House  Finch 

49 

82 

50 

155 

30 

215 

214 

194 

70 

23 

218 

103 

1403 

finch  species 

0 

Red  Crossbill 

0 

White-winged  Crossbill 

2 

1 

3 

crossbill  species 

0 

Common  RedpoU 

81 

58 

81 

120 

53 

264 

575 

67 

12 

153 

1686 

Hoars  RedpoU 

2 

2 

Pine  Siskin 

4 

1 

41 

1 

15 

11 

34 

27 

134 

American  Goldfinch 

233 

108 

45 

183 

70 

316 

208 

113 

55 

23 

435 

93 

1882 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1 

1 

House  Sparrow 

265 

1445 

172 

1499 

159 

1221 

1387 

504 

18 

109 

1598 

620 

8997 

Total  Species 

44 

93 

63 

62 

72 

92 

73 

67 

38 

45 

85 

80 

131 

202621 

335 

Total  Individuals 

5266 

62543 

4464 

8971 

9921 

45503 

20113 

12622 

2608 

3081 

18403 

9126 

Number  of  observers 

23 

45 

16 

38 

29 

40 

28 

22 

8 

14 

51 

21 

Additional  species  during  count  wk: 

Hooded  Merganser 

X 

Common  1-oon 

X 

California  Gull 

X 

Vellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

* 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

X 

i 

i 

5 

X 

Snow  Bunting 

X 

Pine  Siskin 

X 

Editorial  Hags  (colored  cells) 

Unusual  Species 

High  Count  I  1 


Low Count[ 
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New  York  State  Winter  Waterfowl  Count  -  January  19-27,  2013  Region _ 1 _  Ctiinyitvd  by  ,Jini  CflOdau -  People  feeding  wild  waterfowl: 


New  York  State  January  Waterfowl  Count  -  2013 

Jim  Landau 
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www.BuffaloOrnitholoqicalSociety.org 


MAY  -  JUNE  Calendar  &  Announcements 

Buffalo-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 

Bird  Hotline  1-877-698-3261  (if  busy  866-321-4255  or 
614-384-2335) 

Mar.  1  -  May  15:  Hamburg  Hawkwatch  at  Lakeside  Memorial 
Park  in  Hamburg  (off  Camp  Rd.  between  Routes  5  &  20),  10  AM 
and  3  PM  (weather  permitting).  Contact  Jim  Landau  for 
additional  info  (716-  941-3869  or  laa.dauir@flmaiLc.Qiri). 

May  5:  Sun.  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  Field  Trip  for  early  warblers 
and  migrants.  Leader:  Joe  Mitchell;  716-604-7701  or 
josephcmitcheli@gmail.com.  Meet  at  7:30  AM  in  the  Tifft  N.P. 
parking  lot  off  of  Furhmann  Blvd.  This  is  a  half-day  trip. 

May  8:  Wed.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  in  the  Jaeger  Room  of 
the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Jajean  Rose-Burney  will 
present  “Protecting  the  Birds  of  Mexico’s  Southern  Altiplano.” 

May  19:  Sun.  BOS  Annual  May  Bird  Count.  Members 
encouraged  to  participate.  Compiler:  Robert  DeLeon 
(716-626-0325  or  rldeleon@yahoo.  com) 

June  12:  Wed.  The  Annual  June  Picnic  will  be  held  at  Tifft 
Nature  Preserve  (off  Fuhrman  Blvd).  Picnic  will  be  followed 
by  a  short  field  trip  of  Tifft  Nature  Preserve.  Bring  your  own  food 
and  we  will  eat  at  6:00  PM  near  the  Visitor  Center. 

Oct.  25:  Friday.  2013  Vaughan  Lecture.  Professor  Bridget 
Stutchbury  from  York  University  in  Toronto  will  present  her 
research  on  tracking  songbird  migration.  Bridget  Stutchbury  was 
born  in  Montreal  and  raised  in  Toronto.  She  completed  the 
Ph.D.  at  Yale  University  and  was  a  postdoctoral  fellow  at  the 
Smithsonian  Institution.  Since  the  1980s,  she  has  followed 
songbirds  to  their  wintering  grounds  in  Latin  America  and  back 
to  their  breeding  grounds  in  North  America  to  understand  their 
behavior,  ecology  and  conservation.  Her  latest  research  uses 
“geolocators”  to  track  the  amazing  migratory  journeys  of  Wood 
Thrushes,  Purple  Martins  and  Red-eyed  Vireos.  She  serves  on 
scientific  advisory  committees  for  World  Wildlife  Fund  Canada, 
Wildlife  Preservation  Canada,  and  Earth  Rangers.  She  is  also 
author  of  Silence  of  the  Songbirds  (2007  finalist  for  the 
Governor  General’s  Award)  and  more  recently  The  Private  Lives 
of  Birds  (2010). 


BOS  Hotline  Hints 

Mike  Galas 

The  Society  sponsors  a  rare  bird  alert  for  all  of  its  members.  I 
could  write  pages  of  explanations,  but  here  are  a  few  suggestions 
for  making  it  simple.  To  start,  you  don't  have  to  look  for  the 
number;  just  program  your  cell  phone  to  speed  dial  it.  The  number 
is  1-877-698-3261 .  Now  you  don't  have  to  remember  it.  For 
example,  my  speed  dial  is  7.  I  hit  7  and  send;  this  connects  me  to 
the  service.  Once  connected,  just  follow  the  prompts.  You  will  be 
asked  to  enter  the  code  144238  1756.  This  is  necessary  to 
continue.  Another  HINT,  I  have  this  code  typed  in  under  the  one 
call  number  in  my  cell  just  in  case  I  forget  the  code.  Once  you've 
done  it  a  few  times,  you’ll  probably  have  it  memorized  as  I  do  at 
this  point.  After  following  all  the  prompts,  the  only  other  information 
you  will  need  is:  send  it  to  group  02,  not  00.  Enter  02  when 
prompted.  You'll  finish  by  following  all  the  prompts  until  the  final 
prompt  states  your  call  is  complete.  At  that  point  you  will  have  just 
made  your  first  call;  it’s  that  simple.  PLEASE  NOTE,  this 
information  is  available  at  our  monthly  meeting  on  a  business 
card. 

Another  item  that  needs  to  be  pointed  out  is  the  following:  if 
you  receive  a  phone  call  from  693-4892,  that  is  not  the  hot  line.  It 
is  the  control  number  for  this  service  and  it's  my  home  number.  If 
you  want  to  hear  the  message  you  missed,  just  hit  your 
programmed  speed  dial.  You  will  hear  this  prompt:  “If  you  want 
your  latest  message  press  1."  By  pressing  1,  you  will  hear  the 
latest  message.  It's  that  simple  and  you  can  hear  it  as  many  times 
as  you  wish. 

My  cell  number  is  (716)  345-5419;  feel  free  to  call  me 
anytime.  I  will  gladly  put  your  information  on  the  hot  line,  if  you  do 
not  wish  or  cannot  do  it  yourself.  I  will  include  your  name  and  cell 
number  in  the  message.  You  can  call  or  email  me 
(mgalas® roadrunner.com)  any  time  with  questions;  I  will  do  my 
best  to  help  you.  This  is  a  great  communication  tool.  Once  a  call  is 
made,  it  goes  out  to  196  member  phones  within  minutes,  letting 
members  know  where  the  sighting  has  occurred. 

Please  remember,  if  you  change  your  number,  notify  us  so  I  can 
update  your  connection  to  one  call  and  Karen  can  update  your 
membership  information.  Thank  you  for  using  one  call.  Good  luck 
and  Happy  Birding! 
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THE  MONTH:  March 

Tim  Baird 


To  say  that  March  weather  can  be  inconsistent  from 
year  to  year  might  be  an  understatement.  March  2012 
was  the  warmest  on  record  beating  the  average  for  the 
month  by  over  14°  F.  This  year  our  March  average 
temperature  was  1 .1°  F  below  the  average  of  32.9°  F.  The 
National  Weather  Service  in  their  summary  of  this 
March’s  weather  states,  “March  2013  in  Buffalo  will  go 
down  in  the  record  books  as  a  dry  month  with  very  few 
notable  weather  events.”  For  Buffalo,  it  was  the  second 
driest  March  on  record.  Buffalo’s  total  snowfall  measured 
slightly  below  average  for  March.  Heavier  lake  effect 
snows  fell  south  of  the  city  from  the  20th  to  the  22nd. 

Water  temperature  in  Lake  Erie  remained  a  steady  32°  F 
for  the  month. 


Birders  on  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club’s  annual 
waterfowl  field  trip  on  the  23rd  were  greeted  with  brisk 
westerly  winds,  a  temperature  hovering  in  the  low  20’s, 
and  snow  flurries.  Most  area  ponds  and  lakes  were  still 
frozen  and  six  to  eight  inches  of  snow  covered  the 
ground.  This  writer  anticipated  that  the  conditions  would 
impede  bird  watching  in  general,  let  alone  finding 
waterfowl-we  had  cold,  we  had  snow,  we  had  wind,  but 
we  did  have  birds.  A  female  plumaged  Harlequin  Duck  on 
the  Allegheny  River  in  Salamanca  gave  us  an  unexpected 
and  exciting  start  to  our  trip.  Coincidence  would  suggest 
that  this  duck  was  the  same  duck  seen  on  the  January 
20th  Waterfowl  Count,  although  it  was  over  10  miles 
downstream  from  the  January  sighting.  The  Harlequin 
Duck  is  very  unusual  inland  from  the  Great  Lakes  with 
only  one  record  prior  to  this  year  from  March  of  1950 
north  of  Salamanca.  In  all,  our  group  managed  to  find  19 
species  of  waterfowl,  mostly  on  the  Allegheny  River  and 
in  the  wetlands  around  Randolph.  Although  looking  into 
the  teeth  of  a  gale  west  wind,  we  had  a  reasonable  look 
at  an  immature  Golden  Eagle  at  the  Conewango  Wildlife 
Management  Area.  A  single  Snow  Goose  at  this  location 
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for  southern 
sections  of 
Cattaraugus 
County. 

As  the  month’s 
Noteworthy 
Records 
document, 


waterfowl  presence  in  Cattaraugus  County  pales  when 
compared  to  north  and  west  of  the  county  on  Lakes  Erie 
and  Ontario,  Chautauqua  Lake,  and  the  extensive 
wetlands  near  those  lakes.  A  Ross’s  Goose  was 
documented  in  Orleans  County  in  the  Town  of  Yates  on 
the  20th  and  the  Town  of  Carlton  on  the  21st.  The  Yates 


(Top)  Female  Harlequin  Duck  photographed  by  Tim  Baird 
on  the  Allegheny  River  in  Salamanca  on  Mar.  23rd  and 
(Bottom)  Indigo  Bunting  photographed  by  Jacalyn  Perry  at 
Lockport  on  Mar.  30th. 


bird  was  first  located 
by  Rothman  and 
verified  by  D’Anna. 
The  Carlton  bird  was 
found  by  Potter  and 
D’Anna  with  a 
verification  provided 
by  D’Anna.  The 
verification  reports 
noted  that  both  of 
these  birds  (same 
bird?)  were 
noticeably  smaller 
than  associated 
Snow  and  Canada 
Geese  with  the 
typically  short,  stubby 
bill  characteristic  of  a 
Ross’s  Goose.  The 
B.O.S.  data  base  lists 
31  records  for  Ross’s 
Goose  starting  with 
Seamans’  sighting  in 
Oakfield  in  1988. 
March  ranks  second 
to  November  for 
sightings  of  Ross’s 
Goose.  Only  four 
records  come  from 
the  1990’s,  and  the 
same  bird  (“a 
possible  escape”) 
accounts  for  two  of 
those  records.  While 
California  is  the  main 
wintering  region  for 
Ross’s  Goose,  it  is 
expanding  eastward 
in  the  winter.  The 
overall  population, 

while  small,  is  growing  significantly. 

It  is  quite  phenomenal  to  find  the  numbers  of 
Northern  Pintails  and  Ring-necked  Ducks  amassed  at 
Iroquois  N.W.R.  on  the  16th  (Morien).  Similarly  impressive 
were  the  Greater  Scaup  at  Buffalo  Harbor  on  the  10th 
(Morgante),  White-winged  Scoter  on  the  20th  at  Fort 
Niagara  and  Youngstown  (Watson  and  Pawlicki),  and 
Long-tailed  Duck  on  the  20th  on  the  lower  Niagara  River 
(Watson).  Perhaps  some  of  the  large  numbers  were 
related  to  the  inclement  weather  during  the  20th  through 
the  22nd.  Beattie’s  observation  of  a  Barrow’s  Goldeneye 
at  Point  Breeze  is  a  likely  hold-over  from  earlier  this  year. 

Islands  in  the  Niagara  River  provide  a  haven  for 
nesting  herons  amidst  the  largely  urban/suburban 
surroundings.  Strawberry  and  Motor  Islands  attracted 
significant  numbers  of  Great  Blue  Herons  early  in  March 
as  observed  by  Watson,  D’Anna,  and  Morien.  Black- 
crowned  Night-Herons  and  Great  Egrets  have  benefited 
from  the  relative  safety  of  islands  associated  with  the 
Niagara  River  as  well.  The  area  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Niagara  River  has  become  a  regular  spot  to  observe 
Black  Vultures.  Ziemba’s  report  of  a  Black  Vulture  in 
Fredonia  on  the  5th  may  give  support  to  speculation  that 
Black  Vultures  are  likely  to  become  a  regular  addition  to 
western  New  York.  The  Ripley  Hawk  Watch  totaled  seven 


Black  Vultures  during  April  and  May,  although  the  hawk 
watch  at  Hamburg  failed  to  turn  up  any  this  migration 
season.  Fish  Crows  are  another  newcomer  that  are 
attracted  to  the  Niagara  River  and  are  likely  to  establish  a 
population  in  the  region.  Five  Fish  Crows  were  reported 
on  the  17th  at  Buffalo  (D’Anna),  and  a  recording  was 
made  of  one  calling  on  the  19th  at  Niagara  Falls  (Jalava). 

The  hawk  watches  at  Hamburg  and  Ripley  had  good 
flights  of  Red-shouldered  and  Red-tailed  Hawks  at  the 
end  of  March.  Ripley  also  had  the  only  Northern 
Goshawk  report  on  the  17th.  Dunkirk  Harbor  was  the 
place  to  view  American  Coots,  as  a  few  hundred  were 
reported  there  on  the  23rd  (Watson)  and  27th  (Berry). 

This  winter  was  a  good  irruptive  season  for  winter 
finches.  Common  Redpolls  continued  their  seasonal 
presence  through  March  in  western  New  York.  Reports  of 
redpolls  spanned  the  entire  month  with  concentrations  in 
regions  to  the  north  and  east  of  metropolitan  Buffalo. 
Personal  observation  in  the  southern  tier,  suggests  that 
the  bulk  of  the  invasion  of  redpolls  had  left  the  southern 
regions  during  the  month.  A  single  White-winged  Crossbill 
report  came  from  Kerr  who  found  one  at  Buckhorn  Island 
State  Park  on  the  9th.  This  past  winter  saw  a  modest 
return  of  Evening  Grosbeaks  to  the  region.  The  only 
Evening  Grosbeak  reports  for  March  came  from  D’Anna 
on  the  3rd  and  Lazarczyk  on  the  4th  from  Ashville.  Landau 
reported  that  the  Oregon  type  Dark-eyed  Junco  in  Colden 
stayed  for  most  of  the  month  in  a  continuation  of  its 
presence  this  past  winter. 

Observers  found  single  Pine  Warblers  at  Forest  Lawn 
Cemetery  (Gralak)  and  Olcott  (S.  O’Donnell)  near  the  end 
of  the  month.  The  Pine  Warbler  is  always  welcome  as  a 
harbinger  of  the  migration  of  wood-warblers  and  other 
passerines  yet  to  come. 

My  thanks  go  to  David  Suggs  for  access  to  the 
B.O.S.  data  base.  Thanks  also  go  to  Mike  Morgante  and 
Gerry  Rising  for  reviewing  this  article. 


Snowy  Owl  photographed  by  Kayo  Roy  In  St.  Catharines, 
Ontario  on  Jan.  1st.  It  was  last  observed  at  this  location  on 
Mar.  8th. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Date  Guide 
to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high  counts  for  the 
species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting  methods  used  by 
observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  or  juv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented 


ITH 


1- 


Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Bruce  Chilton  88 
Pryor  Ave.,  Tonawanda,  NY  14150;  Email:  BChi3141 59@aol.com 


Species 

March 

Number 

Location 

Ob5erv?r(s) 

Gr.  White-fronted  Goose 

21  -23 

1 

Waterport 

D’Anna,  Potter,  Morien 

u 

23;  30 

4,  3;  1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Welte;  D’Anna;  Fox 

i * 

24 

1 

Yates 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Snow  Goose 

16,  20 

500,  700 

Yates 

D’Anna,  Potter,  Morien 

u 

21;  22 

1200;  1750 

Waterport 

D’Anna,  Potter;  Morien 

u 

24 

1  blue 

Iroquois  NWR 

Beattie 

Ross’s  Goose 

20 

1 

Yates 

D’Anna,  Morien,  Rothman 

a 

21 

1 

Waterport 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Cackling  Goose 

8 

6 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D’Anna,  Potter 

tt 

10,  24 

16,  30 

Hartland 

D’Anna,  Potter 

« 

10;  11,  24 

10;  1,4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Yoerg;  Watson 

u 

12,  16,  24 

8,  5,7 

Yates 

D’Anna  et  al 

a 

13,  19 

2 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 

Holmes 

u 

21 

6 

Waterport 

D’Anna,  Potter 

a 

23 

15 

Oakfield 

Fox 

it 

24 

4 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna  et  al 

Canada  Goose 

17 

8000 

Iroquois  NWR 

Yoerg 

Mute  Swan 

24 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Yoerg 

Trumpeter  Swan 

10 

1 

Elba 

Fox 

it 

26 

1 

East  Shelby 

Mitchell 

Tundra  Swan 

10;  11 

696;  375 

Elba 

Fox;  Beattie 

it 

10 

450 

Iroquois  NWR 

DeLeon 

it 

10 

300 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Morien 

a 

28 

200 

Batavia 

Dart,  Beattie 

Wood  Duck 

21 

16 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Sharon 

ti 

25 

28 

Batavia 

Dart,  Beattie 

it 

31 

16 

Pomfret 

Goetz 

Gadwall 

2 

2 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

u 

5,  23 

28,  29 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

u 

7 

42 

Beaver  1.  SP 

D’Anna 

it 

11 

24 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

It 

24 

18 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

Eurasian  Wigeon 

31 

1  m 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

D&D  Suggs,  Klick 

American  Wigeon 

2 

2 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

it 

11,  24 

126,  345 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

it 

11 

201 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

American  Black  Duck 

5 

15 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

Blue-winged  Teal 

14F 

31 

Pomfret 

VerHague 

Northern  Shoveler 

10 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

it 

11 

6 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

a 

11 

20 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

Northern  Pintail 

10;  11 

2750;  650 

Elba 

Fox;  Beattie 

a 

16 

4825 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien,  D’Anna,  Potter 

Green-winged  Teal 

11 

21 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

a 

11,  24 

26,  29 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

it 

16 

18 

Alexander 

Beattie 

Canvasback 

28 

520 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Pawlicki 

29 


Sprigs 

March 

Number 

Location 

Ob$9rver($) 

Redhead 

5 

355 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

cc 

12F 

18 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morien 

cc 

23 

108 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson 

M 

28 

855 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Pawlicki 

CC 

30 

20 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

1C 

30 

4 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Miles 

Ring-necked  Duck 

7 

42 

Beaver  1.  SP 

D’Anna 

» 

9 

65 

Point  Breeze 

Markel,  Beattie 

M 

11 

79 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

CC 

23,  28 

344,  1270 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Cl 

30 

425 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

Greater  Scaup 

10;  28 

2000;  1200 

Erie  Basin  Marina 

Morgante;  Pawlicki 

Lesser  Scaup 

5,  28 

490,  108 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

cc 

28 

600 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Pawlicki 

King  Eider 

2 

1 

Port  Weller  (Ont) 

Reynolds 

Harlequin  Duck 

9;  24 

1  m 

Port  Weller  (Ont) 

Clark;  van  Twest 

IC 

16 

1  fern 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

Yoerg 

Cl 

23,  24,  29 

1  fern 

Salamanca 

Baird,  Schweigert 

Surf  Scoter 

2;  5,9 

1;  1,2 

Point  Breeze 

Morien;  Beattie 

CC 

9 

1 

Olcott 

D’Anna,  Potter 

CC 

16 

1 

Wilson 

Morien 

CC 

23 

7 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson 

White-winged  Scoter 

20 

1904 

Ft.  Niagara  &  Youngstown  Watson,  Pawlicki 

Black  Scoter 

4 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 

CC 

10;  28 

1;  i 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Morgante;  Pawlicki 

<c 

20 

1 

Youngstown 

Watson 

Long-tailed  Duck 

12F 

4 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morien 

CC 

20 

1252 

Lower  Niagara  River 

Watson 

cc 

30 

6 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Miles 

Bufflehead 

6 

80 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

CC 

27 

10 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie 

CC 

30 

16 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

Common  Goldeneye 

9 

175 

Point  Breeze 

Markel,  Beattie 

Barrow’s  Goldeneye 

5 

1  PV 

Point  Breeze 

Beattie 

Hooded  Merganser 

5 

27 

North  Tonawanda 

Watson 

CC 

9 

15 

Point  Breeze 

Markel,  Beattie 

CC 

23 

48 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Pawlicki 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

6 

460 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

CC 

30 

55 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

Ruddy  Duck 

3;  23 

1;  3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

D’Anna,  Potter;  Watson 

CC 

16;  24 

15;  10 

Iroquois  NWR 

D’Anna  et  al;  Watson 

CC 

17 

17 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence 

CC 

24 

2 

Tifft  NP 

Salembier 

CC 

31 

2 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

Red-throated  Loon 

2 

2 

Point  Breeze 

Morien 

CC 

7 

32 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

CC 

8 

2 

Port  Weller  (Ont) 

Charlton,  Bourdeau 

CC 

20 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Pawlicki 

CC 

27 

2 

Niag.-on-the-Lake  (Ont) 

Helmer 

Common  Loon 

17F 

1 

Hamburg  HW 

Jacklin 

CC 

20 

4 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Ziemba 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

11 F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Horned  Grebe 

7 

14 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

CC 

10 

40 

Point  Breeze 

Yoerg 

CC 

12F 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morien 

Red-necked  Grebe 

7,  26 

39,  69 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

CC 

10 

35 

Point  Breeze 

Yoerg 

CC 

28 

3 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Beattie 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

19F 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Mitchell 

CC 

23 

138 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson 

CC 

31 

49 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Watson 

Great  Blue  Heron 

5 

61 

Strawberry  1. 

Watson 

CC 

7 

59;  39+38  n 

Motor  1. 

D’Anna,  Morien;  Watson 

30 


Sgscies 

Marsh 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Great  Egret 

31F 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

31F 

5  +  2  n 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Watson 

Black-cr.  Night-Heron 

6;  31 

3  ;  28 

Goat  1. 

Watson 

u 

17 

3 

Strawberry  1. 

D’Anna 

44 

4-27 

2-6 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz,  Berry 

Black  Vulture 

5 

1 

Fredonia 

Ziemba 

a 

15-29 

2-6 

Queenston  (Ont) 

D’Anna  et  al 

u 

20 

9 

Artpark  SP 

Pawlicki 

Turkey  Vulture 

26;  29 

1085;  1770 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Baird;  Watson 

M 

29,  31 

1608,  1415 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell  et  al 

Osprey 

27F 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

D’Anna  et  al 

u 

28 

1 

Williamsville 

Salembier 

Bald  Eagle 

2 

4 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

(4 

17 

2  ad  +  n 

Strawberry  1. 

Watson 

ft 

17 

7 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell  et  al 

14 

29;  31 

5;  5 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Watson,  Happ;  DeLeon  et  al 

« 

31 

3 

Pomfret 

Goetz 

a 

31 

2  ad  +  n 

Navy  1.  (Ont) 

Watson 

Northern  Harrier 

28;  29;  30 

2;  2;  2 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Landau;  Watson;  Gordon 

31 

6 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell  et  al 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

30,  31 

30,  52 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell  et  al 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

26 

5 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell  et  al 

K 

29 

7 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Watson,  Happ 

Northern  Goshawk 

17 

1 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell  et  al 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

4 

1 

Darien  Lakes  SP 

Mitchell 

u 

6 

1 

RTPI 

Leenders 

(4 

8 

1 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Watson  et  al 

44 

10;  28 

1;  5 

Yates 

D’Anna;  Dart,  Beattie 

44 

29;  30 

86;  143 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Watson,  Happ;  Gordon 

44 

29,  30 

120,  104 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell  et  al 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

29;  30 

128;  106 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Watson,  Happ;  Gordon 

44 

29,  31 

96,  66 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell  et  al 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

2 

1 

Yates 

D’Anna 

tt 

7-15 

1  -2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien  ,  Beattie  et  al 

44 

24 

1 

TifftNP 

Salembier 

44 

29;  30 

4;  3 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Watson,  Happ;  Gordon 

Golden  Eagle 

23F 

1 

Conewango  Creek  WMA 

Schweigert,  Baird  et  al 

American  Coot 

23;  27 

371; 405 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson  ;  Berry 

Sandhill  Crane 

18 

1 

Welland  (Ont) 

B&J  Farnan,  Roy 

44 

20;  23 

i;  1 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

B&J  Farnan;  Sebum,  Jacklin 

44 

31 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Mrozek 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

29F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Fox 

44 

31 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Callaghan 

Purple  Sandpiper 

23 

1 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Jacklin,  BonEnfant 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

30F 

1 

Tillman  Road  WMA 

Salembier 

American  Woodcock 

10F 

1 

Grand  Island 

Humann 

44 

10F 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Reed 

44 

12 

3 

Pomfret 

Mosher 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

20 

1150 

Lewiston 

Pawlicki 

Black-headed  Gull 

13 

1 

Lewiston 

Hess 

Little  Gull 

16;  21 

1 5;  1 3 

Queenston  (Ont) 

Currie  et  al;  Hoar  et  al 

44 

13;  17;  20 

4;  10;  5 

Lewiston 

Hess;  D’Anna;  Watson 

Herring  Gull 

23 

500 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Pawlicki 

44 

28 

575 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

Pawlicki 

Thaver’s  Gull 

28 

1 

Tonawanda 

Watson,  Pawlicki 

Iceland  Gull 

6 

1 

Goat  1. 

Watson 

44 

20 

3 

Youngstown 

Watson 

44 

20;  31 

12;  7 

Niagara  Falls 

Pawlicki;  Watson 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

6 

2 

Goat  1. 

Watson 

44 

10 

2 

Wilson 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

20;  31 

12;  8 

Niagara  Falls 

Pawlicki;  Watson 

44 

23 

2 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Nieuwenhuls  et  al 

44 

23 

16 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Pawlicki 

Glaucous  Gull 

6 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

31 


Species 

u 

tt 

u 

Snowy  Owl 

u 

Long-eared  Owl 

u 

Short-eared  Owl 

it 

u 

it 

Northern  Saw-whet  Owl 

<c 

u 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 
Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 
American  Kestrel 
Merlin 

u 

u 

(i 

u 

u 

M 

Peregrine  Falcon 

u 

u 

u 

tt 

a 

Eastern  Phoebe 

ci 

u 

Northern  Shrike 
Fish  Crow 

u 

Common  Raven 

it 

u 

u 

Horned  Lark 
Tree  Swallow 

Winter  Wren 
Golden-crowned  Kinglet 
Eastern  Bluebird 

it 

Hermit  Thrush 

a 

Northern  Mockingbird 

ic 

tt 

IC 

it 

American  Pipit 

cc 

u 

Lapland  Longspur 

cc 

u 

Snow  Bunting 


March  Number 


6 

1  imm 

16 

1  2nd-yr 

16;  23 

1;  9 

3 

1 

1  -8 

1  ad  m 

4 

1 

9 

1 

3;  7 

3;  1 

4;  5,7 

12;  5,2 

7-24 

2-3 

30 

1 

3 

2 

27 

1 

31 

1 

26 

1 

4 

1  m 

31 

14 

8 

1 

10;  23 

1;  i 

12 

1 

17 

1 

17;  22 

i;  i 

23 

i 

29 

1 

29 

2 

5 

1 

9,  31 

1.  1 

10 

2 

18 

1 

22 

1 

23 

2 

30F 

1 

31 

1 

31 

1 

8-31 

1 

17 

5 

19 

1 

5-23 

1  -2 

8 

1 

17 

1 

27 

2 

2,3 

65,  115 

13F 

1 

15 

1 

26F 

1 

31F 

7 

9 

2 

19 

2 

23 

1 

24  F 

1 

5 

1 

5 

1 

5,  9 

1 

11,  24 

1 

23 

1 

8F 

2 

10 

1 

30 

10 

2 

2 

17 

1 

23 

8 

2 

300 

2,3 

12,  15 

6,  15 

32,  24 

Location 

Erie  Basin  Marina 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Niagara  Falls 

St.  Catharines  (Ont) 

Short  Hills  PP  (Ont) 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Wilson 

Shelby 

Bethany 

Yates 

Bond  Lake  CP 

Four  Mile  Creek  SP 

Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

Point  Gratiot 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Lockport 

Dunkirk 

Yates 

Amherst 

Buffalo 

Orchard  Park 

Grand  I. 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 
South  Grand  I.  bridge 
N.  Buffalo 
UB  south  campus 
Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Hamburg  Hawkwatch 
Ripley  Hawkwatch 
Hamburg  Hawkwatch 
Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 
TifftNP 

12  WNY  locations 
Buffalo 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Tonawanda 

Hunters  Creek  CP 

Westfield 

Ward 

Bethany 

Lewiston 

Iroquois  NWR 

Amherst  SP 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Pomfret 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 
Birdsong  Parklands 
Busti 
Yates 

Tonawanda 

Carlton 

TifftNP 

South  Park,  Bflo. 

Port  Weller  (Ont) 
Squaw  I. 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 
Carlton 

Tillman  Road  WMA 

Shelby 

Barre 

Bethany 

Shelby 


Observer(s) 

Yoerg 

Yoerg 

Goetz;  Pawlicki 
Rosenburg  (BOS) 

Roy,  Charlton,  Bourdeau 
Porter 

Potter,  Morien  et  a  I 
Rosenburg  (BOS);  D’Anna 
Thomas;  Morien 
Beattie,  Dart 
Sharon 

Rosenburg  (BOS) 

Potter 

Potter 

Ziemba 

Sankey 

Randell  et  al 

Humann 

Ziemba;  Pawlicki,  Watson 

D’Anna 

Morgante 

D’Anna;  Yoerg 

Brenner,  Barth 

Lazarczyk 

Watson,  Happ 

Watson 

Yoerg 

Yoerg 

Morien 

Watson 

G&J  Randell 

Yoerg 

Salembier 

Fell 

Several  observers 

D’Anna 

Jalava 

J&K  Landau,  Watson 

Brenner 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Brooks 

Beattie 

Fell 

Morien 

Mark 

Coleman 

Goetz 

Holmes 

Barth 

Berry 

Beattie 

Watson 

Beattie 

Salembier 

Watson 

Charlton,  Bourdeau 

Morgante 

Yoerg 

D’Anna 

Salembier 

Morse 

Morien 

Beattie 

Morien 
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Species  March  Number  Location  Qbserver(s) 


(4 

30 

1 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Yoerg 

Pine  Warbler 

29F 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Gralak 

(4 

30 

1 

Olcott 

S  O’Donnell 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

7 

1 

Bond  Lake  CP 

Fell 

44 

24 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Yoerg 

44 

31F 

2 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Salembier,  Gralak 

Eastern  Towhee 

31F 

1 

Clymer 

Beebe 

Chipping  Sparrow 

16F 

1 

TifftNP 

Fell 

Savannah  Sparrow 

30F 

1 

Zoar  Valley  MUA 

Schultz 

*  Vesper  Sparrow 

24  F 

1 

Busti 

Berry 

44 

25 

2 

Fredonia 

Ziemba 

*  Fox  Sparrow 

20F 

1 

Portland 

Hardenburg 

44 

23 

2 

Busti 

Berry 

44 

25 

1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

7,9 

1 

Manila 

Holmes 

44 

16 

18 

Bethany 

Beattie 

Dark-eved  Junco  (Oregon) 

4-31 

1  PV 

Colden 

J  Landau 

41 

5 

1 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

*  Indigo  Bunting 

30F 

1 

Lockport 

Perry 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

10F 

1 

Yates 

S&T  O’Donnell 

44 

10F 

1 

Fredonia 

Ziemba 

44 

12 

1 

Newfane 

D’Anna 

Rusty  Blackbird 

7F 

1 

Times  Beach  NP 

Garrigan 

44 

8 

21 

Tonawanda  WMA 

S&T  O’Donnell 

44 

12 

2 

Yates 

D’Anna 

White-winged  Crossbill 

9 

1 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Kerr 

Common  Redpoll 

1, 24 

45,  102 

Shelby 

Morien 

44 

2,3 

45,  130 

Bethany 

Beattie 

44 

10 

140 

Holland 

Wojewodzki 

44 

21 

50 

Yates 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

30 

40 

Hartland 

D’Anna  (BOS) 

44 

31 

110 

Olcott 

D’Anna 

Evening  Grosbeak 

3;  4 

12;  9 

Ashville 

D’Anna:  Lazarczyk 

Species,  subspecies  and  named  hybrids  for  the  month  and  year: 

150 

Species,  subspecies  and  named  hybrids  new  for  the  month: 

015 

Total  for  the  year  2013: 

165 

Statisticians’  Note:  If  any  observer  wishes  to  know  the  status  of  their  verification  report,  please  contact  the  Statisticians 

and  we  will  give  them  the  reasons  for  our  decision.  Please  advise  us  of  any  errors  in  the  Noteworthy  Records. 


Harlequin  Duck,  with  Canada  Goose  and  Wood  Duck, 
photographed  by  Tim  Baird  on  the  Allegheny  River  in 
Salamanca  on  Mar.  23rd. 
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Summer/Fall  Calendar  &  Announcements 

Buffalo-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 

Bird  Hotline  1-877-698-3261  (if  busy  866-321-4255  or 
614-384-2335) 

June  12:  Wed.  The  Annual  June  Picnic  will  be  held  at  Tifft 
Nature  Preserve  (off  Fuhrman  Blvd).  Picnic  will  be  followed 
by  a  short  field  trip  of  Tifft  Nature  Preserve.  Bring  your  own  food 
and  we  will  eat  at  6:00  PM  near  the  Visitor  Center. 

July  21:  Sunday:  Canadian  shoreline  of  Lake  Erie  for 

shorebirds.  Leader:  Doug  Happ  (649-1297).  Meet  at  7:00  AM 
at  Vermont  and  Busti  near  the  Peace  Bridge.  We  will  car  pool 
from  there.  Among  other  places,  we  will  be  going  to  Rock  Point 
Provincial  Park,  which  charges  $13.00  Canadian  per  car  for 
entry,  so  bring  Canadian  money  if  you  have  it.  Make  sure  you 
have  a  passport,  pass  port  card,  Nexus,  or  enhanced  drivers 
license. 

Aug.  25:  Sunday:  Canadian  shoreline  of  Lake  Erie  for 

shorebirds.  Leader:  Doug  Happ  (649-1297).  Meet  at  7:00  AM 
at  Vermont  and  Busti  near  the  Peace  Bridge.  We  will  car  pool 
from  there.  Among  other  places,  we  will  be  going  to  Rock  Point 
Provincial  Park,  which  charges  $13.00  Canadian  per  car  for 
entry,  so  bring  Canadian  money  if  you  have  it.  Make  sure  you 
have  a  passport,  passport  card,  Nexus,  or  enhanced  drivers 
license. 

Sept.  11:  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  at  Cummings  Room  of  the 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Members’  Night.  Bring  along 
your  favorite  stories,  disk,  or  slides  on  a  carousel  to  share  with 
the  other  members. 

Oct.  25:  Friday.  2013  Vaughan  Lecture.  Professor  Bridget 
Stutchbury  from  York  University  in  Toronto  will  present  her 
research  on  tracking  songbird  migration.  Bridget  Stutchbury  was 
born  in  Montreal  and  raised  in  Toronto.  She  completed  the 
Ph.D.  at  Yale  University  and  was  a  postdoctoral  fellow  at  the 
Smithsonian  Institution.  Since  the  1980s,  she  has  followed 
songbirds  to  their  wintering  grounds  in  Latin  America  and  back 
to  their  breeding  grounds  in  North  America  to  understand  their 
behavior,  ecology  and  conservation.  Her  latest  research  uses 
“geolocators”  to  track  the  amazing  migratory  journeys  of  Wood 
Thrushes,  Purple  Martins  and  Red-eyed  Vireos.  She  serves  on 
scientific  advisory  committees  for  World  Wildlife  Fund  Canada, 
Wildlife  Preservation  Canada,  and  Earth  Rangers.  She  is  also 
author  of  Silence  of  the  Songbirds  (2007  finalist  for  the 
Governor  General’s  Award)  and  more  recently  The  Private  Lives 
of  Birds  (2010). 


BOS  Hotline  Hints 

Mike  Galas 

The  Society  sponsors  a  rare  bird  alert  for  all  of  its  members.  I 
could  write  pages  of  explanations,  but  here  are  a  few  suggestions 
for  making  it  simple.  To  start,  you  don't  have  to  look  for  the 
number;  just  program  your  cell  phone  to  speed  dial  it.  The  number 
is  1-877-698-3261.  Now  you  don't  have  to  remember  it.  For 
example,  my  speed  dial  is  7.  I  hit  7  and  send;  this  connects  me  to 
the  service.  Once  connected,  just  follow  the  prompts.  You  will  be 
asked  to  enter  the  code  144238  1756.  This  is  necessary  to 
continue.  Another  HINT,  I  have  this  code  typed  in  under  the  one 
call  number  in  my  cell  just  in  case  I  forget  the  code.  Once  you've 
done  it  a  few  times,  you'll  probably  have  it  memorized  as  I  do  at 
this  point.  After  following  all  the  prompts,  the  only  other  information 
you  will  need  is:  send  it  to  group  02,  not  00.  Enter  02  when 
prompted.  You'll  finish  by  following  all  the  prompts  until  the  final 
prompt  states  your  call  is  complete.  At  that  point  you  will  have  just 
made  your  first  call;  it's  that  simple.  PLEASE  NOTE,  this 
information  is  available  at  our  monthly  meeting  on  a  business 
card. 

Another  item  that  needs  to  be  pointed  out  is  the  following:  if 
you  receive  a  phone  call  from  693-4892,  that  is  not  the  hot  line.  It 
is  the  control  number  for  this  service  and  it’s  my  home  number.  If 
you  want  to  hear  the  message  you  missed,  just  hit  your 
programmed  speed  dial.  You  will  hear  this  prompt:  “If  you  want 
your  latest  message  press  1 ."  By  pressing  1 ,  you  will  hear  the 
latest  message.  It's  that  simple  and  you  can  hear  it  as  many  times 
as  you  wish. 

My  cell  number  is  (716)  345-5419;  feel  free  to  call  me 
anytime.  I  will  gladly  put  your  information  on  the  hot  line,  if  you  do 
not  wish  or  cannot  do  it  yourself.  I  will  include  your  name  and  cell 
number  in  the  message.  You  can  call  or  email  me 
(mqalas® roadrunner.com)  any  time  with  questions;  I  will  do  my 
best  to  help  you.  This  is  a  great  communication  tool.  Once  a  call  is 
made,  it  goes  out  to  196  member  phones  within  minutes,  letting 
members  know  where  the  sighting  has  occurred. 

Please  remember,  if  you  change  your  number,  notify  us  so  I  can 
update  your  connection  to  one  call  and  Karen  can  update  your 
membership  information.  Thank  you  for  using  one  call.  Good  luck 
and  Happy  Birding! 
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THE  MONTH:  April 


Bill  Watson 


The  Weather:  Although  this  April  was  slightly  warmer 
and  sunnier  than  normal,  it  was  far  from  our  best  April  for 
migration.  We  experienced  plenty  of  unsettled  weather 
with  a  number  of  storms  tracking  across  our  area 
resulting  in  3.92  inches  of  precipitation,  which  is  nearly  an 
inch  above  the  normal  of  3.01  inches.  After  a  dry  March 
the  first  half  of  April  was  great  weather  for  puddle  ducks. 
Between  the  9th  and  the  12th  we  had  more  than  half  an 
inch  of  rain  each  day.  The  1.14  inches  on  the  12th  was  a 
new  record.  We  had  rain  on  22  of  the  month’s  30  days. 

However,  April  is  very  changeable,  and  although  a 
day  might  start  or  end  with  a  brief  sprinkle  of  rain,  the  day 
could  also  experience  considerable  sunshine.  We  had 
52%  of  the  maximum  possible  sunshine,  which  is  slightly 
better  than  April’s  normal  of  50%  sunshine.  A  series  of 
frontal  systems  brought  variable  temperatures  into  our 
region.  Strong  southerly  winds  moving  ahead  of  a  major 
frontal  system  on  the  18th  and  19th  resulted  in  high 
temperatures  with  a  record  82  °F  on  the  18th,  and  an 
extremely  early  Blackpoll  Warbler  on  the  20th.  This  and  a 
warming  trend  at  month’s  end  contributed  to  a  moderate 
average  monthly  temperature  of  46.4  °F,  which  is  0.5  °F 
above  normal.  Although  Lake  Erie  had  some  ice  cover  at 
the  beginning  of  the  month  it  reached  44  °F  by  the  end  of 
the  month,  which  is  about  5  degrees  above  normal.  There 
was  only  0.3  inches  of  snow  in  April,  and  we  finished  the 
winter  season  with  only  58.8  inches,  which  is  a  deficit  of 
35.0  inches. 


Although  the  average  April  temperature  was  only  half 
a  degree  above  normal,  Noteworthy  Records  still  show 
18  warbler  species  reported  for  the  month.  This  is  far 
above  our  79-year  April  average  of  10.05  warbler 

species.  In  recent 


35  The  Month 

Bill  Watson 

39  Ripley  Hawk  Watch  201 3 

Gil  Randell 


Aprils,  even  those 
with  below  average 
temperature  had 
more  than  10.05 


40  Hamburg  Hawk  Watch  2013  warbler  species. 


Jim  Landau 

42  Noteworthy  Records 

Bruce  Chilton  &  Statisticians 

48  April  Count  2013 
Holly  Sweeney 
54  Calendar 


Why  are  warblers 
migrating  earlier? 
Is  this  due  to 
global  warming? 
Or  is  it  simply 
because  we  have 
more  and  better 


observers  in  the  field  gathering  more  data  on  early 
warbler  arrivals? 

Early  Arrivals:  Between  5:00  and  6:00  PM  April  21st 
Jim  Pawlicki  studied  a  plump  shorebird  with  a  large  round 
head  at  Cayuga  Pool  at  Iroquois  NWR.  He  noted  that  the 
“underparts  down  to”  the  “lower  belly  were  jet  black”  and 


(Top)  Ross’s  Goose  photographed  by  Willie  D’Anna  at  Goat 
Island  on  April  16th  and  (Bottom)  Western  Tanager 
photographed  by  Willie  D’Anna  at  Irving  on  April  23rd. 
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the  “undertail  coverts” 
were  “bright  white.” 
This  Black-bellied 
Plover  is  our  third 
earliest  record.  The 
two  earlier  records 
are  April  19,  2008,  at 
the  same  location, 
and  April  14.  1996, 
during  the  BOS  Bird 
Count. 

At  Cayuga  Pool  on 
April  19th  Willie 
D’Anna  heard 
Celeste  Morien  say 
“Black  Tern,”  based 
upon  a  call  she 
heard.  Eventually  two 
individuals  were 
seen.  Since  these 
individuals  were 
unusually  early,  the 
similarly  plumaged 
White-winged  Tern 
was  considered  and 
eliminated  by  the 
absence  of  “paler 
upper  wings  and 
black  [under]  wing 
linings”.  This  is  the 
earliest  record  of 
Black  Tern  in  the 
BOS  region.  The 
previous  record  was 
April  20,  1960,  when 
Webster  and 
Wendling  had  one  at 
Morgan’s  Point. 

The  Black-and-white 
Warbler  photographed  by  Bob  LaPorta  on  the  11th  in 
Orchard  Park  is  by  far  our  earliest  record.  Previous  early 
records  are  one  April  19,  1976,  in  Cheektowaga  by  the 
Schwartzes,  one  last  year  on  the  same  date  in  Wilson  by 
Potter  and  D’Anna,  and  one  April  18th  record  published  in 
1910  on  a  chart  (Niagara  Co.)  in  E.  H  Eaton’s  Birds  of 
New  York  State  (Beardslee  and  Mitchell  1965). 

On  the  morning  of  April  20th  at  about  11:30,  Nancy 
Vigyikan  observed  a  strange  bird  under  the  “feeders  in 
her  friends  yard  on  Grover  Road  in  the  Town  of  Aurora.  It 
was  actively  foraging  with  juncos,  a  Song  Sparrow  and 
Chipping  Sparrow.”  With  her  self-described  “cheapo” 
camera  she  took  some  distant  fuzzy  photos.  Personally,  I 
found  it  a  challenge  to  even  find  the  bird  in  the  photos,  let 
alone  identify  it!  However,  after  the  photos  were  edited 
with  higher  contrast,  less  light,  and  more  magnification, 
those  with  better  technology  and  identification  skills  than 
mine  proclaimed  it  was  obviously  a  Blackpoll  Warbler. 

This  species  is  generally  regarded  as  the  last  warbler  of 
May  migration.  The  only  other  April  record  of  this  species 
is  April  30, 1993,  at  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  by  Benham  and 
Schooley. 

Another  early  “feeder”  bird  was  the  Scarlet  Tanager 
coming  to  the  front  porch  of  Tom  Murphy’s  house,  from 
April  14th  to  the  26th,  at  3718  Sowles  Road,  Hamburg. 


This  is  our  earliest  record.  The  previous  record  was  two 
seen  on  last  year’s  April  15,  2012,  Bird  Count.  We  now 
have  fourteen  April  records  of  this  species. 

Late  Departures:  The  lingering  Hoary  Redpoll  seen 
on  the  9th  by  Jim  Berry  and  many  other  birders  at  his 
feeder  at  301  Park  Street  in  Jamestown  is  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society’s  first  April  Noteworthy  Record  of 
this  species,  as  well  as  our  latest  record.  The  only  other 
April  records  are  one  on  the  April  2,1944,  Bird  Count  and 
two  on  the  April  9,  1978,  Bird  Count.  The  Northern  Shrike 
on  the  15th  at  Iroquois  NWR  represents  the  latest 
departure  in  over  four  decades. 

Rarities:  On  April  15th  Ethan  and  Eric  Gyllenhaal 
found  a  Ross’s  Goose  feeding  on  the  lawn  at  Terrapin 
Point,  Niagara  Falls.  To  the  delight  of  birders  this 
cooperative  and  photogenic  bird  stayed  until  19th.  This  is 
our  third  April  record. 

Brendan  Klick  and  Jim  Pawlicki  found  a  presumed 
Ring-necked  Duck  X  scaup  hybrid  on  the  29th  in 
Barcelona  Harbor  in  Chautauqua  County.  The  only 
reports  of  this  hybrid  I  could  find  were  at  Capitol  Lake, 
Olympia,  Washington;  Green  Valley  WTP,  Pima  County, 
Arizona;  and  possibly  Bunker  Pond,  Cape  May  Point, 

New  Jersey.  In  all  cases  the  scaup  half  was  thought  to  be 
Lesser  Scaup.  These  birds  were  more  similar  to  Ring¬ 
necked  Ducks,  with  much  darker  backs  than  either  scaup, 
but  they  lack  the  white  at  the  base  of  the  bill  and  have 
only  pale  inconspicuous  sub-terminal  bands  near  the  tip 
of  the  bill.  I  feel  that  unless  these  hybrids  are  seen  at 
close  range,  most  birders  identify  them  as  Ring-necked 
Duck  or  Lesser  Scaup.  These  hybrids  are  probably  more 
numerous  than  the  number  of  records  suggest. 

The  Eared  Grebe  found  by  Jim  Pawlicki  and  Brendan 
Klick  on  the  count  on  Lake  Ontario  at  the  north  end  of 
Fire  Lane  67  in  western  Yates  is  our  twelfth  April  record. 
There  are  81  fall  records,  but  only  20  spring  records  of 
this  species. 

The  two  American  Avocets  found  by  Kurt  Fox  on  the 
1 3th  at  Batavia  Waste  Water  Treatment  Plant  and  the 
American  Golden-Plover  found  by  Jim  Pawlicki  on  the 
21st  at  Cayuga  Pool  are  great  sightings  during  spring 
migration.  American  Golden-Plover  is  described  as  “very 
rare”  in  the  spring  and  “fairly  common”  in  the  fall,  while 
American  Avocet  is  “exceptional”  in  the  spring  versus 
“very  rare”  in  the  fall  according  to  the  Seasonal  Checklist 
of  the  Birds  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region.  The 
Noteworthy  Records  Database  1960-2011  shows  three 
records  for  American  Avocet  in  the  spring  compared  to 
twenty-two  in  the  fall.  The  ratio  of  spring/fall  American 
Avocet  and  Lesser  Golden-Plover  records  is  3/22  (0.136) 
and  16/391  (0.041),  respectively.  The  difference  between 
these  ratios  is  much  larger  if  the  number  of  individual 
birds  per  record  was  considered;  Avocet  records  are 
usually  of  single  birds  in  both  spring  and  fall  while 
American  Golden-Plover  records  are  also  usually  of 
single  birds  in  the  spring  but  occur  in  groups  of  around  20 
to  30  in  the  fall.  We  even  have  half  a  dozen  fall  records  of 
between  200  to  350  birds.  The  skewed  ratio  is  well 
understood  for  the  plover  since  it  takes  different  fall  and 
spring  migration  routes.  "The  American  Golden-Plover 
has  a  long,  circular  migration  route.  In  the  fall  it  flies 
offshore  from  the  East  Coast  of  North  America  nonstop  to 
South  America.  On  the  return  in  the  spring  it  passes 
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primarily  through  the  middle  of  North  America  to  reach  its 
Arctic  breeding  grounds ”  (Johnson  and  Connors  1996). 
The  reasons  for  the  skewed  spring/fall  ratio  for  the  avocet 
are  less  well  understood  but  may  be  influenced  by  a 
number  of  factors  including  post-breeding  dispersal  and 
subtle  asymmetry  in  their  spring  and  fall  migration  paths. 

On  the  18th  Melissa  Mance-Coniglio  wrote  in  a  email, 
“This  evening  at  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  in  the 
Kumpf  Marsh  I  spotted  a  male  transitional  plumage 
Ruff. . .”  This  is  our  fourth  Ruff  in  April  and  our  second 
earliest  spring  record.  This  very  rare  bird  was  seen  at 
Cayuga  Pool  and  the  Town  of  Shelby  to  the  end  of  the 
month  giving  many  birders  an  opportunity  to  enjoy  it. 

The  “Vega”  Herring  Gull  ( Larus  argentatus  vegae) 
found  on  the  1st  by  Jim  Pawlicki  at  Dunkirk  Harbor  is  our 
first  record  of  this  Asiatic  subspecies  of  Herring  Gull,  and 
if  accepted  by  the  New  York  State  Avian  Records 
Committee,  it  will  be  the  first  New  York  State  record  of 
this  form.  In  his  verification  report  Jim  wrote:  “To  my 
knowledge,  there  have  been  approximately  a  dozen  or 
more  reports/records  of  apparent  adult  Vega  Gulls  in 
North  America  away  from  Alaska  and  northern  Canada, 
the  majority  of  which  have  been  documented  along  the 
western  coast  from  British  Columbia  to  central  California, 
and  near  the  gulf  coast  of  Texas.  Eastern  North  American 
records/reports  of  apparent  adults  have  included  two 
individuals  in  Ontario  (Canada),  and  single  individuals  in 
Wisconsin,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Florida.”  This 
bird  could  most  easily  be  picked  out  among  the 
approximate  thousand  other  Herring  Gulls  by  its  darker 
medium  gray  mantle  (slightly  darker  than  a  California 
Gull).  Fortunately,  Jim  was  able  to  catch  other  features  in 
his  photos,  including  the  dark  eyes,  broad  white  tertial 
crescent,  and  white  subterminal  spots  in  the  primaries 
that  in  combination  with  the  mantle  shade  identify  this 
subspecies. 

This  year’s  count  also  produced  our  first  April  Fish 
Crow,  which  was  seen  at  the  north  end  of  October  Drive 
in  St.  Catharines  at  Lake  Ontario  (Section  2)  by  Katherine 
Stoltz.  She  had  observed  the  bird  on  six  other  days  in  the 
previous  three  weeks.  The  crow  repeatedly  gave  its 
“nasal  caw.”  Since  we  had  our  first  ever  Fish  Crow  in 
2012,  there  have  been  other  sightings  near  the  Niagara 
River. 

In  early  April,  Pauline  Fox  noticed  a  Western 
Tanager  at  her  backyard  feeder  at  486  Old  Main,  Irving, 
NY.  She  called  Beverly  Ruska  who,  with  her  husband 
John,  on  the  22nd,  confirmed  and  photographed  the  bird. 
They  contacted  Jim  Berry,  who  studied  the  tanager  with 
Bob  Sundell,  on  the  morning  of  the  23rd,  and  Jim  posted 
on  the  geneseebirds  listserv.  Although  this  is  our  first  New 
York  record  of  Western  Tanager,  there  are  four  other 
records  from  our  study  area,  all  in  the  Niagara  Region  of 
Ontario:  (1)  “Bailie  reported  [in  The  Ontario  Field 
Biologist]  that  a  Western  Tanager  ‘...turned  up  at  Herb 
O’Reilly’s  feeding  station  at  Tintern,  Lincoln  County 
[Ontario],  December  18,  1957,  and  was  last  seen  by  Mrs. 
O’Reilly  on  February  13,  1958.  It  was  identified  by  Dr.  W. 
E.  Hurlbert  ofVinland  (Field  Notes,  South  Peel  Nature 
Club,  February  8,  1958).’”  (2)  Maria  and  Lome 
Featherston  discovered  a  male  on  15  May  1989  at  Fort 
Erie  (Wormington  and  Curry  1990).  (Roy  and  Black 
2010).  (3)  December  3-7,  1992,  “  ...a  Western  Tanager 
appeared  at  the  feeder  of  Margaret  Cunningham”  [on 


Side  Road  #18  RR2,  Wainfleet]  “where  she  fed  it  grubs 
until  it  could  be  captured  and  maintained  by  a  local 
rehabilitator  for  the  rest  of  the  winter.  Mrs.  Cunningham 
welcomed  dozens  of  birders  to  her  yard  to  see  this  rare 
western  visitor”  (Rising  1993).  (4)  Kayo  Roy  relates:  “In 
May  of  2000  John  Black  and  I,  along  with  Marcie  Jacklin 
and  others  participated  in  a  month-long  census  of 
migrating  birds  at  Point  Abino.  On  May  7th,  2000,  about 
an  hour  after  I  had  completed  my  morning  census  I 
received  a  telephone  call  at  home  from  Ed  Stephens,  one 
of  the  residents  at  Point  Abino,  describing  a  bird  he  had 
observed  5  minutes  earlier  at  his  residence  feeder.  His 
description  was  spot  on  for  a  male  breeding  plumaged 
Western  Tanager.  I  raced  to  his  residence  and  for  over  an 
hour  looked  for  this  bird  with  no  luck.  Because  this 
species  is  on  the  OBRC  Review  List  and  because  I  knew 
the  BOS  would  clearly  be  interested,  while  there  I 
persuaded  him  to  write-up  his  observation  giving  all  the 
details  of  what  he  saw  and  told  him  to  include  the  names 
of  any  other  observers.  He  sent  me  his  report  and  I  sent 
the  original  to  the  OBRC,  and  made  a  copy  for  the  BOS, 
which  I  sent  to  Bob  Andrle.  No  photos  were  taken.  The 
record  was  accepted  by  the  OBRC.  (Roy,  K.J.  2001 . 
Ontario  Bird  Records  Committee  Report  for  2000.  Ontario 
Birds  19(2):45-64.”  WESTERN  TANAGER  2000  -  one, 
alternate,  male,  7  May,  Ridgeway  (Point  Abino),  Niagara, 
(Edmund  D.  Stevens,  also  found  by  Peter  M.  Stevens, 
Carol  A.  Stevens).”  This  Noteworthy  Record  was 
published  in  The  Prothonotary  68:1:6  two  years  later  and 


(Top)  Black-bellied  Plover  photographed  by  Willie  D’Anna 
at  Iroquois  NWR  on  April  21st  and  (Bottom)  Ruff 
photographed  by  Willie  D’Anna  at  Shelby  on  April  24th. 
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without  any  further  comment. 

On  the  18th  and  19th  Willie  D’Anna  observed  a  female 
“Oregon”  Junco  at  his  residence  in  the  Town  of  Wilson. 

He  listed  the  following  features  to  distinguish  it  from  the 
typical  Slate-colored  Junco  race:  “the  brown  on  back  and 
sides;  pinkish  tone  to  brown  on  the  sides;  strong  contrast 
between  the  hood  and  back  and  between  the  hood  and 
lower  breast;”  and  “convex  shape  of  hood,”  as  well  as 
submitting  several  photos.  We  have  eight  April  records  of 
“Oregon”  Junco.  There  are  only  four  later  spring  records, 
the  latest  being  April  29,  1950,  by  Robert  Sundell  at 
Riverside  Marsh. 
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(Top)  Western  Tanager  photographed  by  Mike  Zebehazy  at 
Irving  on  April  25th  and  (Middle  and  Bottom)  a  putative 
Ring-necked  Duck  X  scaup  spp.  hybrid  photographed  by 
Jim  Pawiicki  at  Barcelona  Harbor  on  April  29th. 
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RIPLEY  HAWK  WATCH:  SPRING  2013 

Gil  Randell,  Coordinator  Ripley  Hawk  Watch 

The  Ripley  Hawk  Watch  (RHW)  is  a  spring  hawk 
watch  located  on  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  about  70 
miles  southwest  of  Buffalo,  NY.  Daily  and  hourly  weather 
conditions  dictate  where  observers  are  stationed.  The 
three  watch  sites,  located  between  the  lakeshore  and  the 
top  of  the  escarpment,  are  along  a  north-south  line  of 
approximately  three  miles.  Within  this  three-mile  range, 
the  elevation  rises  from  630  to  1 ,454  feet  above  mean 
sea  level.  From  site  to  site,  there  can  be  considerable 
variation  in  weather,  particularly  regarding  fog  and  wind. 
Northerly  winds  tend  to  encourage  migrants  to  ride  the 
wind  deflected  by  the  face  of  the  escarpment,  while 
southerly  winds  force  the  birds  north,  closer  to  the  Lake 
Erie  shore.  Predominantly  westerly  or  easterly  winds 
allow  the  birds  to  disperse  over  a  broader  front  between 
the  lake  and  the  escarpment. 

The  RHW  shares  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie’s 
migration  corridor  with  two  other  nearby  spring  watches. 
The  Hamburg  Hawk  Watch  in  Hamburg,  NY  is  located 
just  under  60  miles  to  the  northeast  of  the  RHW  while  the 
recently  established  Presque  Isle  Hawk  Watch  in  Erie, 

PA  is  about  30  miles  southeast.  Species  accounts  and 
overall  totals  often  vary  considerably  among  the  three 
watches,  although  there  can  be  interesting  correlations. 
201 3  saw  striking  similarities  in  some  species  counts  and 
overall  numbers  between  RHW  and  Presque  Isle.  The 
Hawk  Migration  Association  of  North  America 
( www.HMANA.ora1  developed  and  maintains  HawkCount 
(www.hawkcount.ora1  where  daily  accounts  of  the  three 
Lake  Erie  watches  are  posted.  It  also  provides 
information  generated  by  HMANA’s  Raptor  Population 
Index  project  on  migration  timing  and  population  trends 
for  participating  sites. 

Official  dates  for  the  RHW  are  March  15th  through 
May  15th,  but  promising  weather  may  prompt  an  earlier 
start.  The  2013  season  began  on  March  10th  with 
unseasonably  warm  weather.  Below  freezing 
temperatures  returned  in  a  few  days  and  lasted  until  the 
end  of  March,  quite  a  departure  from  last  year’s  mildest 
March  on  record.  Over  an  eleven-day  period,  from  March 
12th  to  the  22nd,  the  watch  was  closed  eight  days  because 
of  inclement  weather,  mostly  snow.  March’s  dominating 
cold  and  snow  was  a  continuation  of  the  region’s  cold  and 
snowy  late  winter,  even  though  Lake  Erie  was  mostly  ice- 
free  near  the  RHW  all  winter,  with  only  a  few  significant 
ice  floes  at  the  beginning  of  the  hawk-watching  season. 
Rain  and  fog  closed  the  watch  for  two  days  in  April;  no 
count  was  taken  on  May  1 3th  because  of  a  late  snow 
storm.  The  eleven  days  on  which  the  watch  was  closed 
because  of  adverse  weather  are  reflected  in  the  decrease 
in  watch  hours  from  last  year’s  260  hours  to  244  hours  in 
201 3.  Weather  observations  were  supported  with  a 
Kestrel  4500  Pocket  Weather  Tracker. 

Spring’s  delay  in  2013  was  noted  in  the  daily  report 
for  April  17th:  “The  lateness  of  spring  this  year  can  be 
gauged  by  the  continued  dormancy  of  the  vineyard 
surrounding  our  site  on  the  side  of  the  escarpment:  last 
year  at  this  time  the  grape  vines  were  in  full  leaf  and  had 
blossomed;  this  year,  no  leaves  and  only  a  slight  blush 
suggesting  the  blossoms  to  come.”  Spring’s  late  arrival 


may  have  influenced  the  strong  flight  of  Red-shouldered 
Hawks  at  the  end  of  March,  when  174  red-shoulders 
were  counted  over  three  days:  March  29th,  30th  and  31st. 

In  other  years,  significant  portions  of  the  red-shoulder 
migration  have  occurred  before  the  watch  opens  in  mid- 
March. 

Raptors  observed  in  2013  totaled  26,672  birds. 
Although  the  total  was  not  an  eleven-year  record,  it  was 
second  only  to  our  2011  count  of  28,522  birds.  The  2013 
season  was  notable  in  that  it  established  records  for  four 
species  over  the  eleven  years  the  RHW  data  have  been 
reported  electronically  to  HawkCount:  record  numbers  of 
American  Kestrels,  American  Bald  Eagles,  Turkey 
Vultures,  and  Black  Vultures  were  recorded. 

This  seasons’s  Broad-winged  Hawk  count  of  5,071 
was  disappointing  after  last-year’s  strong  broad-wing 
showing  of  9,564  birds.  201 3’s  best  broad-wing  days 
were  April  18th  with  1 ,235  birds  and  April  22nd  with  1 ,085 
birds,  which  were  the  only  days  with  more  than  1 ,000 
broad-wings  counted.  On  April  18th,  over  600  broad-wings 
were  seen  during  one  hour  in  the  morning.  The  first 
broad-wings  of  the  season  were  recorded  on  April  14th, 
five  days  later  than  in  2012.  The  broad-wing  flight  tapered 
off  dramatically  during  the  first  two  weeks  of  May.  After 
the  RHW  season  ended  on  May  1 5th,  however,  Presque 
Isle  observed  a  total  of  643  broad-wings  over  two 
consecutive  days,  May  1 9th  and  20th. 

After  a  low  count  of  11 ,064  Turkey  Vultures  in  201 2, 
the  count  of  17,540  in  2013  set  a  record  that  surpassed 
201 1’s  count  of  16,470.  Turkey  Vultures  continue  to 
impress  observers  with  their  ability  and  willingness  to 
tackle  the  fiercest  and  most  adverse  winds  and  weather 
when  no  other  birds  appear  up  to  the  challenge. 

Sightings  of  seven  Black  Vultures  this  spring  set  a 
record;  typically  only  one  or  two  have  been  observed  in 
recent  years,  with  some  years  recording  none.  This 
increase  in  sightings  is  consistent  with  the  apparent 
expansion  of  the  species  range.  On  April  6th  and  again  on 
May  5th  two  Black  Vultures  were  observed  migrating  as 
pairs;  on  April  22nd  a  Black  Vulture  lingered  at  our  site  for 
an  hour  before  continuing  on  its  migration. 

American  Bald  Eagles  continued  to  increase  their 
presence  both  as  migrants  and  local  birds  at  the  RHW. 
Migrants  this  year  totaled  145,  surpassing  last  year’s 
record  number  of  139.  2013  was  the  third  year  in  a  row 
with  a  record  number  of  bald  eagles.  The  abundant 
presence  of  local  bald  eagles  often  creates  the  challenge 
of  determining  whether  an  eagle  is  a  migrant  or  a  local.  It 
is  not  unusual  to  observe  local  eagles  traveling  between 
nest  sites  on  the  escarpment  to  their  fishing  grounds  on 
Lake  Erie,  sometimes  with  five  or  more  eagles  interacting 
at  one  time.  Nearly  300  sightings  of  local  bald  eagles 
were  documented  this  spring.  Proposed  industrial  wind 
turbine  projects  in  the  migration  corridor  and  close  to 
known  eagle  nests  continue  to  cloud  the  horizon  for  our 
expanding  populations  of  resident  and  migrating  eagles. 

Osprey  numbers  continued  strong  for  a  third  year  in 
2013  with  182  birds  observed.  Although  there  were  no 
days  with  dramatically  high  numbers  of  Ospreys,  they 
came  through  steadily  from  late  March  until  the  close  of 
the  season.  For  the  third  year,  non-migrant  Ospreys  put 
in  a  few  appearances,  again  suggesting  the  likelihood  of 
a  local  population,  although  there  are  no  known  nests  in 
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the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  RHW. 

Although  far  from  record  numbers,  this  year’s  158 
Northern  Harriers  represent  a  significant  increase  over 
last  year’s  92  birds,  as  well  as  an  increase  over  the  fairly 
good  count  in  2011  of  143  harriers. 

This  season’s  count  of  1 ,678  Sharp-shinned  Hawks 
was  second  only  to  the  1 ,735  birds  in  2003  and 
considerably  more  than  last  year’s  1 ,037  birds.  The 
biggest  sharpie  day  in  2013  (312  birds)  was  April  15th, 
which  also  saw  the  largest  daily  count  of  Turkey  Vultures. 
April  15th  also  saw  our  first  strong  broad-wing  flight  (666 
birds)  and  was  one  of  RHW’s  five  three-falcon-species 
days. 

Cooper’s  Hawk  numbers  appear  fairly  stable  over  the 
last  few  years  with  80  birds  recorded  in  2013.  Northern 
Goshawks  are  a  rare  treat  at  the  RHW;  two  were  seen 
this  year,  a  low  count  but  consistent  with  recent  years. 

This  year  was  an  average  year  for  Red-tailed  Hawks, 
although  the  973  red-tails  in  2013  is  an  increase  of  349 
birds  over  the  low  2012  total.  Rough-legged  Hawks  in 
2013  totaled  14,  an  anticipated  low  count  based  on  the 
apparent  low  number  of  wintering  birds  in  areas  just 
south  of  the  RHW.  A  fairly  mild  early  winter  may  have 
limited  the  southern  migration  of  rough-legs  from  north  of 
the  Great  Lakes. 

Data  archived  by  HawkCount  and  recently  analyzed 
by  the  Raptor  Population  Index  project  have  suggested 
continent-wide  declines  in  American  Kestrel  numbers,  but 
this  spring  the  RHW  counted  an  eleven-year  record  of 
410  kestrels,  with  a  record  one-day  total  April  18th  of  134 
birds.  Fierce  southerly  winds  all  day  on  the  18th  also 
brought  our  biggest  broad-wing  day  of  the  year.  Modest 
numbers  of  Merlins  (10  birds)  and  Peregrine  Falcons  (12) 
were  consistent  with  the  counts  of  recent  years.  Although 
their  sightings  are  usually  brief,  views  of  Merlins  and 
Peregrine  Falcons  are  special  experiences. 

Golden  Eagles  are  a  rarity  at  the  RHW;  most  years 
see  only  two  or  three.  One  of  this  year’s  biggest 
disappointments  was  our  lack  of  even  a  distant  sighting  of 
one  of  these  most  charismatic  of  migrants,  our  first  year 
in  many  years  without  a  Golden  Eagle. 

The  following  table  summarizes  observations  for  all 
raptor  species: 


Species 

March 

April 

May 

Total 

Black  Vulture 

0 

5 

2 

7 

Turkey  Vulture 

7181 

9500 

859 

17540 

Osprey 

3 

131 

48 

182 

Bald  Eagle 

21 

90 

34 

145 

Northern  Harrier 

15 

121 

22 

158 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

106 

1402 

170 

1678 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

15 

58 

7 

80 

Northern  Goshawk 

1 

1 

0 

2 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

298 

9 

0 

327 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

0 

4632 

439 

5071 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

362 

553 

58 

973 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

7 

7 

0 

14 

Golden  Eagle 

0 

0 

0 

0 

American  Kestrel 

27 

356 

27 

410 

Merlin 

2 

7 

1 

10 

Peregrine  Falcon 

2 

8 

2 

12 

Unknown 

36 

27 

0 

63 

As  is  true  with  most  hawk  watches,  the  RHW 
provides  excellent  general  birding  opportunities.  Two  of 
several  species  the  RHW  follows  with  interest  are 


Common  Loons  and  Sandhill  Cranes;  loons,  because  of 
conservation  concerns,  especially  in  New  York  State; 
Sandhill  Cranes,  because  the  RHW’s  extreme  western 
location  in  New  York  State  should  make  it  a  promising 
location  for  observing  migrating  Sandhill  Cranes  as  they 
appear  to  be  expanding  their  range  from  the  west.  In 
2013  the  RHW  observed  migrating  loons  on  5  different 
days,  a  total  of  25  loons  for  the  season,  and  Sandhill 
Cranes  on  eight  different  days,  totaling  13  Cranes.  After 
last  year’s  40  Sandhill  Cranes,  13  on  one  day  alone, 
crane  sightings  this  season  were  disappointingly  few. 

The  RHW  again  was  fortunate  to  have  an 
enthusiastic  crew  of  a  dozen  talented  observers  who 
shared  the  responsibilities  and  rigors  of  managing  a 
spring  hawk  watch  for  244  hours  on  the  often  inhospitable 
south  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  All  counters  and  observers  at 
the  RHW  are  volunteers,  dedicated  hawk  watchers  who 
generously  volunteer  their  time  and  fiscal  support  for  the 
RHW’s  success.  The  RHW  also  depends  on  the 
generosity  of  the  three  private  landowners  who  graciously 
encourage  our  use  of  their  properties.  Many  thanks  are 
due  to  all  those  who  make  the  Ripley  Hawk  Watch  a 
special  and  exciting  birding  opportunity. 

Visitors  to  the  watch  are  welcome.  Daily  reports, 
providing  hourly  data,  as  well  as  specific  information 
about  migration  timing  and  population  trends,  are 
available  on  line  at  www.hawkcount.orQ.  Questions  about 
the  RHW  should  be  directed  to  Gil  Randell,  site 
coordinator  and  official  counter  at  (716)  753-2333; 
ianngiii@fairp.oint..  net- 

Spring  2013  Hamburg  Hawk  Watch 

Summary 

Jim  Landau,  Coordinator  Hamburg  Hawk  Watch 

Weather  Factors 

March  2013  in  Buffalo  will  go  down  in  the  record 
books  as  a  dry  month  with  very  few  notable  weather 
events.  Only  1 .06  inches  of  precipitation  fell,  making  it  the 
2nd  driest  March  on  record.  Sunshine  was  very  typical  for 
March,  with  45  percent  of  the  total  possible.  The  end  of 
the  month  saw  three  1000+  daily  counts,  raising 
anticipations  for  a  strong  Broad-winged  Hawk  flight  to 
come. 

April  saw  the  transition  from  winter  to  spring  with 
plenty  of  unsettled  weather  as  a  number  of  storm 
systems  tracked  across  the  lower  Great  Lakes.  The 
average  wind  speed  for  April  was  11.9  mph,  close  to  the 
mean  of  12.1  mph.  The  second  half  of  the  month  saw 
those  light  winds  start  out  from  the  south  on  many  days, 
which  should  have  encouraged  robust  hawk  flights.  Yet 
repeatedly  the  winds  shifted  to  the  west  and  northwest, 
and  the  much  anticipated  Broad-winged  Hawk  flights 
either  failed  to  materialize  or  were  moving  farther  to  our 
east. 

May  began  warm,  pleasant  and  sunny  before  a  cold 
low  settled  over  the  region  with  several  days  of  rain  and 
snow  flurries.  The  puzzling  lack  of  significant  numbers  of 
migrants  continued  this  month,  on  days  that  seemed 
conducive,  if  not  ideal,  for  a  hawk  flight.  Mid  month,  just 
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as  the  watch  was  ending,  a  taste  of  summer  greeted  the 
region  as  the  mercury  climbed  into  the  80s  with 
thunderstorms. 


Data  Table 

The  table  represents  the  past  10  seasons,  with  this 
season’s  count  data  also  broken  down  by  month. 
Highlighted  cells  indicate  high  counts  for  some  of  the 
species  identified  at  the  watch. 

Highest  March  total:  7,952  (2011).  Highest  April  total: 
12,134(2010). 


Highest  May  total:  2,097  (2012).  Highest  season 
total:  19,117(2010). 


BV 

TV 

08 

BE 

NH 

S3 

CH 

NG 

RS 

BW 

FIT 

RL 

GE 

AK 

ML 

PG 

UR 

SK 

TOTAL 

Fob 

1 

2 

1 

19 

23 

Mar 

5333 

2 

28 

11 

25 

35 

273 

462 

8 

2 

3 

1 

33 

6216 

Apr 

5567 

53 

38 

13 

279 

75 

27 

1357 

354 

8 

3 

37 

2 

1 

93 

7907 

May 

832 

20 

19 

2 

64 

26 

424 

109 

1 

4 

2 

33 

1536 

2013 

11733 

75 

87 

26 

368 

137 

300 

1781 

944 

17 

3 

43 

5 

4 

159 

15682 

2012 

9269 

87 

34 

23 

437 

86 

2 

78 

1988 

901 

13 

1 

39 

4 

5 

64 

1 

13030 

2011 

1 

12476 

60 

53 

38 

608 

92 

2 

108 

2861 

923 

33 

6 

84 

7 

2 

85 

17439 

2010 

13445 

73 

63 

44 

583 

136 

419 

2812 

1314 

57 

2 

58 

5 

6 

100 

19117 

2009 

2 

13174 

90 

54 

40 

410 

126 

177 

1334 

1212 

18 

2 

73 

8 

6 

58 

16784 

2008 

9812 

92 

24 

48 

423 

116 

2 

118 

2407 

1052 

16 

3 

67 

10 

3 

90 

14283 

2007 

9326 

110 

28 

39 

410 

119 

3 

234 

1575 

1015 

21 

2 

51 

6 

6 

65 

13010 

2006 

1 

9160 

113 

43 

50 

609 

121 

1 

238 

2258 

1294 

40 

4 

63 

6 

4 

131 

14136 

2005 

7838 

109 

42 

76 

525 

124 

2 

299 

2503 

1368 

42 

3 

95 

3 

6 

106 

13141 

2004 

2 

7723 

91 

39 

104 

395 

85 

1 

270 

1757 

1167 

95 

2 

74 

4 

3 

126 

11938 

Species,  abbreviations 


BV  Black  Vulture,  TV  Turkey  Vulture,  OS  Osprey,  BE 
Bald  Eagle,  NH  Northern  Harrier,  SS  Sharp-shinned 
Hawk,  CH  Cooper’s  Hawk,  NG  Northern  Goshawk,  RS 
Red-shouldered  Hawk,  BW  Broad-winged  Hawk,  RT 
Red-tailed  Hawk,  RL  Rough-legged  Hawk,  GE  Golden 
Eagle,  AK  American  Kestrel,  ML  Merlin,  PG  Peregrine 
Falcon,  UR  Unknown  Raptor,  SK  Swallow-tailed  Kite 


Species  Reports 

Black  Vulture  has  become  one  of  the  recently  arrived 
southern  species  that  now  seems  to  be  sighted 
everywhere  you  go  in  Western  New  York.  However,  the 
hawk  watch  is  apparently  not  a  likely  spot  to  look  for 
them,  as  they  failed  to  be  recorded  for  the  second  season 
in  a  row.  After  two  seasons  of  declining  numbers  Turkey 
Vulture  has  again  taken  an  upswing.  Osprey  numbers  are 
trending  a  10-year  decline.  Bald  Eagle  established  a  new 
high  for  the  watch,  affirming  their  continuing  breeding 
success  story.  Golden  Eagle  continues  to  appear  and 
inspire  each  spring  but  never  in  significant  numbers  that 
indicate  a  trend.  Unfortunately  the  trend  for  Northern 
Harrier  continues  downward.  The  accipiters  as  a  group 
remain  steady,  with  Cooper's  Hawk  flying  back  into  triple¬ 
digit  territory.  The  same  10-year  consistency  applies  to 
the  buteo  group,  with  Rough-legged  Hawk  showing  the 
only  steady  downward  trend.  The  falcon  group  is  also 
stable,  although  American  Kestrel  continues  to  struggle. 
The  higher  than  usual  number  of  "unknown  raptors"  can 
be  attributed  to  the  number  of  new  recruits  who 
participated  this  season.  An  old  birding  adage  states  that 
nothing  improves  your  identification  skills  like  field  work.  It 
is  assumed  that  the  number  of  "unknowns"  will  decrease 
as  "i.d."  skills  increase. 


The  2013  spring  season  saw  no  "hotline  worthy" 
rarities.  However  on  more  than  one  occasion  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  pointing  out  a  low  flying  raptor  to  a  non-birder. 
Their  surprise  and  excitement  would  never  fail  to  turn 
even  a  slow  day  into  a  worthwhile  one  for  me.  Overall, 
the  total  number  of  migrating  raptors  past  the  watch  was 
up  over  the  previous  spring  and  contributes  to  a  positive 
10-year  trend.  It  has  been  noted  before  that  a  significant 
element  of  this  is  due  to  the  explosive  increase  in  Turkey 
Vulture  numbers,  however  there  is  a  positive  trend  even 
when  they  are  factored  out. 

Sixty-three  non-raptor  species  provided  additional 
welcome  interest  for  watchers,  with  Sandhill  Crane, 
Pileated  Woodpecker,  Common  Raven,  Vesper  Sparrow, 
Rusty  Blackbird  and  Common  Redpoll  of  special  note.  A 
Great  Horned  Owl  raised  2  owlets  in  a  nest  formerly 
occupied  by  a  pair  of  local  Red-tailed  Hawks,  and 
generated  much  interest  from  hawk  watchers, 
photographers  and  nearby  residents  alike. 
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Hamburg  Hawk  Watch  is  conducted  at  Lakeside 
Cemetery  on  Route  75  in  Hamburg.  Dedicated  coverage 
runs  from  March  1  through  May  15.  All  data  generated  is 
uploaded  to  a  database  maintained  by  The  Hawk 
Migration  Association  of  North  America  (HMANA). 
HMANA  is  a  membership-based  organization  committed 
to  the  conservation  of  raptors  through  the  scientific  study, 
enjoyment,  and  appreciation  of  raptor  migration.  The 
home  page  http://hmana.ora/  contains  a  wealth  of  raptor 
information.  Data  from  Hamburg  and  many  other  watches 
can  be  accessed  directly  at  http://hawkcount.ora/ 

Anyone  with  suggestions,  questions  or  comments 
regarding  this  year’s  watch  are  asked  to  please  contact 
Jim  Landau  at  9195  State  Road,  Colden,  NY  14033,  by 
phone  (716)  941-3869,  or  by  e-mail:  landauir@amail.com 


41 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Date  Guide 
to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high  counts  for  the 
species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting  methods  used  by 
observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  or  juv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Bruce  Chilton  88 
Pryor  Ave.,  Tonawanda,  NY  14150;  Email:  BChi314159@aol.com 


Species 

April 

Number 

Location 

Observers) 

Snow  Goose 

6;  27,  28 

1  bl;  1  wh 

Yates 

D’Anna  et  al;  Potter,  D’Anna 

a 

8;  26 

2;  2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Yoerg;  Klick 

Ross’s  Goose 

15;  16;  19 

1 

Goat  1. 

Gyllenhaal;  D’Anna;  Klick 

Cackling  Goose 

8 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Yoerg 

Tundra  Swan 

3 

40 

Batavia 

Beattie 

u 

4 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

u 

4 

15 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Morien 

a 

16 

1 

Chautauqua  Institution 

Berry 

M 

25;  26 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D’Anna  et  al;  Morien 

Wood  Duck 

4 

50 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Gadwall 

17;  23 

28;  38 

Iroquois  NWR 

Hess;  Morien 

Eurasian  Wigeon 

6-15 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D’Anna  ,  Landaus  et  al 

u 

6 

1 

Allegany 

Reed,  Coate 

u 

15;  16 

1 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry;  Watson,  Pawlicki 

American  Wigeon 

4 

173 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Northern  Shoveler 

4 

19 

Alexander 

Dart  &  Beattie 

u 

4 

12 

TifftNP 

Salembier 

a 

7;  15 

92;  179 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morgante;  Morien 

u 

28 

16 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Northern  Pintail 

4 

268 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

a 

7 

50 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Morgante 

Green-winged  Teal 

4,  17 

319,  365 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Canvasback 

27;  28 

1 

TifftNP 

Watson;  Humann 

Redhead 

1;  3 

60;  40 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Pawlicki;  Watson 

u 

7 

25 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

19 

14 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Beattie 

Ring-necked  Duck 

6 

250 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

6 

70 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Sebum,  Jacklin 

u 

6 

265 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D’Anna 

u 

8 

42 

TifftNP 

Salembier 

Greater  Scaup 

25 

34 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Berry 

u 

28 

6 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Lesser  Scaup 

3 

60 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson 

u 

21 

78 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie 

Harlequin  Duck 

10 

2  fern 

Niag.-on-the-Lake  (Ont) 

Hoar 

Surf  Scoter 

6 

2 

Olcott 

D’Anna  et  al 

White-winged  Scoter 

8 

617 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

u 

12 

299 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D’Anna  et  al 

Black  Scoter 

6 

2 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Long-tailed  Duck 

6 

8 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

12 

1216 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D’Anna  et  al 

Bufflehead 

21;  28 

77;  45 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie;  Watson 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

16 

1400 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson 

Ruddy  Duck 

4;  7 

51;  57 

Iroquois  NWR 

Holmes;  Klick,  Pawlicki 

21;  28 

197;  101 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie;  Watson 

K 

24 

5 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Berry 

Red-throated  Loon 

6,  8 

7,8 

Wilson 

D’Anna 
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Species 

Apdi 

Number 

Location 

Observer^) 

u 

13 

1 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Sharon;  Humann 

a 

16 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gyllenhaal;  Lazarczyk 

Horned  Grebe 

9 

24 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Salembier 

a 

9 

47 

Univ.  at  Buffalo 

Rising,  Hollister 

it 

13;  15 

20;  34 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Sharon;  Humann 

a 

13;  21 

50;  27 

Batavia  WWTP 

Happ;  Beattie 

ii 

19 

76 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

Red-necked  Grebe 

6 

73 

Shadigee 

D’Anna  et  al 

ii 

25 

2 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna  et  al 

Double-crest.  Cormorant 

8,  24 

194,  432 

Goat  1. 

Watson 

it 

15 

112 

Motor  1. 

Watson 

II 

16 

315 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson 

II 

21 

55 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

American  Bittern 

17;  30 

i;  1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien;  Morgante 

Great  Blue  Heron 

15 

157  +  91  n 

Motor  1. 

Watson 

Great  Egret 

2;  12 

i;  9 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon;  Lazarczyk 

ii 

6 

i 

Chippawa  (Ont) 

Seburn,  Jacklin 

14 

8,  15,  21 

25,  45,  91 

Motor  1. 

Watson 

II 

8 

16  +  7  n 

Goat  1. 

Watson 

II 

8 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

a 

9 

1 

Pomfret 

Mosher 

a 

9;  23 

2;  14 

Iroquois  NWR 

Beattie;  Morien 

Green  Heron 

21 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Salembier 

a 

27 

1 

East  Amherst 

Morgante 

Black-cr.  Night-Heron 

8 

4  +  3  n 

Motor  1. 

Watson 

it 

8 

77  ad  +  15  n 

Goat  1. 

Watson 

Black  Vulture 

6 

2 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell  et  al 

it 

25 

5 

Lewiston 

Frauen 

Turkey  Vulture 

4,  15 

1607,  1874 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell  et  al 

ii 

6;  7 

804;  725 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Gordon  et  al;  Deleon  et  al 

Osprey 

6;  9 

12;  5 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Gordon  et  al;  Baird  et  al 

ii 

15 

2  ad  +  n 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Watson 

ii 

15,  18 

23,  26 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell  et  al 

Cl 

15;  21 

2  ad  +  n;  1 

Tonawanda 

Watson;  Hess 

u 

19 

20 

Carlton 

D’Anna  et  al 

ci 

21 

2  ad  +  n 

Wheatfield 

Watson 

u 

28 

6  ad  +  5  n 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

Bald  Eagle 

4,  30 

12,  17 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell  et  al 

ii 

6;  26 

3;  4 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Gordon  et  al;  Watson  et  al 

M 

8 

1  +  n 

Navy  1.  (Ont) 

Watson 

a 

25 

1  +  n 

Eden 

Andrle 

it 

28 

10 

Carlton 

D’Anna,  Morien 

Northern  Harrier 

15,18 

23,  26 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell  et  al 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

9;  28 

48;  34 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Baird  et  al;  Crowell  et  al 

it 

15,  18 

312,  217 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell  et  al 

u 

18 

140 

Carlton 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

4,  18 

4,5 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell  et  al 

<c 

9;  28 

8;  15 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Baird  et  al;  Crowell  et  al 

Northern  Goshawk 

7;  18 

1  im;  3 

Carlton 

Klick  et  al;  D’Anna  et  al 

(« 

23 

1 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell  et  al 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

4 

79 

Olcott 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

9F 

1 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Baird  et  al 

ic 

9F 

1 

R  T  Peterson  Institute 

Leenders 

ci 

15 

34 

Tonawanda 

Hess 

ii 

18,  22 

1235,  1085 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell  et  al 

ii 

18,  28 

240,  771 

Carlton 

D’Anna,  Potter  et  al 

ii 

22;  23 

281;  283 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Chilton  et  al;  Baird  et  al 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

4;  9 

61;  33 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Landau  et  al;  Baird  et  al 

it 

4,  15 

105,  102 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell  et  al 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

4 

3 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell  et  al 

ii 

4:29 

2;  2 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Landau  et  al;  Chilton  et  al 

ci 

7 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morgante 

ii 

26 

1 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Watson 
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Species 

if 

Golden  Eagle 

*  Virginia  Rail 

ct 

tf 

if 

it 

*  Sora 

it 

ti 

American  Coot 

if 

it 

Sandhill  Crane 

it 

tf 

ii 

if 

if 

it 

*  Black-bellied  Plover 

*  American  Golden-Plover 

*  American  Avocet 
Spotted  Sandpiper 

it 

Solitary  Sandpiper 
Greater  Yellowlegs 

ft 

*  Lesser  Yellowlegs 

if 

if 

Upland  Sandpiper 

it 

*  Least  Sandpiper 

it 

*  Pectoral  Sandpiper 

if 

Dunlin 

*  Rufi 

tf 

fi 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

ft 

it 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

it 

tf 

ft 

Black-headed  Gull 

fi 

if 

Little  Gull 

if 

ii 

it 

tf 

if 

Herring  Gull 

*  “Veoa’’  Herring  Gull 
Iceland  Gull 

if 

if 

fi 

if 


April 

Number 

28 

i 

21,28 

1,  i 

6F;  19 

i;  i 

18 

2 

19 

2 

21 

1 

27 

1 

23F 

1 

25 

1 

27 

1 

1 

124 

3 

125 

16 

90 

4 

1 

4 

3 

7 

2 

7 

2 

8 

1 

18 

2 

25;  30 

3;  2 

21F 

1 

21 

1 

12 

2 

18 

1 

18;  21 

1;  1 

24 

1 

4;  8;  22 

21;  54;  60 

24 

11 

3F 

1 

4;  25 

2;  12 

25 

10 

25-30 

2 

28;  29 

1;  2 

21F 

1 

24 

1 

7F;  9;  21 

9;  5;  28 

13 

4 

8F;  25;  26 

2;  30;  24 

18 

1 

24 

1 

28;  30 

1 

3-25 

1 

6,  27 

1,7 

9;  15 

6;  14 

10 

7905 

12 

11524 

16 

3500 

19 

70 

10 

1 

12 

1 

28 

1 

3 

2 

6 

30 

7 

1 

12 

50 

26 

1 

30 

2 

1 

500 

1 

1 

1;  3 

6;  4 

7 

1  imm 

19 

2 

19 

1 

20 

6 

Location 

Carlton 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 
Iroquois  NWR 
Fredonia 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 
Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Birdsong  Parklands 
TifftNP 

Batavia  WWTP 
Birdsong  Parklands 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Iroquois  NWR 
Chautauqua  Lake 
Olcott 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Jamestown 
Chautauqua  Lake 
Carlton 
Iroquois  NWR 
Iroquois  NWR 
Iroquois  NWR 
Batavia  WWTP 
Buffalo  Harbor 
Forest  Lawn  Cem. 
Royalton 
Iroquois  NWR 
Royalton 
Batavia  WWTP 
Iroquois  NWR 
Shelby 
Sheldon 
Clarence 
Iroquois  NWR 
Royalton 
Iroquois  NWR 
Barre 

Iroquois  NWR 
Iroquois  NWR 
Shelby 

Iroquois  NWR 
Lancaster 
Alexander 
Iroquois  NWR 
Niag.-on-the-Lake  (Ont) 
Fort  Niagara  SP 
Upper  Niagara  River 
Iroquois  NWR 
Niag.-on-the-Lake  (Ont) 
Buffalo 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Dunkirk  Harbor 
Lewiston 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Fort  Niagara  SP 
Squaw  Island 
Olcott 

Dunkirk  Harbor 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Woodlawn  Beach  SP 
Goat  I. 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Buffalo  Harbor 


QbserYer(s) 

Yoerg,  D’Anna 
Crowell  et  al 
Salembier;  D’Anna  et  al 
Ziemba 
Holmes 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Mitchell 

Rose 

Fox 

Mitchell 

Watson 

Rathbun 

Watson 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Morien 

Morgante 

Leenders 

Ziemba 

Potter,  D’Anna,  Mitchell  et  al 
Watson,  Lazarczyk;  Watson 
Pawlicki;  D’Anna  et  al 
Pawlicki 

Fox,  D’Anna  et  al 
Mitchell 

Humann;  Salembier 
Salembier 

Morien;  Yoerg;  Morien 

Salembier 

Beattie 

Holmes;  Watson 

Hess 

Kerr  et  al 

Hollister;  D’Anna,  Morien 
Potter,  Morien  et  a  I 
Salembier 

Klick;  Salembier;  Morien 
Morien 

Yoerg;  D’Anna;  Morien 
M&G  Coniglio 
Watson,  D’Anna  et  al 
Watson;  Morgante 
Morgante 
Beattie 

Salembier;  Morien 
Hoar 

Morien.  D’Anna  et  al 

Pawlicki 

Klick,  Sowinski 

Hoar 

Pawlicki 

Melvin 

Klick,  Watson,  Pawlicki 

Pawlicki 

D’Anna 

Potter,  Rothman  et  al 

Humann 

D’Anna 

Pawlicki  et  al 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

Pawlicki,  Watson;  Klick  et  al 

Yoerg 

Klick  et  al 

Humann 

Pawlicki 
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Species 

April 

Number 

Location 

Qkseryer(s) 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

1;  16 

10;  3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Pawlicki,  Watson;  Watson 

a 

20 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Humann 

u 

20 

4 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Pawlicki 

M 

30 

1 

Olcott 

D’Anna 

Glaucous  Gull 

1;  3;  24 

8;  11;  1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Pawlicki;  Klick;  Berry 

u 

7 

2  imm 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Yoerg 

a 

13;  20 

9;  6 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Jacklin;  Humann 

u 

19 

2 

Goat  1. 

Klick 

a 

20 

6 

Buffalo 

Pawlicki 

Caspian  Tern 

4F 

4 

Lake  Erie  SP 

Ziemba 

ft 

5 

3 

Dunkirk 

VerHague 

a 

6 

2 

Wilson 

D’Anna  et  al 

ff 

13;  16 

32;  63 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz;  Watson 

If 

29 

170 

Ripley  to  Hanover 

Klick,  Pawlicki 

Black  Tern 

12E 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

D’Anna  et  al 

if 

28 

3 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

Common  Tern 

6F 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

it 

7 

1 

Carlton 

Klick,  Pawlicki 

if 

12;  21 

45;  400 

Squaw  Island 

Pawlicki;  Watson 

a 

20 

1803 

Buffalo 

Pawlicki 

Forster’s  Tern 

12F 

1 

Buffalo 

Pawlicki  et  al 

a 

15;  25 

1;  1 

Wilson 

D’Anna,  Potter;  D’Anna  et  al 

Long-eared  Owl 

7 

1 

Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

Potter 

Short-eared  Owl 

4 

2 

Bethany 

Dart 

if 

13 

1 

Shelby 

Morien 

Northern  Saw-whet  Owl 

1 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Gralak;  Fell;  Yoerg 

if 

5 

1 

St.  Catharines  (Ont) 

Barraza,  Jacklin 

if 

10;  12 

2;  1 

Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

Potter;  Potter,  Salembier 

E.  Whip-poor-will 

30F 

1 

Reinstein  Woods  NP 

Schultz 

Chimney  Swift 

18F 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Humann 

a 

19 

1 

Shelby 

Klick,  Sowinski 

Ruby-thr.  Hummingbird 

28F 

1 

Jamestown 

Leenders 

ii 

29 

1 

Forestville 

VerHague 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

IF 

2 

Pt.  Gratiot 

Watson 

« 

7 

8 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Salembier 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

4 

1 

Hunters  Creek  Park 

Coleman 

a 

18 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Ziemba 

if 

28 

1 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Thomas 

if 

29 

1 

Evangola  SP 

Morien,  Salembier  et  al 

if 

30 

1 

Emery  Park 

Mark 

American  Kestrel 

8,  18 

34,  134 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell  et  al 

ff 

9;  18 

8;  10 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Baird  et  al;  Landau  et  al 

Merlin 

5;  25 

i;  1 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Watson  et  al;  Landau  et  al 

a 

12 

1 

Newfane 

D’Anna 

if 

15,  18 

3,2 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell  et  al 

ii 

15 

1 

Eden 

Andrle 

M 

20 

1 

Allegany  SP 

LeBlanc 

If 

27 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

If 

28 

1 

Carlton 

Yoerg,  D’Anna  et  al 

Peregrine  Falcon 

4 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Pawlicki 

if 

5 

2 

UB  south  campus 

Lazarczyk 

if 

8 

3 

Buffalo 

Humann 

if 

18,  23 

2,2 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell  et  al 

Least  Flycatcher 

28F 

1 

Carroll 

Berry 

Eastern  Kingbird 

23F 

1 

Beaver  Meadow  Aud.  Ctr. 

Kerr 

M 

27 

1 

Lewiston 

Smith 

II 

27 

1 

Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

Deed 

Northern  Shrike 

1 

2 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Beattie 

ft 

6 

1 

Tillman  Road  WMA 

Salembier 

if 

15L 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Blue-headed  Vireo 

16F 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Callaghan,  Hollister 

if 

18 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Warbling  Vireo 

26F 

1 

N.  Harmony 

Leenders 

ii 

30 

1 

Wilson 

Potter 
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Species 

April 

Number 

Losatigp 

Observer(s) 

Common  Raven 

29 

1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

★ 

Purple  Martin 

6F,  8 

1,2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Ziemba 

M 

9 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Salembier 

Tree  Swallow 

6 

400 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D’Anna  et  al 

Northern  Rough-w.  Swallow 

8F 

1 

TifftNP 

Salembier,  Sharon 

u 

9 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Ziemba 

★ 

Bank  Swallow 

18F 

1 

Fredonia 

Ziemba 

u 

26 

1 

Ridgeway 

Klick 

★ 

Cliff  Swallow 

18F 

3 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Price 

M 

25 

6 

Four  Mile  Creek  SP 

D’Anna  et  al 

* 

Barn  Swallow 

6F 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D’Anna  et  al 

it 

7 

1 

East  Amherst 

Morgante 

Brown  Creeper 

7 

12 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Salembier 

House  Wren 

18 

1 

TifftNP 

Mitchell 

a 

21 

1 

Watts  Flats  WMA 

Berry 

M 

21 

1 

Wilson 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Winter  Wren 

7;  9 

10;  16 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Salembier;  Humann 

★ 

Marsh  Wren 

25F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Hasler 

u 

26 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Morien 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 

17 

2 

TifftNP 

Salembier;  Sharon 

M 

18 

6 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

7 

42 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Salembier 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

7F;  8 

2;  1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Salembier;  Callaghan 

m 

18 

28 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

(i 

19 

1 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 

Holmes 

* 

Veery 

30F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Hermit  Thrush 

7 

1 

Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

Potter 

a 

7 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Potter 

u 

7 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Salembier 

u 

7 

3 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon 

★ 

Wood  Thrush 

29F 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  CP 

Morien,  Potter,  D’Anna 

ti 

29F 

1 

Westfield 

Klick,  Pawlicki 

Gray  Catbird 

17 

1 

R  T  Peterson  Institute 

Leenders 

ti 

18 

1 

Fredonia 

Ziemba 

Northern  Mockingbird 

4,  17 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Salembier 

« 

15 

1 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

it 

17 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Humann 

ti 

28 

1 

Middlebury 

Beattie 

* 

Brown  Thrasher 

8F 

1 

TifftNP 

Sharon 

16 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Watson 

Lapland  Longspur 

25 

27 

Hartland 

D’Anna  et  al 

★ 

Ovenbird 

29F 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Ziemba 

Louisiana  Waterthrush 

15,  17 

1 

Allegany  SP 

LeBlanc 

22 

1 

Colden 

J  Landau 

★ 

Northern  Waterthrush 

26F 

1 

Reinstein  Woods  NP 

Klick 

a 

28 

1 

TifftNP 

Humann 

u 

28 

1 

Carroll 

Berry 

* 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

11 F 

1 

Orchard  Park(f) 

LaPorta 

a 

24 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Callaghan 

★ 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

27F 

1 

Wilson 

Potter,  D’Anna 

★ 

Nashville  Warbler 

24  F 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

u 

25 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Fell 

★ 

Common  Yellowthroat 

30  F 

1 

Forestville 

VerHague 

★ 

Hooded  Warbler 

29F 

1 

Middlebury 

Beattie 

29F 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Callaghan,  Coleman 

★ 

Cape  May  Warbler 

27F 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Davis 

★ 

Northern  Parula 

26F 

1 

Long  Point  SP 

Bowman,  Wittmer 

★ 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

30F 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Pawlicki,  Salembier 

it 

30  F 

1 

Tillman  Road  WMA 

Brenner 

★ 

Yellow  Warbler 

20F 

1 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Hardenburg 

u 

21 

1 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon 

★ 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

2QF 

1 

East  Aurora 

Vigyikan 

★ 

Palm  Warbler 

16F;  17 

2;  1 

Point  Gratiot 

Watson;  Goetz 

a 

21 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Yoerg,  Henderson 
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Species 

April 

Number 

Location 

Qbseryer(s) 

u 

29 

17 

Westfield 

Klick,  Pawlicki 

Pine  Warbler 

9 

5 

Iroquois  NWR 

Salembier 

tt 

18 

4 

Amherst  SP 

Klick 

II 

21 

4 

Watts  Flats  WMA 

Berry 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

2F 

2 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Salembier 

M 

3 

1 

St.  Catharine’s  (Ont) 

Jacklin 

Yellow-throated  Warbler 

29F 

1 

Evangola  SP 

Mitchell  et  al 

Black-throat.  Green  Warbler 

16F 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Watson,  Pawlicki 

u 

16F 

2 

Wilson 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Eastern  Towhee 

22 

7 

TifftNP 

Salembier 

American  Tree  Sparrow 

29 

1 

Carlton  Hill  MUA 

Beattie 

tt 

30 

1 

Portland 

Hardenburg 

Chipping  Sparrow 

6 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Fell 

Field  Sparrow 

6F 

1 

Fredonia 

Ziemba 

Vesper  Sparrow 

12 

3 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Watson 

tt 

15;  21 

1;  1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Fell;  Coleman 

II 

24 

1 

Alfred 

Peterson 

tt 

26 

1 

Shelby 

Klick 

Savannah  Sparrow 

7 

1 

Shelby 

Morien 

Fox  Sparrow 

7;  17 

9;  3 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Salembier;  Humann 

m 

8,  17 

6,6 

TifftNP 

Salembier 

« 

17 

3 

Jamestown 

Berry 

Swamp  Sparrow 

6 

1 

Reinstein  NP 

Coleman 

White-throated  Sparrow 

29 

140 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

10,  20 

1,9 

Bethany 

Beattie 

tt 

18 

1 

Colden 

Landaus 

M 

21 

3 

Jamestown 

Berry 

tt 

23 

5 

Irving 

Watson 

Paris-eyed  Jmhqq  (Oregon) 

8,9 

1 

Wilson  (f) 

D’Anna  et  al 

a 

8,9 

1  PV 

Colden 

Landaus 

Scarlet  Tanager 

14F-26 

1 

Hamburg  (f) 

Murphy 

Western  Tanaaer 

22 

1 

Irving  (f) 

Ruska,  P.  Fox 

it 

23 

1 

Irving  (f) 

D’Anna,  Watson 

tt 

24 

1 

Irving  (f) 

Landau,  Galas,  Berry 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

24F 

1 

Irving 

S&M  Galas 

M 

27 

2 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 

Zebehazy 

Indigo  Bunting 

m 

1  PV 

Lockport 

Perry 

Bobolink 

27F 

1 

Strykersville 

Sucy 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

9 

62 

Olcott 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Rusty  Blackbird 

15,  16 

140,  400 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Orchard  Oriole 

29  F 

1 

Portland(f) 

Hardenburg 

Baltimore  Oriole 

28  F 

1 

Wilson 

Potter,  D’Anna 

tt 

29 

1 

Jamestown 

Leenders 

Common  Redpoll 

4;  30 

18 

Shelby 

Morien 

tt 

5;  30 

61;  1 

Jamestown 

Berry 

Hoary  Redpoll 

9-14 

1 

Jamestown 

Berry 

Pine  Siskin 

21,  27 

1, 30 

Wilson  (f) 

D’Anna,  Potter 

m 

22 

1 

Colden 

J  Landau 

tt 

23 

3 

Alden 

Mitchell 

tt 

23 

1 

Manila 

Holmes 

Evening  Grosbeak 

24 

1 

Wilson  (f) 

D’Anna 

m 

27 

5 

Lockport 

Morqante 

Species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year  (including  April  Count):  1 65 

New  species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  recorded  this  month  (including  April  Count):  60 

Total  for  the  year  (to  date)  201 3:  225 

Reported  hybrid: 

Rina-necked  Duck  X  scaup  29 _ 1 _ Barcelona  Harbor _ Klick,  Pawlicki _ 

Statisticians’  Note:  If  any  observer  wishes  to  know  the  status  of  their  verification  report,  please  contact  the  Statisticians 
and  we  will  give  them  the  reasons  for  our  decision.  Please  advise  us  of  any  errors  in  the  Noteworthy  Records. 
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Report  of  the  2013  Annual  B.O.S.  April  Bird  Count 

Weather:  Terry  Yonker,  Compiler:  Holly  Sweeney 


Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 
April  Bird  Count 
April  14,  2013 

Weather  Synopsis 

Weather  on  the  count  day  was  influenced  by  a  warm  front  that  sagged  slightly  southward  during  the  day  resulting  in  cloudy, 
cool  conditions  and  a  shift  of  wind  counterclockwise  from  west  to  east  by  late  evening.  The  warm  front  was  connected  to  a 
deepening  low  pressure  area  located  in  western  Minnesota.  The  warm  front  shifted  north  again  after  midnight  raising 
temperatures  to  the  low  70’s  the  following  day  with  winds  again  shifting  to  the  south. 

Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport 


Sunrise:  6:35AM  EDT  Sunset:  7:57  PM  EDT 


TIME 

WEATHER 

TEMP 

DEW  PT 

PRESSURE 

DIR/WIND 

REMARKS 

12:00  am 

Cloudy 

37°  F 

33°  F 

1014.1  mb 

WSW17G28 

3:00  am 

Cloudy 

37 

32 

10014.9 

WSW10 

6:00  am 

Mostly  Cloudy 

35 

27 

1016.6 

W10 

9:00  am 

Partly  Cloudy 

38 

28 

1018.6 

W12 

12:00  pm 

Mostly  Cloudy 

41 

28 

1020.2 

WSW16 

3:00  pm 

Mostly  Cloudy 

46 

29 

1020.6 

SW  13 

6:00  pm 

Mostly  Cloudy 

44 

26 

1020.3 

SSW8 

Warm  front 
south 

9:00  pm 

Partly  Cloudy 

42 

25 

1021.3 

SSE5 

12:00  am 

Partly  Cloudy 

39 

28 

1020.6 

E10 

Compilation:  The  following  is  a  list  of  species  recorded  on  the  count  together  with  the  number  of  individuals  tabulated. 

Bold  face  names  indicate  species  for  which  acceptable  written  verification  forms  were  received.  F  represents  first  and  L  last 
dates  for  the  spring  migration,  *  first  date  for  the  year.  Where  a  species  was  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections,  the  section 
numbers  are  given  in  parentheses. 


Geese-Herons 


Ring-necked  Duck 

1495 

Cackling  Goose 

5 

(3,4) 

Greater  Scaup 

418 

Canada  Goose 

12702 

Lesser  Scaup 

680 

Mute  Swan 

28 

unspecified  scaup 

723 

Trumpeter  Swan 

3 

(5,21) 

Surf  Scoter 

11 

Tundra  Swan 

27 

White-winged  Scoter 

881 

Wood  Duck 

396 

Long-tailed  Duck 

706 

Gadwall 

445 

Bufflehead 

5605 

Eurasian  Wigeon 

2 

(10,21) 

Common  Goldeneye 

370 

American  Wigeon 

800 

Hooded  Merganser 

328 

American  Black  Duck 

137 

Common  Merganser 

366 

Mallard 

1686 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

5073 

Blue-winged  Teal 

138 

Ruddy  Duck 

288 

Northern  Shoveler 

359 

unspecified  ducks 

27 

Northern  Pintail 

970 

unspecified  waterfowl 

6000 

Green-winged  Teal 

477 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

14 

Canvasback 

11 

Ruffed  Grouse 

12 

Redhead 

389 

Wild  Turkey 

220 

(4,5) 


(22) 
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Red-throated  Loon 

159 

(3,4) 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

2797 

Common  Loon 

255 

*  American  Bittern  F 

1 

(20) 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

213 

Great  Blue  Heron 

452 

Horned  Grebe 

842 

Great  Egret 

54 

Red-necked  Grebe 

126 

*  Green  Heron  F 

1 

(10) 

Eared  Grebe 

1 

(4) 

Black-crowned  Night-Heron 

122 

Vultures-Cranes 


Black  Vulture 

4  (2,3) 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

8 

Turkey  Vulture 

1723 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

358 

Osprey 

56 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

8 

Bald  Eagle 

63 

unspecified  buteos 

6  (14,20) 

Northern  Harrier 

89 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

108 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

47 

Virginia  Rail 

1  (24) 

Northern  Goshawk 

1  (20) 

American  Coot 

369 

unspecified  accipiters 

2  (20) 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

18 

Sandhill  Crane 

8  (2,6,14) 

Plovers  -  Terns 


Killdeer 

288 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

25779 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

78 

Little  Gull 

55 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

26 

Ring-billed  Gull 

32093 

Herring  Gull 

1637 

*  Solitary  Sandpiper 

F 

1  (20) 

Iceland  Gull 

7 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

F 

2  (25) 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

11 

*  Upland  Sandpiper 

F 

1  (10) 

Glaucous  Gull 

15 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

9  (2,4,5) 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

222 

unspecified  gulls 

820 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

92 

Caspian  Tern 

170 

American  Woodcock 

19 

Common  Tern 

156 

Forster’s  Tern 

3 

Pigeons-Swallows 


Rock  Pigeon 

1474 

American  Kestrel 

256 

Mourning  Dove 

1730 

Merlin 

6 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

13 

Peregrine  Falcon 

6 

Great  Horned  Owl 

16 

Eastern  Phoebe 

272 

Barred  Owl 

2  (28) 

Northern  Shrike 

4  (4,7,10) 

Long-eared  Owl 

2  (3,13) 

Blue  Jay 

795 

Short-eared  Owl 

4  (5,8) 

American  Crow 

3098 

Northern  Saw-whet  Owl 

1  (3) 

Fish  Crow 

2  (2) 

Belted  Kingfisher 

140 

Common  Raven 

31 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

264 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

172 

Horned  Lark 

216 

Downy  Woodpecker 

362 

Purple  Martin 

114 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

116 

Tree  Swallow 

2528 

Northern  Flicker 

382 

N.  Rough-winged  Swallow 

40 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

44 

Barn  Swallow 

254 

unspecified  woodpecker 

3  (3) 
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Tits-  Warblers 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

1193 

Tufted  Titmouse 

175 

*  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 

F 

1 

(12) 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

85 

Eastern  Bluebird 

297 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

224 

Hermit  Thrush 

12 

Brown  Creeper 

116 

American  Robin 

8188 

*  House  Wren  F 

1 

(28) 

Winter  Wren 

50 

*  Gray  Catbird 

2 

(11,28) 

Carolina  Wren 

51 

Northern  Mockingbird 

35 

Brown  Thrasher 

6 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

583 

European  Starling 

17658 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

30 

American  Pipit 

87 

Cedar  Waxwing 

35 

Warblers  -  House  Sparrows 

*  Louisiana  Waterthrush  F 

2 

(22,24) 

*  Scarlet  Tanager 

F 

1 

(14) 

Yeliow-rumped  Warbler 

29 

Northern  Cardinal 

966 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

6738 

Eastern  Towhee 

24 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

184 

American  Tree  Sparrow 

318 

Rusty  Blackbird 

597 

Chipping  Sparrow 

202 

Common  Grackle 

5645 

Field  Sparrow 

56 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

1683 

Vesper  Sparrow 

10 

Purple  Finch 

103 

Savannah  Sparrow 

186 

House  Finch 

349 

Fox  Sparrow 

88 

Common  Redpoll 

181 

Song  Sparrow 

2178 

Hoary  Redpoll 

1 

(23) 

Swamp  Sparrow 

81 

Pine  Siskin 

16 

(4,14,19) 

White-throated  Sparrow 

65 

American  Goldfinch 

707 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

27 

Evening  Grosbeak 

35 

(19,25) 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

2199 

House  Sparrow 

1688 

unspecified  sparrows 

13 

(7,20) 

unspecified  birds 

68 

(1,7,20) 

SUMMARY  INFORMATION:  Total  species  observed:  158  -equals  count  &  decade  high  record 

Total  individual  birds  observed:  176975 


COMPARATIVE  INFORMATION:  Associated  charts,  available  from  Holly  Sweeney,  compare  this  year’s  records  with  those 
for  2004-2013  and  those  for  1935-2013.  A  chart  listing  totals  for  each  species  per  section  for  2013  is  also  available.  In 
addition  the  following  notes  are  added: 


INDIVIDUAL  SPECIES  SINCE  1935: 

Highest  count  since  1935  (x  the  average  of  the  previous  77  years): 


Cackling  Goose-5-(50xavg.) 
Trumpeter  Swan-3-(30xavg.) 
Gadwall-205-(6.4xavg.) 

Eurasian  Wigeon-2-(10xavg.) 
Northern  Shoveler  -359-(6.4xavg.) 
Green-winged  Teal-477-(4.6xavg.) 
Red-throated  Loon-1 59-(26.5xavg.) 


Black  Vulture-4-(40xavg.) 

Bald  Eagle-63-(10xavg.) 

Sandhill  Crane-8-(20xavg.) 

Little  Gull-55-(13xavg.) 

Iceland  Gull-7-(7xavg.) 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull-1 1(22xavg.) 
Glaucous  Gull-1 5-(15xavg.) 


Forster’s  Tern-3-(30xavg.) 

Eastern  Screech-Owl  -13-(4.3xavg.) 
Fish  Crow-2  (1st  record) 

Barn  Swallow-254-(8.3xavg.) 
Carolina  Wren-51-(7xavg.) 

Winter  Wren-50-(3.8xavg.) 

Hoary  Redpoll-1  (lOxavg.) 


Lowest  count  since  1935  (average  number  seen  during  the  previous  76  years):  none 

Rare  count  sightings:  First  count  record-  Fish  Crow 

Second  count  record-  Cackling  Goose,  Black  Vulture,  Hoary  Redpoll 

Third  count  record-  Scarlet  Tanager 
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INDIVIDUAL  SPECIES  SINCE  2004: 


Belted  Kingfisher-140-(1.3xavg.) 
American  Kestrel-256-(1.5xavg.) 
Merlin-6-  (1.5xavg.) 

Northern  Shrike-4-(4xavg.) 

Fish  Crow-2(1st  record) 

Barn  Swallow-254-(2.4xavg.) 
Carolina  Wren-51-  (2xavg.) 

Winter  Wren-50-  (1 .5xavg.) 

Northern  Mockingbird-35  (1.4xavg.) 
Green-winged  Teal-477-(1.9xavg.)  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull-1 1-(3.6xavg.)  Common  Redpoll-1 81-(4.6xavg.) 
Redhead-  389-(3.6xavg)  Glaucous  Gull-1 5-(3.7xavg.)  Hoary  Redpoll-1 -(1st  record) 

Ring-necked  Duck-  1495-(1.6xavg.)  Forster’s  Tem-3-(3xavg.)  Evening  Grosbeak-35-(3.8xavg.) 

White-winged  Scoter-  881-(4.8xavg.)  Eastern  Screech-Owl-1 3-(1 .6xavg.) 

Bufflehead-  5605-(2.2xavg.)  Long-eared  Owl-2-(6.6xavg.) 

Lowest  count  in  past  decade  (average  number  seen  during  the  previous  10  years): 

Killdeer-288-(358)  White-throated  Sparrow-65-(179) 

Cedar  Waxwing-35-(1 57)  Purple  Finch- 1 03-(204) 

Pine  Warbler -0-(1 1)  American  Goldfinch-707-(1213) 


Highest  count  in  past  decade  (x  the 

Cackling  Goose  -5-(6xavg.) 
Trumpeter  Swan  -3-(6xavg.) 
Gadwall-  445-(3.1xavg.) 

Eurasian  Wigeon-2-(3.3xavg.) 
American  Black  Duck-1 37-(2.6xavg. 
Mallard  -1686-(1.4xavg.) 
Blue-winged  Teal-138-(1 .5xavg.) 
Northern  Shoveler-  359-(1.9xavg.) 
Northern  Pintail-  970-(2.7xavg.) 


average  of  the  previous  10  years): 

Red-throated  Loon-159-  (4.5xavg.) 
Pied-billed  Grebe-21 9-(2.3xavg.) 
Horned  Grebe-842-(3.5xavg.) 

Black  Vulture-4-(4xavg.) 

)  Bald  Eagle-63-(2xavg.) 

Sandhill  Crane-8-(2.6xavg.) 

Little  Gull-55-(4.5xavg.) 

Bonaparte’s  Gull-25779-(2.4xavg.) 
Iceland  Gull-  7-(2.3xavg.) 


Rare  count  sightings:  First  decade  records:  -  Fish  Crow,  Hoary  Redpoll-  Second  decade  records:  Cackling 

Goose,  Black  Vulture,  Golden  Eagle,  Long-eared  Owl,  Scarlet  Tanager-  Third  decade  records:  Trumpeter 
Swan  .Solitary  Sandpiper  .Forster’s  Tern,  Northern  Shrike,  House  Wren. 


SIGNIFICANT  POPULATION  INCREASES  AND  DECREASES: 

This  report  continues  a  change  instituted  in  the  April  2008  count  report  for  the  analysis  of  population  change.  Prior  to  1966 
the  number  of  observers  on  these  counts  was  fairly  stable  at  around  150.  In  1966  the  Lake  Erie  Bird  Club  of  Dunkirk,  the 
Cattaraugus  Bird  Club,  the  Allegany  Bird  Club  and  the  Jamestown  Audubon  Society  began  participating  in  the  counts  and 
the  number  of  observers  increased  to  approximately  250  where  it  has  remained  ever  since.  Given  this  stable  number  of 
observers  it  may  be  more  revealing  to  compare  population  changes  from  the  decade  starting  in  1966  to  the  current  decade, 
rather  than  the  entire  count  period  to  the  current  decade,  as  has  been  done  in  the  past.  And  to  make  this  comparison  more 
scientifically  meaningful  t-testing  has  been  used  to  compare  the  birds  observed  in  the  two  ten  year  periods  in  order  to 
determine  if  there  has  been  a  statistically  significant  change  in  the  population  of  each  recorded  species.  Those  species 
which  are  statistically  significantly  different  at  the  95%  confidence  level  are  listed  below. 

INCREASES:  The  numbers  shown  indicate  the  increase  multiple  between  the  first  decade  (1966-1975)  and  the  last 

(2004-2013)  except  when  no  sightings  occurred  in  the  first  decade,  in  which  case  the  numbers  in 
parenthesis  indicate  the  total  number  observed  in  each  of  the  two  decades: 

Mute  Swan  (0/173);  Wood  Duck,  4.5x;  Gadwall,  6.9x;  Mallard,  1.5x;  Northern  Shoveler,  7.7x;  Green¬ 
winged  Teal,  2.7x;  Ring-necked  Duck,  2.5x;  Long-tailed  Duck,  2.6x;  Bufflehead,  2x;  Hooded  Merganser, 
1.6x;  Red-breasted  Merganser,  3.6x;  Ruddy  Duck,  13. lx;  Wild  Turkey, 10. 9x;  Red-throated  Loon,  176x; 
Common  Loon,  13x;  Red-necked  Grebe, 31x;  Double-crested  Cormorant,  13310X;  Great  Blue  Heron, 3. 6x; 
Great  Egret,  53. 7x;  Green  Heron  (0/14);  Black-crowned  Night-Heron, 14. 2x;  Turkey  Vulture,  25. 3x;  Osprey, 
8x;  Bald  Eagle,  62. 2x;  Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  7. lx;  Cooper’s  Hawk,  4.2x;  Northern  Goshawk,  8x;  Red-tailed 
Hawk,  1.7x;  Virginia  Rail,  29x;  Sandhill  Crane, (0/26);  Greater  Yellowlegs,4.2x;  Lesser  Yellowlegs,  6.7x; 
Bonaparte’s  Gull,  5.5x;  Ring-billed  Gull,  5.2x;  Iceland  Gull,  1 0x;  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  (0/29);  Great 
Black-backed  Gull,  13.5x;  Caspian  Tern,  895x;  Common  Tern,  7.3x;  Rock  Pigeon,  3.2x;  Mourning  Dove, 
2.6x;  Eastern  Screech  Owl,  2.4x;  Barred  Owl,  4. 1  x;  Red-bellied  Woodpecker,  22. 3x;  Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker,  10. 3x;  Pileated  Woodpecker  2. 9x,  Merlin  (0/39);  Peregrine  Falcon  (0/29);  Blue-headed  Vireo 
(0/47)  Common  Raven  (0/199);  Tree  Swallow,  5.4x;  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallow,  85.3x;  Barn  Swallow 
9x;  Tufted  Titmouse,  10. 2x;  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  2.2x;  Brown  Creeper,  1.7x;  Carolina  Wren,  7.2x; 
Winter  Wren,  2.8x;  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet,  6.9x;  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  (0/17);  Eastern  Bluebird,  3.2x; 
Hermit  Thrush,  7x;  Gray  Catbird,  3.5x;  Northern  Mockingbird,  7.8x;  Pine  Warbler,  107x,  Chipping  Sparrow, 
5.7x;Savannah  Sparrow,  2. lx;  Swamp  Sparrow,  3.2x;  White-throated  Sparrow,  2.2x;  Northern  Cardinal, 
1.9x;  Purple  Finch,  2.4x;  House  Finch  (0/4994);  American  Goldfinch,  2.9x. 
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DECREASES: 

The  numbers  shown  indicate  the  percentage  decrease  between  the  first  decade  (1966-1975)  and  the  last 
(2004-2013): 

Snow  Goose,  88%;  Canada  Goose, 79%;  Tundra  Swan, 77%;  American  Black  Duck,  82%;  Blue-winged 
Teal,  58%;  Northern  Pintail, 65%;  Canvasback,85%;  Greater  Scaup,  89%;  Common  Goldeneye,  80%; 
Common  Merganser,  76%;  Ring-necked  Pheasant,  86%;  Ruffed  Grouse,  48%;  Killdeer,  35%;  Snowy 

Owl, 100%;  Long-eared  Owl,  86%;  Loggerhead  Shrike, 100%;  Horned  Lark,  51%;  American  Robin,  23%; 
European  Starling,  60%;  American  Tree  Sparrow,  81%;  Vesper  Sparrow,  90%;  Song  Sparrow,  42%;  Red¬ 
winged  Blackbird  61%;  Eastern  Meadowlark,  80%;  Common  Grackle,  76%;  Brown-headed  Cowbird,  65%; 
Evening  Grosbeak,  99%;  House  Sparrow,  66%. 

OBSERVERS  (Section  compilers  are  printed  in  bold  face.): 
Section  1 :  Lynne  Landon,  Julie  Tedesco,  Terry  Yonker 


Section  2:, 

Brian  Ahara,  John  Black,  Paula  Clark,  Philip  Downey,  Jean  Hampson,  Bob  Highcock,  Carol  Horvat,  Kayo 
Roy,  Dan  Salisbury,  John  Stevens,  Katherine  Stoltz 

Section  3: 

Biii  Broderick,  Ken  Cohen,  Willie  D’Anna,  Leo  Foshio,  Ethan  Kistler,  Billi  Krochuk,  David  Muller,  Betsy 
Potter,  Vicki  Rothman,  Anita  Wierzba,  Peter  Yoerg 

Section  4: 

Corey  Callaghan,  Julie  Eberhart,  Brooke  Genter,  Neal  Gordon,  Brendan  Klick,  Holly  Sweeney,  Bill  Watson 

Section  5: 

Lynn  Batt,  Morgan  Jones,  Celeste  Morien,  Susan  O’Donnell,  Thomas  O’Donnell 

Section  6: 

Jerry  Chappie,  Nina  Chappie, George  Thomas 

Section  7: 

HM  Bateman,  Steve  Brenner,  Joseph  Fell,  Jim  Horn,  Marg  Partridge,  Jim  Rozanski,  Liz  Wells 

Section  8: 

Jennifer  Barraza,  Jesse  Barraza,  Peter  BonEnfant,  Lynda  Goodridge,  Marcie  Jacklin,  Tim  Seburn,  Rick 
Stockton 

Section  9: 

John  Black,  Tom  Burke,  Michael  Galas,  Sylvia  Galas,  Ron  Hacker,  Sue  Hacker,  Bernie  Kester, 

Jerry  Lazarczyk,  Karen  Lee  Lewis,  Debbie  Milleville,  Chuck  Mitchell,  Tom  O’Donnell,  Gerry  Rising,  Peter 
Yoerg,  Dan  Yox 

Section  10: 

Eli  Coleman,  Seaghan  Coleman,  Donna  DeLeon,  Robert  DeLeon,  Gary  Diamond,  David  Gordon,  John 
Welte,  Martha  Welte, 

Section  1 1 : 

Jacob  Abaya,  Jenna  Abaya,  Jonathon  Abaya,  Nancy  Bompczyk,  Peter  Corrigan,  Teresa  Corrigan,  Ann 
Fourtner,  Chuck  Fourtner,  Ethan  Gyllenhaal,  Alec  Human,  Chuck  Rosenburg,  Kristen  Rosenburg,  Brittany 
Rowan,  Richard  Salembier,  Ethel  Schnorr,  Michael  Schnorr 

Section  12: 

Chris  Akios,  Chris  Betrus,  Joe  Carlo,  Mark  Casell,  Gregory  Coniglio  ,  Kurt  Fox,  Paul  Fuhrmann,  Mike 
Morgante,  Sarah  Piecuch 

Section  13: 

Douglas  Beattie, Tony  Ciambor,  Elaine  Dart, ,  Dwayne  Fonda,  Katie  Fonda,  Taler  Fonda,  Kurt  Fox  Judy 
Garver,  Tad  Gerace,  Jack  Hartwig,  Bill  Kistner,  Jodi  Laird,  KimMarie  Markel,  Jane  Mason,  Marc  Mason, 

Max  Mason,  Jim  Ochterski,  Joe  Salvadore,  Ginny  Tiede,  John  Volpe 

Section  14: 

Patricia  Andrle,  Robert  Andrle,  Ken  Brandes,  Carolyn  Goff,  Tim  Goff,  Fred  Harrington,  Joan  Jabczynski, 
Glena  Leous,  Mark  Leous,  Patty  Madigan,  Sandy  Radigan,  Sue  Saunders,  Sharon  Sisti,  Nancy  Vigyikan, 
Paul  Vigyikan.  Carolyn  Willington 

Section  1 5: 

Ed  Ratajczak,  Sally  Uzunov 

Section  16: 

Audrey  Horbett,  Frances  Rew 

Section  17: 

Joe  Mitchell,  Bert  Schweigert 

Section  18: 

Bruce  Chilton,  Jim  Landau,  Karen  Landau 
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Section  19: 

Russell  Allen,  Shawn  Allen,  Rob  Andrews,  Stewart  Burn,  Carolyn  Closser,  James  Fegley,  Sam  Girod, 
Peter  Meilander  family,  Jerry  McGlynn,  Rudy  Miller,  Sam  Norton,  Sean  Phelan,  Michael  Raybuck,  Teresa 
Rork,  Carol  Stonemetz,  Jean  Wilson,  Larry  Wilson 

Section  20: 

Claudia  Ansell,  William  Baker,  Nan  Bowser,  David  Bryant,  Lucy  Bryant,  Harry  Centner,  Janet  Centner, 
Chuck  Cutrona,  Paul  Farver,  Joanne  Goetz,  Thoms  Goetz,  Joe  Gula,  Carol  Hardenburg,  Terry  Mahoney, 
Judy  Mosher,  Terence  Mosher,  Robert  Peterson,  Beverly  Ruska,  John  Ruska,  Audrey  Schafer,  Gale 
VerHague 

Section  21: 

Ranjit  Laha,  Gavin  Maggio,  Jeremy  Maggio,  Steve  Maggio,  Bob  Petroline,  Bill  Seleen,  Tom  Simmons,  Bob 

Sundell 

Section  22: 

Jim  Berry,  Ranjit  Laha,  Susan  Lawton,  Linda  O’Brien,  Bob  Sundell ,  Kirk  Vanstrom 

Section  23: 

Jim  Berry,  Ranjit  Laha,  Bob  Sundell 

Section  24: 

Tim  Baird,  Mike  DeSha 

Section  25: 

Tim  Baird,  Pat  Coate,  Mike  DeSha,  Jeff  Reed,  James  VanScoy,  Regina  Van  Scoy 

Section  26: 

Russell  Allen,  Dave  Cross,  Denton  Willett 

Section  27: 

Russell  Allen,  Alison  Dickinson,  Jerry  Dickinson,  Jackie  Merrick,  Dan  Ramsey,  Evelyn  Ramsey,  Amanda 
Robbins, Wilma  Sanford 

Section  28: 

Russell  Allen,  Shawn  Allen,  Dan  Babcock,  Betsy  Brooks,  Jerry  Cartledge,  Mary  Lou  Cartledge,  Diane 
Converso,  Gary  Cornell,  Luann  Cornell,  Roy  Costley,  Darr  Fanton,  Melody  Fanton,  Peter  Finlay,  Terry 
Finlay,  Peter  Gradoni,  Geri  Hills,  Ralph  Hills,  Barbara  Kubiak,  Sue  Lange,  Woody  Lange,  Martha  Lash, 
Kathy  McDonald,  Shelly  Mansfield,  Allen  Ormsby,  Mary  Ormsby,  Ann  Pipal,  Bob  Pipal,  Ken  Reichman, 

Ona  Reynolds,  Nancy  Rouse,  Ernest  Rositzke,  Lynn  Rositzke,  Maureen  Soule,  Tarah  Soule,  Megan 
Staffel,  Tim  Timbrook,  Katie  Weiman,  Mary  Lu  Wells 

Number  of  observers:  251 
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Summer/Fall  Calendar  &  Announcements 

Buffalo-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 

Bird  Hotline  1-877-698-3261  (if  busy  866-321-4255  or 
614-384-2335) 

July  21:  Sunday:  Canadian  shoreline  of  Lake  Erie  for 

shorebirds.  Leader:  Doug  Happ  (649-1297).  Meet  at  7:00  AM 
at  Vermont  and  Busti  near  the  Peace  Bridge.  We  will  car  pool 
from  there.  Among  other  places,  we  will  be  going  to  Rock  Point 
Provincial  Park,  which  charges  $13.00  Canadian  per  car  for 
entry,  so  bring  Canadian  money  if  you  have  it.  Make  sure  you 
have  a  passport,  pass  port  card,  Nexus,  or  enhanced  drivers 
license. 

Aug.  25:  Sunday:  Canadian  shoreline  of  Lake  Erie  for 

shorebirds.  Leader:  Doug  Happ  (649-1297).  Meet  at  7:00  AM 
at  Vermont  and  Busti  near  the  Peace  Bridge.  We  will  car  pool 
from  there.  Among  other  places,  we  will  be  going  to  Rock  Point 
Provincial  Park,  which  charges  $13.00  Canadian  per  car  for 
entry,  so  bring  Canadian  money  if  you  have  it.  Make  sure  you 
have  a  passport,  passport  card,  Nexus,  or  enhanced  drivers 
license. 

Sept.  11:  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  at  Cummings  Room  of  the 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Members’  Night.  Bring  along 
your  favorite  stories,  disk,  or  slides  on  a  carousel  to  share  with 
the  other  members. 

Oct.  25:  Friday.  2013  Vaughan  Lecture.  Professor  Bridget 
Stutchbury  from  York  University  in  Toronto  will  present  her 
research  on  tracking  songbird  migration.  Bridget  Stutchbury  was 
born  in  Montreal  and  raised  in  Toronto.  She  completed  the 
Ph.D.  at  Yale  University  and  was  a  postdoctoral  fellow  at  the 
Smithsonian  Institution.  Since  the  1980s,  she  has  followed 
songbirds  to  their  wintering  grounds  in  Latin  America  and  back 
to  their  breeding  grounds  in  North  America  to  understand  their 
behavior,  ecology  and  conservation.  Her  latest  research  uses 
“geolocators”  to  track  the  amazing  migratory  journeys  of  Wood 
Thrushes,  Purple  Martins  and  Red-eyed  Vireos.  She  serves  on 
scientific  advisory  committees  for  World  Wildlife  Fund  Canada, 
Wildlife  Preservation  Canada,  and  Earth  Rangers.  She  is  also 
author  of  Silence  of  the  Songbirds  (2007  finalist  for  the 
Governor  General’s  Award)  and  more  recently  The  Private  Lives 
of  Birds  (2010). 


BOS  Hotline  Hints 

Mike  Galas 

The  Society  sponsors  a  rare  bird  alert  for  all  of  its  members.  I 
could  write  pages  of  explanations,  but  here  are  a  few  suggestions 
for  making  it  simple.  To  start,  you  don't  have  to  look  for  the 
number;  just  program  your  cell  phone  to  speed  dial  it.  The  number 
is  1-877-698-3261.  Now  you  don't  have  to  remember  it.  For 
example,  my  speed  dial  is  7. 1  hit  7  and  send;  this  connects  me  to 
the  service.  Once  connected,  just  follow  the  prompts.  You  will  be 
asked  to  enter  the  code  144238  1756.  This  is  necessary  to 
continue.  Another  HINT,  I  have  this  code  typed  in  under  the  one 
call  number  in  my  cell  just  in  case  I  forget  the  code.  Once  you've 
done  it  a  few  times,  you'll  probably  have  it  memorized  as  I  do  at 
this  point.  After  following  all  the  prompts,  the  only  other  information 
you  will  need  is:  send  it  to  group  02,  not  00.  Enter  02  when 
prompted.  You’ll  finish  by  following  all  the  prompts  until  the  final 
prompt  states  your  call  is  complete.  At  that  point  you  will  have  just 
made  your  first  call;  it’s  that  simple.  PLEASE  NOTE,  this 
information  is  available  at  our  monthly  meeting  on  a  business 
card. 

Another  item  that  needs  to  be  pointed  out  is  the  following:  if 
you  receive  a  phone  call  from  693-4892,  that  is  not  the  hot  line.  It 
is  the  control  number  for  this  service  and  it's  my  home  number.  If 
you  want  to  hear  the  message  you  missed,  just  hit  your 
programmed  speed  dial.  You  will  hear  this  prompt:  “If  you  want 
your  latest  message  press  1 ."  By  pressing  1 ,  you  will  hear  the 
latest  message.  It's  that  simple  and  you  can  hear  it  as  many  times 
as  you  wish. 

My  cell  number  is  (716)  345-5419;  feel  free  to  call  me 
anytime.  I  will  gladly  put  your  information  on  the  hot  line,  if  you  do 
not  wish  or  cannot  do  it  yourself.  I  will  include  your  name  and  cell 
number  in  the  message.  You  can  call  or  email  me 
(mqalas® roadrunner.com)  any  time  with  questions.  I  will  do  my 
best  to  help  you.  This  is  a  great  communication  tool.  Once  a  call  is 
made,  it  goes  out  to  196  member  phones  within  minutes,  letting 
members  know  where  the  sighting  has  occurred. 

Please  remember,  if  you  change  your  number,  notify  us  so  I  can 
update  your  connection  to  one  call  and  Karen  can  update  your 
membership  information.  Thank  you  for  using  one  call.  Good  luck 
and  Happy  Birding! 
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THE  MONTH:  May 

Gerry  Rising 


The  weather  was,  quite  simply,  variable.  In  his 
meteorological  summary  for  the  local  weather  bureau, 
David  Thomas  points  out  that  "two-thirds  of  the  month 
had  days  that  averaged  10  degrees  or  more  from 
normal."  There  were  14  above,  5  below.  No  records  were 
set  but  this  established  the  up  and  down  pattern.  Through 
May  10  the  highs  were  mostly  in  the  70s  (all 
temperatures  F)  with  lows  in  the  50s.  The  temperature 
dropped  on  the  11th  with  May  12-14  registering  lows  in 
the  30s  with  a  trace  of  snow  on  the  12th  and  13th.  Highs 
in  the  80s  from  May  19-23,  back  down  to  40s  and  30s 
lows  on  23-27,  and  a  final  climb  to  82°  on  the  30th,  with 
86°  on  the  31st,  the  month  high.  But  no  frosts,  thank 
goodness,  and  the  stone  fruit  crops  that  suffered  so  badly 
in  2012  came  through  very  well. 

The  result  of  all  that:  the  61 .4°  mean  was  4.5°  above 
normal,  still  far  from  last  year's  record  setting  63.8°  mean. 

Measurable  rain  fell  on  12  days  with  the  month  total, 
3.57",  just  0.11"  above  average;  however,  the  1.57" 
downpour  on  the  28th  set  that  date's  record.  The  rainy 
days  were  offset  (often  the  same  day)  by  a  good  deal  of 
sunshine,  11%  above  normal  for  the  month. 

Once  again,  April  and  May  produced  full  foliage  early. 
Let's  see  if  it  also  produced  some  birds? 

Lingering:  Two  very  late  Tundra  Swans  on  the  28th 
and  a  few  diving  ducks  through  the  month.  A  Red- 
throated  Loon  on  the  20th.  And  a  few  winter  finches: 
Common  Redpoll  until  the  9th,  Pine  Siskins  until  the  30th 
and  two  Evening  Grosbeaks,  one  on  the  10th  and  12th, 
the  other  on  the  17th. 

Early:  This  category  seems  no  longer  useful  for  May. 
When  we  get  Indigo  Buntings,  a  bird  I  usually  think  of  as 
a  late  migrant,  as  well  as  1 8  warbler  species,  in  April  this 
year,  it  is  difficult  to  find  species  other  than  flycatchers 

that  now  first  arrive 
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The  Month 

in  May. 

Gerry  Rising 

Exceptional: 
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Noteworthy  Records 

Harlequin  Duck  at 

Bruce  Chilton  &  Statisticians 

Port  Weller  on  the 
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May  Count  2013 

4th  and  16th.  Two 

Robert  DeLeon 

Snowy  Egrets  at 

68 

Calendar 

Beaver  Island  on 

(Top)  Piping  Plover  photographed  by  Jim  Pawlicki  at 
Batavia  WWTP  on  May  11th  and  (Bottom)  Glossy  Ibis 
photographed  by  Willie  D’Anna  at  Pomfret  on  May  5th 


the  24th  and  a  Glossy 
Ibis  for  a  week  in 
Pomfret.  Two 
Laughing  Gulls  on  the 
9th.  A  New  York  whip- 
poor-will  on  the  16th 
at  Four  Mile  Creek 
SP.  Five  reports  of 
Golden-winged 
Warbler  in  different 
areas  plus  three  on 
the  May  Count:  are 
they  coming  back? 
Lawrence's  Warbler 
at  Beaver  Meadow 
from  the  11th  to  the 
29th.  Connecticut 
Warbler  in  Wilson  on 
the  21st  and  Yellow- 
throated  Warbler  at 
Evangola  SP  on  the 
9th  continuing  there 
from  last  month.  Four 
Clay-colored 
Sparrows  in  Olcott  on 
the  27th  and  31st. 

Bird  of  the  Month: 

the  Piping  Plover  at 
Batavia  WWTP  on 
the  11th. 

Increasing:  Last  May 
I  reported  increasing 
numbers  of  several 
formerly  uncommon 
species.  This  year's 
records  for  those 
species  continue  this 
pattern:  Sandhill 
Cranes  (5  areas,  max 
6),  Great  Egrets  (4  areas,  max  94)  and  Orchard  Orioles 
(7  areas,  max  2).  I'm  happy  to  add  to  this  list  a  species  I 
thought  was  on  its  way  to  extirpation:  Red-headed 
Woodpecker  (8  areas,  max  4).  Also:  Merlin  (6  areas,  max 
2).  On  the  May  Count  Red-bellied  Woodpeckers 
outnumbered  the  total  of  Downy  and  Hairy  Woodpeckers 
together. 

Decreasing:  Are  we  losing  our  marsh  birds  to  the 
encroachments  of  the  big  nasties:  Canada  Goose  and 
Mute  and  Trumpeter  Swans?  Consider  the  May  Count 
totals:  Least  Bittern  0,  Virginia  Rail  3,  Sora  6,  Common 
Gallinule  6,  Black  Tern  3. 

Personal  Comments:  Although  our  Section  9  May 
Count  number  of  species  was  normal,  I  found  a  dearth  of 
warblers  on  that  day.  We  had  just  two  or  three  warbler 
species  on  Goat  Island  where  we  normally  get  well  over  a 
dozen.  Our  actual  count  of  individual  warblers  there  was 
about  five.  This  demonstrated  to  me  once  again  how 
closely  tied  to  weather  patterns  are  our  bird  migrations 
and  what  an  important  role  chance  plays  in  birding. 

And  I  must  add  how  much  contemporary  photography 
is  adding  to  our  identification  records.  The  photos 
accompanying  this  month's  records  surely  attest  to  their 
contribution. 


(Top  to  Bottom)  Common  Redpoll  photographed  by  Mike 
Morgante  at  East  Amherst  on  May  9th,  Laughing  Gull 
photographed  by  Jim  Pawlicki  (and  below  by  VerHague)  at 
Dunkirk  Harbor  on  May  9th,  and  Dunlin  photographed  by 
Kayo  Roy  resting  along  the  Lake  Erie  shoreline  near 
Harbourview  Road,  Burnaby,  Ontario  on  May  27th. 


The  Prothonotary  is  published 
monthly  by  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society,  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo,  NY 
14211.  Send  address  changes  to 
Karen  Landau,  S-9195  State  Road, 
Colden,  NY  14033. 

Please  send  correspondence  to: 
Jack  Skalicky,  PO  Box  58886,  Salt 
Lake  City,  UT  84158-0886  or  Email 
skalickyffibiochem.utah.edu 


Publishing:  Audrey  Horbett 

Editorial  Consultants:  Robert 
Andrle,  Willie  D’Anna,  Mike 
Morgante,  Jim  Pawlicki,  Gerry 
Rising,  William  Watson,  Mike 
Zebehazy 
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Thomas  O'Donnell 
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Robert  DeLeon 
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Tim  Baird 
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Mike  Morgante 
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Douglas  Beattie 
Karen  Lee  Lewis 
David  Suggs 
Joseph  Fell 
Michael  Galas 
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Whimbrels  photographed  by  Kayo  Roy  along  the  Lake  Erie  shoreline  at  the  foot  of  Morgan’s  Point  Road,  Wainfleet,  Ontario  on 


May  23rd. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Date  Guide 
to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high  counts  for  the 
species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting  methods  used  by 
observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  or  juv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Bruce  Chilton  88 
Pryor  Ave.,  Tonawanda,  NY  14150;  Email:  BChi314159@aol.com 


Species 
Trumpeter  Swan 

tt 

U 

Tundra  Swan 
Gadwall 

tt 

it 

Eurasian  Wigeon 

u 

Northern  Shoveler 

tt 

Northern  Pintail 
Green-winged  Teal 

tt 

Canvasback 
Redhead 
Greater  Scaup 

a 

tt 

Lesser  Scaup 
Harlequin  Duck 
Surf  Scoter 

White-winged  Scoter 

tt 

Black  Scoter 
Long-tailed  Duck 
Bufflehead 

Red-breasted  Merganser 
Ruddy  Duck 
Red-throated  Loon 
Horned  Grebe 
Double-crest.  Cormorant 

tt 

(i 

American  Bittern 
Least  Bittern 

tt 

tt 

tt 

Great  Blue  Heron 

a 

Great  Egret 


May 

Number 

1;  17 

1;  1 

9 

1 

23 

1 

28 

2 

1 

38 

23;  26 

1 3;  1 2 

24 

2;  1 

5 

1 

24 

1 

12;  30 

7;  1 

29 

2 

31 

1 

1;  29 

96;  2 

25 

1 

9-30;  31 

1 

11 

2 

9 

1 

10 

1 

11,  26L 

2,  1 

30 

2 

4;  16 

2  m 

18 

10 

24  L 

10 

20 

58 

20 

60 

24 

10 

20L 

1 

24  L 

11 

24 

2 

24 

18 

12;  30 

52;  16 

20 

1 

28;  30 

1;  1 

17 

612 

20 

340 

24 

1100 

2 

1 

7F,  23 

1 

14 

2 

20 

1 

29 

1 

14 

302 

17 

91 

3 

94+  54  n 

7 

24  +  14  n 

14 

25 

25 

22 

Location 

Lewiston 

Canadaway  Creek  WMA 
Iroquois  NWR 
Stromness  (Ont) 

Iroquois  NWR 
Batavia  WWTP 
Beaver  I.  SP 
Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 
Batavia  WWTP 
Iroquois  NWR 
Allegany  SP 
Iroquois  NWR 
Batavia  WWTP 
Allegany  SP 
Batavia  WWTP 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Buckhorn  I.  SP 
Batavia  WWTP 
Batavia  WWTP 
Port  Weller  (Ont) 
Allegany  SP 
Wilson 

Four  Mile  Creek  SP 
Port  Weller  (Ont) 

Wilson 

Four  Mile  Creek  SP 
Wilson 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 
Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 
Batavia  WWTP 
Four  Mile  Creek  SP 
Batavia  WWTP 
Motor  I. 

Buckhorn  I.  SP 
Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Tifft  NP 
Tifft  NP 

Tonawanda  WMA 
Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Iroquois  NWR 
Iroquois  NWR 
Motor  I. 

Motor  I. 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 
Iroquois  NWR 
Tonawanda  WMA 


Observer(s) 

D’Anna,  Potter;  Chilton 
Schweigert 
Happ,  Barth 
D’Anna,  Potter 
Morien 

Watson;  Guthrie 
Humann;  Hess 
Humann 
Watson 

Watson;  Guthrie 

Morien 

Morien 

Morien 

Beattie 

Baird;  J&K  Landau,  Thomas 
Guthrie 

Watson,  Pawlicki 
Hess 
Guthrie 
Morien 

Kaethler;  Roy,  Ahara 

Baird 

D’Anna 

D’Anna 

Jacklin,  Sebum,  Goodridge 

D’Anna 

D’Anna 

D’Anna 

Watson 

Watson 

Fox;  Morien 

D’Anna 

Mitchell;  Morien 

Watson 

Watson 

Watson 

Rose 

Sharon 

D’Anna  et  al 

Morien 

Morien  et  al 

Morien 

Watson 

Watson 

Watson 

Morien 

Watson 
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Specie? 

May 

Number 

Location 

Observers) 

Snowy  Egret 

24 

2 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Hess,  Galas  et  al 

Black-cr.  Night-Heron 

7 

165  +  55  n 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Watson 

Glossv  Ibis 

6  -  13 

1 

Pomfret 

D’Anna,  Watson,  VerHague 

Black  Vulture 

7 

1 

UB  North  Campus 

Rising 

Turkey  Vulture 

1,3 

189,  167 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell  et  al 

u 

3,  20 

207,  168 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Watson 

Osprey 

1,  10 

6,  18 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell  et  al 

a 

3;  10 

5;  5 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Watson;  Watson  et  al 

If 

7 

2  ad  +  n 

Wheatfield 

Watson 

u 

25 

lad+lyg+n 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

ic 

25 

5  ad  +  5  n 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

Bald  Eagle 

2 

6 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Landau  et  al 

it 

3,4 

10,  9 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell  et  al 

ic 

7 

lad+lyg 

Strawberry  1. 

Watson 

Northern  Harrier 

10 

10 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell  et  al 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

1,2 

14,  16 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Landau  et  al 

ic 

1,3 

35,  51 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell  et  al 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

3;  9 

5;  5 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Watson;  Landau  et  al 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

1,2 

149,  146 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell  et  al 

u 

3,  20 

201,  83 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Watson 

ic 

31 

2 

Lancaster 

Morgante 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

3 

17 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell  et  al 

it 

3,  20 

21,  33 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Watson 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

10 

1 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Watson  et  al 

Virginia  Rail 

5 

4 

Tifft  NP 

Yoerg,  Salembier 

if 

13 

1 

Reinstein  Woods  NP 

Klick 

Sora 

2 

1 

Watts  Flats  WMA 

Berry 

it 

2 

1 

Tifft  NP 

D’Anna 

Common  Gallinule 

IF 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

ii 

IF 

1 

Pomfret 

Antos 

Sandhill  Crane 

2 

2 

Watts  Flats  WMA 

Berry 

ii 

2 

2 

Buffalo 

Humann 

if 

4 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien  et  al 

ii 

9 

6 

Oakfield 

Darker 

ii 

10 

4 

Hamburg  Hawkwatch 

Watson 

Black-bellied  Plover 

1;  10 

2;  4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Beattie,  Dart;  Mitchell 

ii 

11 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie 

ii 

12 

1 

Somerset 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Semipalmated  Plover 

IF;  23,  27 

1;  70,  100 

Iroquois  NWR 

Andersen;  Morien 

ii 

14 

2 

Jamestown 

Berry 

Pipina  Plover 

11 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Pawlicki,  D’Anna  et  al 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

21 L 

2 

Sherman 

Berry 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

1;  28L 

265;  1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien;  Mitchell 

Willet 

4F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Potter,  Morien,  D’Anna 

it 

14 

1 

Jamestown 

Berry 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

15 

100 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Upland  Sandpiper 

3 

1 

Tillman  Road  WMA 

Mitchell 

ii 

6 

1 

Sheldon 

Kerr 

it 

25 

3 

Cheektowaga 

Thomas 

Whimbrel 

9F 

1 

Erie  Basin  Marina 

Watson 

ii 

22 

18 

Newstead 

Stillman 

if 

22 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Hess,  Mitchell  et  al 

ii 

23 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Mitchell 

it 

23 

134 

Morgans  Point  (Ont) 

B&J  Farnan,  Roy 

if 

24;  27 

20;  1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

D’Anna;  Yoerg 

if 

24 

14 

Long  Beach  CA  (Ont) 

Watson 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

11 F;  28 

2;  6 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie;  Mitchell 

ii 

14 

3 

Wilson 

D’Anna,  Potter 

ii 

27 

34 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

ii 

27 

27 

Burnaby  (Ont) 

Roy 

Sanderling 

26 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Klick,  Pawlicki 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

9F;  26 

1;  75 

Iroquois  NWR 

Potter,  D’Anna;  Guthrie 

ii 

24 

24 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Watson 
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Species 

Mav 

Number 

Location 

Qbserver(§j 

Least  Sandpiper 

1;  14 

45;  300 

Iroquois  NWR 

Beattie;  D’Anna  et  al 

(C 

12 

94 

Yates 

D’Anna,  Potter 

u 

12 

30 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

it 

14 

40 

Jamestown 

Berry 

White-rumped  Sandpiper 

18F;  24 

6;  3 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Yoerg;  Watson 

u 

23 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

a 

24 

1 

Rock  Point  PP 

Watson 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

1;  10 

49;  10 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien;  Beattie 

Dunlin 

15;  26 

150;  350 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien;  Klick,  Pawlicki 

a 

18,  27 

72,  434 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

a 

24 

41 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

23 

6;  5 

Iroquois  NWR 

Pawlicki,  Watson  et  al 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 

14F;  23 

1;  3 

Iroquois  NWR 

D’Anna;  Pawlicki  et  al 

a 

18 

9 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

a 

22 

1 

Newstead 

Stillman 

a 

24 

4 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Pawlicki 

u 

28L 

2 

Morgans  Point  (Ont) 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Wilson’s  Phalarope 

14F,  22;  24 

1. 1;  i 

Iroquois  NWR 

Potter  et  al;  Mitchell 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

16 

4 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

a 

24 

80 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

a 

31 

85 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Pawlicki 

Little  Gull 

1 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Pawlicki 

a 

29 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Lauahina  Gull 

9 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Pawlicki,  Watson,  VerHague 

a 

9 

1 

Times  Beach  NP 

Klick 

Iceland  Gull 

14 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

24 

5 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Pawlicki 

a 

25 

1 

Point  Breeze 

Griffith 

Glaucous  Gull 

i;  2L 

3;  1 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Mitchell,  Pawlicki;  D’Anna 

Caspian  Tern 

9;  13 

37;  30 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Salembier;  Goetz 

a 

14 

21 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Watson 

Black  Tern 

11;  12;  28 

2;  3;  1 

Batavia  WWTP 

D’Anna;  Watson;  Mitchell 

a 

14 

1 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Watson,  Pawlicki 

Common  Tern 

11 

9 

Batavia  WWTP 

Pawlicki,  D’Anna  et  al 

Forster’s  Tern 

14,  22 

1,  1 

Wilson 

D’Anna,  Potter 

a 

15 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

a 

21 

3 

North  Tonawanda 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

a 

31 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Pawlicki 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

14F 

1 

Alden 

Young 

Black-billed  Cuckoo 

10F 

1 

Medina 

Morien 

a 

14 

1 

Alden 

Young 

Common  Nighthawk 

4F 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Zammit 

a 

17 

2 

Williamsville 

Salembier 

a 

17 

1 

Watts  Flats  WMA 

Berry 

a 

17 

4 

Allegany  SP 

Lenz 

u 

21 

2 

Wilson-Tusc.  SP 

D’Anna,  Potter 

a 

29 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

a 

30 

1 

Marilla 

Holmes 

Eastern  Whip-poor-will 

16 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  SP 

D’Anna  et  al 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

4 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Hayes 

a 

4;  18 

3;  6 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Jacklin,  BonEnfant;  Yoerg 

a 

5;  8 

1;  2 

Emery  Park 

Hollister;  Holmes 

a 

8 

4 

Point  Gratiot 

Berry 

a 

8 

2 

Como  Park 

Mitchell 

a 

9 

1 

Evangola  SP 

Salembier 

a 

10 

1 

Times  Beach  NP 

Klick 

a 

12 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

D’Anna,  Potter 

American  Kestrel 

1 

12 

Ripley  Hawkwatch 

Randell  et  al 

Merlin 

4 

2 

Buffalo 

Yoerg 

a 

5 

2  +  n 

Portville 

Baird 

a 

13 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Mitchell 

a 

18 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Baird 

a 

18 

1 

Aurora 

Holmes 

a 

26 

1 

Oakfield 

Guthrie 
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Species 

Mav 

Number 

Location 

Qbserver(s) 

Peregrine  Falcon 

16 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Yoerg,  Salembier 

20 

1 

South  Grand  1.  bridge 

Watson 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher 

15F 

1 

Conewango 

Leenders 

a 

16 

1 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon 

Eastern  Wood-Pewee 

9F 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Humann 

u 

15 

1 

Wilson 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher 

22 

1 

Port  Weller  (Ont) 

Jacklin,  Goodridge 

K 

22 

1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

U 

29 

2 

TifftNP 

Mitchell 

il 

29 

2 

Wilson 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

25 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Salembier 

u 

31 

1 

Middlebury 

Beattie 

u 

31 

3 

Allegany  SP 

Potter  et  al 

Alder  Flycatcher 

16F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Rathbun 

Willow  Flycatcher 

14F 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Salembier 

u 

15 

1 

Aurora 

Holmes 

Least  Flycatcher 

1 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  SP 

Potter 

a 

1 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Mitchell,  Pawlicki 

a 

1 

2 

Beavr  1.  SP 

Sharon 

Great  Crested  Flycatcher 

IF 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

a 

4 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Watson,  Pawlicki 

Yellow-throated  Vireo 

2F 

1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

a 

3 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Humann 

Warbling  Vireo 

1 

1 

Williamsville 

Salembier 

a 

1 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Beattie  et  al 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

6F 

1 

Alexander 

Beattie,  Dart 

a 

10 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier,  Hollister 

a 

11,  20,  22 

1,  1,2 

Wilson-Tusc.  SP 

D’Anna  et  al 

a 

29 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Mitchell 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

2F 

1 

Goat  1. 

Price 

a 

3 

1 

Wilson 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Common  Raven 

1 

2 

North  Buffalo 

Gordon 

a 

4 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Humann 

a 

28;  31 

1;  i 

Tonawanda 

Suggs;  M&S  Galas 

a 

29 

1 

Watts  Flats  WMA 

Berry 

Purple  Martin 

3 

30 

Bethany 

Beattie 

Tree  Swallow 

24 

700 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

Northern  Rough-w.  Swallow 

24 

300 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

Bank  Swallow 

11,  25 

50,  50 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie 

Cliff  Swallow 

7 

14 

Wheatfield 

Watson 

a 

7 

18 

North  Tonawanda 

Watson 

a 

27 

18ad  + 16n 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson 

Barn  Swallow 

24 

900 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

Veery 

1;  3 

1;  1 

Tifft  NP 

Mitchell,  Pawlicki;  Sharon 

Grav-cheeked  Thrush 

29 

2 

Tonawanda  (flyover) 

Hess 

a 

31 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Barth  et  al 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

6F 

1 

Alexander 

Beattie,  Dart 

a 

10 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier,  Pawlicki 

a 

10;  29 

2;  2 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Yoerg 

a 

29 

12 

Tonawanda  (flyover) 

Hess 

Wood  Thrush 

1 

1 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon 

a 

1 

1 

Newstead 

Coniglio 

American  Pipit 

9 

40 

Evangola  SP 

Klick 

a 

21 

5 

Sherman 

Berry 

a 

22  L 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Morien 

Ovenbird 

3 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Sharon 

Louisiana  Waterthrush 

1 

2 

Emery  Park 

Hollister 

Northern  Waterthrush 

1 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Golden-winged  Warbler 

3F 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Salembier  et  al 

a 

3F 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

L&R  Goodridge 

a 

8;  11 

1;  1 

Amherst  SP 

McIntyre,  Salembier;  Praefke 

a 

11 

1 

Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

D’Anna  et  al 

a 

12 

1 

Wilson 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

IF 

1 

Jamestown 

Leenders 
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Species 

Mav 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

M 

2 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Baird 

it 

2 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Ziemba 

li 

2 

1 

R  T  Peterson  Institute 

Leenders 

★ 

“Lawrence’s”  Warbler 

11,  23,  29 

1 

Beaver  Meadow  Aud. 

Kerr 

k 

Tennessee  Warbler 

7F 

1 

Wilson 

Potter,  D’Anna 

u 

8 

1 

Aurora 

Holmes 

it 

8 

1 

Grand  1. 

Thomas 

u 

29 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Mitchell,  Salembier 

u 

29 

1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

13 

1 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon 

u 

14 

1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

u 

14;  18 

1;  i 

Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

D’Anna,  Potter;  Morien  et  al 

it 

16 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Salembier,  Yoerg 

it 

17 

1 

Alden 

Mitchell 

Nashville  Warbler 

3 

ii 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Salembier 

k 

Connecticut  Warbler 

21 F 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna,  Hollister  et  al 

k 

Mourning  Warbler 

15F,  16 

i,  i 

Lancaster 

Morgante 

k 

Kentucky  Warbler 

16 

1  fern 

Waverly  Beach  (Ont) 

Jacklin 

Common  Yellowthroat 

2 

1 

Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

Potter 

Hooded  Warbler 

2;  5 

1;  1 

Tifft  NP 

Sharon;  Yoerg 

k 

American  Redstart 

3F 

1 

Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

Potter,  D’Anna 

u 

3F;  4 

1;  1 

Tifft  NP 

Sharon;  Humann 

Cape  May  Warbler 

3,  15 

1,  5 

Tifft  NP 

Sharon 

k 

Cerulean  Warbler 

7F 

1 

Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

Potter,  D’Anna 

u 

7F 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Callaghan 

Northern  Parula 

2;  3 

1;  1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Callaghan;  Salembier 

k 

Magnolia  Warbler 

2F 

3 

Reinstein  Woods  NP 

Watson 

M 

3 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Sharon;  Salembier 

k 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

4F 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Rose 

K 

11 

2 

Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

Potter,  D’Anna 

(1 

21 

4 

Wilson 

Morien  et  al 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

2 

1 

Tifft  NP 

D’Anna 

u 

2 

1 

Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

Potter 

k 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

IF 

1 

Clay  Pond  WMA 

Leenders 

u 

2 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Baird 

it 

2 

1 

R  T  Peterson  Institute 

Leenders 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

8 

1 

Buffalo 

Fell 

u 

17 

1 

Wilson 

Potter 

M 

17 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

il 

29 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Mitchell 

k 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

IF 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Andersen 

(i 

2 

1 

Wilson 

Potter 

ii 

2 

1 

Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

Potter 

il 

2 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Humann 

Palm  Warbler 

1 

19 

Olcott 

Watson 

21 L 

1 

Wilson 

Morien  et  al 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

2 

42 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Yellow-throated  Warbler 

9 

1 

Evangola  SP 

Salembier 

k 

Prairie  Warbler 

3F 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Rothman,  Salembier 

it 

15 

1 

Port  Weller  (Ont) 

Ahara,  Roy 

it 

15 

1 

Ashford 

J.  Rosenburg 

k 

Canada  Warbler 

12F 

2 

Watts  Flats  WMA 

Berry 

ii 

16 

1 

Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

D’Anna  et  al 

ii 

16;  29 

1;  1 

Tifft  NP 

Sharon;  Mitchell 

k 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

4F 

1 

Port  Weller  (Ont) 

Highcock 

ii 

8 

1 

Como  Lake  CP 

Mitchell 

a 

29 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Mitchell 

k 

Yellow-breasted  Chat 

31 

1 

Middlebury 

Beattie  et  al 

American  Tree  Sparrow 

6,  8L 

1 

Marilla 

Holmes 

k 

Clay-colored  Sparrow 

27;  31 

4;  1 

Olcott 

D’Anna  et  al;  Hollister 

k 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

5F 

1 

Tillman  Road  WMA 

Fell 

it 

6 

1 

Sheldon 

Kerr 

ii 

29 

3 

John  White  WMA 

Lawrence 

k 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

IF 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  SP 

D’Anna,  Potter 
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Species 

Mav 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

U 

29L 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Mitchell 

White-throated  Sparrow 

30 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

23L 

1 

Portland 

Hardenburg 

Summer  Tanaaer 

5 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Mitchell,  Watson  et  al  (BOS) 

Scarlet  Tanager 

4 

1 

Tifft  NP 

D’Anna,  Potter 

M 

11 

1 

North  Harmony 

Berry 

Indigo  Bunting 

11 

1 

Colden 

J  Landau 

If 

11 

1 

E.  Amherst  (f) 

Morgante 

Bobolink 

1 

1 

Newfane 

D’Anna,  Potter 

u 

1 

1 

Waterport 

Klotzbach 

Rusty  Blackbird 

10 

1 

Lancaster 

Morgante 

Orchard  Oriole 

4 

1 

Jamestown  Audubon 

Leenders 

<( 

6-9 

1 

Pomfret 

Potter,  Pawlicki  et  al 

M 

14 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Salembier 

If 

14,  15,  18 

1,  1,  1 

Wilson 

D’Anna  et  al 

If 

16 

2 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 

Holmes 

U 

27;  31 

3;  2 

Olcott 

D’Anna  et  al;  Hollister 

it 

30 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Baird 

White-winged  Crossbill 

27-29 

1 

Westfield  (f) 

Hentz 

Common  Redpoll 

1,  3,  9L 

1 

East  Amherst  (f) 

Morgante 

Pine  Siskin 

11 

25 

Orchard  Park(f) 

Zebehazy 

u 

14-17 

18 

Eden(f) 

Andrle 

ii 

15,  20 

30,  20 

Fredonia 

Goetz 

ii 

26,  30 

80,  2 

Wilson  (f) 

D’Anna,  Potter 

ii 

28 

44 

Forestville 

VerHague 

Evening  Grosbeak 

10,  12 

1 

Carlton 

Swonka 

ii 

17 

1 

Silver  Creek 

O’Connell 

Species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year:  225 

New  species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  recorded  this  month  (including  Mayl  Count):  54 

Total  for  the  year  (to  date)  2013:  279 

Statisticians’  Note:  If  any  observer  wishes  to  know  the  status  of  their  verification  report,  please  contact  the  Statisticians 
and  we  will  give  them  the  reasons  for  our  decision.  Please  advise  us  of  any  errors  in  the  Noteworthy  Records. 
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Report  of  the  2013  Annual  B.O.S.  May  Bird  Count 


Date:  May  19,  2013 


Compiler:  Robert  L.  DeLeon 


Weather  Synopsis* 

The  day  of  the  count  was,  for  the  most  part,  partly  cloudy  to  mostly  cloudy  and  seasonably  warm.  A  weak  warm  front  moved  northward 
through  the  count  area  during  the  late  afternoon  and  evening  causing  temperatures  to  rise  to  nearly  80  degrees  before  dusk. 

Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport 

Sunrise:  5:49  AM  EDT  Sunset:  8:36  PM  EDT 


TIME 

WEATHER 

TEMP 

DEW  PT 

PRESSURE 

DIRAVIND  REMARKS 

12:00  am 

Mostly  Cloudy 

60°F 

45°F 

1019.7  mb 

E8 

3:00  am 

Cloudy 

61 

52 

1018.9 

SE6 

6:00  am 

Partly  Cloudy 

60 

53 

1019.0 

SE6 

9:00  am 

Mostly  Cloudy 

64 

56 

1020.0 

S9 

12:00  pm 

Partly  Cloudy 

73 

57 

1018.4 

Var6 

3:00  pm 

Partly  Cloudy 

79 

58 

1016.1 

Calm 

6:00  pm 

Mostly  Cloudy 

80 

60 

1015.0 

N8  Warm  front  passage 

9:00  pm 

Mostly  Cloudy 

74 

61 

1015.1 

S8 

12:00  am 

Mostly  Cloudy 

67 

58 

1015.9 

S9 

*  Weather  information  provided  by  Terry  Yonker 


Compilation:  The  following  is  a  list  of  species  recorded  on  the  count  together  with  the  number  of  individuals  tabulated.  Bold  face  names 
indicate  species  for  which  acceptable  written  verification  forms  were  received.  F  represents  first  and  L  last  dates  for  the  spring  migration. 


*  first  date  for  the  year.  Where  a  species  was 

recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections,  the  section  numbers  are  given 

in  parentheses. 

Geese-Herons 

Canada  Goose 

4093 

Common  Merganser 

43 

Mute  Swan 

10 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

187 

Wood  Duck 

203 

Ruddy  Duck 

16 

(1,4,13) 

Gadwall 

22 

(13,20) 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

15 

American  Black  Duck 

3 

(7,20) 

Ruffed  Grouse 

14 

Mallard 

545 

Wild  Turkey 

110 

Blue-winged  Teal 

6 

(7,10) 

Red-throated  Loon 

18 

(2,4) 

Northern  Shoveler 

2 

(4) 

Common  Loon 

32 

Green-winged  Teal 

2 

(7) 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

24 

Canvasback 

2 

(15,24) 

Homed  Grebe 

2 

(19,21) 

Ring-necked  Duck 

1 

(13) 

American  White  Pelican 

2 

(9) 

Greater  Scaup 

4 

(9) 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

3895 

Lesser  Scaup 

6 

(9,13) 

American  Bittern 

2 

(5) 

Surf  Scoter 

5 

(4) 

Great  Blue  Heron 

413 

White-winged  Scoter 

184 

(4) 

Great  Egret 

70 

Long-tailed  Duck 

224 

(2,4) 

Green  Heron 

57 

Bufflehead 

5 

(2,10,20) 

Black-crowned  Night-Heron 

36 

Hooded  Merganser 

21 

V  ultures-Cranes 

Turkey  Vulture 

832 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

193 

Osprey 

41 

American  Kestrel 

63 

Bald  Eagle 

36 

Merlin 

2 

(21) 

Northern  Harrier 

11 

Peregrine  Falcon 

8 

(2,7,11) 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

20 

Virginia  Rail 

3 

(2,23) 

Cooper's  Hawk 

12 

Sora 

6 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

19 

Common  Gallinule 

6 

(5,10,20) 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

68 

American  Coot 

18 

Rough-legged  Hawk  L 

3 

(16,20) 

Sandhill  Crane 

2 

(22) 

64 


Plovers  -  Terns 

Black-bellied  Plover 

7  (2,6,7) 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

2  (4,12) 

Semipalmated  Plover 

57 

American  Woodcock 

20 

Killdeer 

387 

Unspecified  shorebirds 

5 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

3  (4,6) 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

579 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

22  (4,5,6) 

Ring-billed  Gull 

6295 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

6 

Herring  Gull 

445 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

97 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

4  (4) 

Upland  Sandpiper 

2  (2,10) 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

75 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

8  (6,16) 

Iceland  Gull 

1  (4) 

Least  Sandpiper 

122 

Unspecified  gulls 

72 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

L  2  (1) 

Caspian  Tem 

143 

Dunlin 

315 

Common  Tem 

302 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 

30  (6) 

Black  Tem 

3  (10) 

Pigeons-Swallows 

Rock  Pigeon 

736 

Willow  Flycatcher 

114 

Mourning  Dove 

1380 

Least  Flycatcher 

45 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

8 

Unspecified  Empidonax 

7 

Black-billed  Cuckoo 

26 

Eastern  Phoebe 

250 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

9 

Great-crested  Flycatcher 

235 

Great  Homed  Owl 

4 

Eastern  Kingbird 

338 

Barred  Owl 

7 

White-eyed  Vireo 

*  1  (13) 

Common  Nighthawk 

9  (13,14) 

Yellow-throated  Vireo 

14 

Chimney  Swift 

177 

Blue-headed  Vireo 

55 

Ruby-throated  Hummingbird 

156 

Warbling  Vireo 

434 

Belted  Kingfisher 

80 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

15 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

23 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

467 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

302 

Blue  Jay 

918 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

93 

American  Crow 

1509 

Downy  Woodpecker 

192 

Common  Raven 

24 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

87 

Homed  Lark 

50 

Northern  Flicker 

239 

Purple  Martin 

461 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

43 

Tree  Swallow 

1069 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher 

2  (11,24) 

Bank  Swallow 

190 

Eastern  Wood  Pewee 

149 

N.  Rough-winged  Swallow 

217 

Yellow-belied  Flycatcher 

*F  4  (4,13) 

Cliff  Swallow 

151 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

*F  7 

Bam  Swallow 

1392 

Alder  Flycatcher 

18 

Tits-Waxwings 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

765 

Veery 

114 

Tufted  Titmouse 

125 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

*F  2  (2,4) 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

66 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

25 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

141 

Hermit  Thrush 

17 

Brown  Creeper 

17 

Wood  Thrush 

336 

Carolina  Wren 

41 

American  Robin 

4899 

House  Wren 

491 

Gray  Catbird 

1199 

Winter  Wren 

9 

Northern  Mockingbird 

46 

Marsh  Wren 

6 

Brown  Thrasher 

87 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

13 

European  Starling 

5919 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

25 

American  Pipit 

9  (4) 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 

30 

Cedar  Waxwing 

104 

Eastern  Bluebird 

334 

Warblers 

Blue-winged  Warbler 
Golden-winged  Warbler 
Tennessee  Warbler 
Orange-crowned  Warbler 


102 

3 

143 

5 


(4,20) 


Prairie  Warbler 
Palm  Warbler 
Bay-breasted  Warbler 
Blackpoll  Warbler 


24 

15 

42 

84 
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Nashville  Warbler 

40 

Cerulean  Warbler 

8 

Northern  Parula 

17 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

30 

Yellow  Warbler 

1903 

American  Redstart 

385 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

200 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

1 

(14) 

Magnolia  Warbler 

152 

Ovenbird 

201 

Cape  May  Warbler 

5 

(4,6) 

Northern  Waterthrush 

30 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

33 

Louisiana  Waterthrush 

2 

(13,24) 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

223 

Mourning  Warbler 

13 

Black-throated  Green  Warbler 

85 

Common  Yellowthroat 

950 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

81 

Hooded  Warbler 

120 

Yellow-throated  Warbler 

1 

(24) 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

20 

Pine  Warbler 

22 

Canada  Warbler 

15 

Tanagers  -  House  Sparrows 

Scarlet  Tanager 

137 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

421 

Eastern  Towhee 

247 

Indigo  Bunting 

122 

American  Tree  Sparrow 

2 

(13) 

Bobolink 

1045 

Chipping  Sparrow 

827 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

5671 

Field  Sparrow 

169 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

127 

Vesper  Sparrow 

2 

(4) 

Rusty  Blackbird 

L  34 

(21,27,28) 

Savannah  Sparrow 

265 

Common  Grackle 

2380 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

10 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

779 

Song  Sparrow 

1557 

Orchard  Oriole 

12 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

6 

(3,4,20) 

Baltimore  Oriole 

1024 

Swamp  Sparrow 

127 

Purple  Finch 

119 

White-throated  Sparrow 

87 

House  Finch 

223 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

205 

Pine  Siskin 

108 

Unspecified  sparrows 

16 

American  Goldfinch 

1575 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

202 

House  Sparrow 

1682 

Northern  Cardinal 

755 

SUMMARY  INFORMATION:  Total  species  observed:  208  (above  average) 

Total  individual  birds  observed:  72,053  (below  average) 
Number  of  observers:  207 


COMMENTS:  The  2013  May  count  was  good  with  a  number  of  species  observed  that  were  missed  last  year  and  a  large  number  of 

species  observed  in  record  numbers.  In  spite  of  this,  the  total  count  of  birds  was  below  average,  as  it  has  been  for  the 
last  three  years. 

HIGH  COUNTS  FOR  2013  (COMPARED  TO  1968-2013) 

The  following  species  recorded  a  high  count  in  2013  which  was  2  standard  deviations  above  their  average  count  for 
1965-2012:  Red-throated  Loon  (18,  highest),  Double-crested  Cormorant  (3895,  second  highest),  Great  Egret  (70, 
second  highest),  Turkey  Vulture  (842  second  highest),  Osprey  (41,  highest),  Bald  Eagle  (36),  Red-belied  Woodpecker 
(302,  highest).  Yellow-belied  Sapsucker  (93,  second  highest),  Pileated  Woodpecker  (43,  second  highest),  Acadian 
Flycatcher  (7,  highest),  Willow  Flycatcher  (1 14,  highest),  Warbling  Vireo  (434,  highest),  Common  Raven  (24,  second 
highest),  Pine  Warbler  (22,  highest),  Carolina  Wren  (41,  highest).  Eastern  Bluebird  (334,  highest),  Northern 
Mockingbird  (46,  second  highest),  Pine  Warbler(22,  second  highest),  Prairie  Warbler  (24,  highest)  and  American 
Redstart  (385). 

LOW  COUNTS  FOR  2013  (COMPARED  TO  1968-2013) 

The  following  species  recorded  their  lowest  count  in  the  modem  period  of  1965-2013:  Bam  Swallow  (1392). 

NOTABLE  SPECIES  MISSING  FROM  THE  COUNT  FOR  2013 

The  following  species  were  missing  from  the  2013  count.  The  number  of  years  recorded  in  the  1965-2013  period  and 
the  average  count  during  that  time-span  is  also  shown:  American  Wigeon  (47/49  years,  16)  and  Ruddy  Turnstone  (46/49 
years,  28). 

NOTABLE  RARE  SIGHTINGS  WITH  VERIFICATION  REPORTS  FOR  2013 
American  White  Pelican  (2)  (Mike  Galas). 

NOTABLE  RARE  SIGHTINGS  NOT  REQUIRING  A  VERIFICATION  REPORT  FOR  2013 
Yellow-throated  Warbler,  Lesser  Black-backed  g^ll  and  Iceland  Gull. 


OBSERVERS  (Section  compilers  are  printed  in  bold  face.): 

Section  1:  David  Cooper,  Lynne  Landon,  Julie  Tedesco,  Terry  Yonker 

Section  2:  Brian  Ahara,  Manley  Baarda,  John  Black,  Philip  Downey,  Jean  Hampson,  Bob  Highcock,  Carol  Horvat,  Sarah  Lake,  Kayo  Roy,  Dan 
Salisbury,  Maggie  Smiley,  John  Stevens,  Katherine  Stoltz 

Section  3:  Willie  D’Anna,  Patti  Fischer,  David  Gordon,  Nina  Greene,  Orville  Greener,  Tom  Kerr,  David  Muller,  Betsy  Potter,  John  Welte,  Martha 
Welte,  Anita  Wierzber 

Section  4:  Julie  Eberhart,  Neal  Gordon,  Brendan  Klick,  Jim  Pawlicki,  Brian  Morse,  Holly  Sweeney,  Bill  Watson,  Andy  Guthrie 

Section  5:  Lynn  Batt,  Morgan  Jones,  Celeste  Morien,  Gwen  Morien 

Section  6:  Jerry  Chappie,  Nina  Chappie 
Section  7:  Joseph  Fell 

Section  8:  Jesse  Barraza,  Peter  BonEnfant,  Lynda  Goodridge,  Ron  Goodridge,  Marcie  Jacklin,  Jean  O’Neil,  Joyce  Sankey 

Section  9:  Dave  Friedrich,  Mike  Galas,  Sylvia  Galas,  Ron  Hacker,  Sue  Hacker,  Bemie  Kester,  Scott  Meier,  Debra  Milleville,  Susan  O'Donnell,  Tom 
O'Donnell,  Gerry  Rising 

Section  10:  Donna  V.  DeLeon,  Robert  L.  DeLeon,  Mike  Galas,  Karen  Lee  Lewis 

Section  11:  Aimee  Bella,  Debbie  Eldridge,  Barbara  Henderson,  Thomas  O'Donnell,  Danielle  Pecoraro,  Chuck  Rosenburg,  Richard  Salembier,  Peter 
Yoerg 

Section  12:  Joe  Carlo,  Mark  Cassel,  Paul  Fuhrmann,  Denise  Goulding,  Linda  Holmes,  Mike  Morgante,  Sarah  Piecuch,  Mike  Zebehazy,  Wendy 
Zebehazy 

Section  13:  Doug  Beattie,  Sara  Chase,  Elaine  Dart,  Julia  Garver,  Tad  Gerace,  Jack  Hartwig,  Bill  Kistner,  Jodi  Laird,  Nancy  Lewin,  Jane  Mason,  Marc 
Mason.  Max  Mason,  Jim  Ochterski,  Jane  Schmieder,  Paula  Stone,  Ginny  Tiede,  John  Volpe,  Mary  Volpe 

Section  14:  Robert  Andrle,  Ken  Brandes,  Caroline  Goff,  Tim  Goff,  Fred  Harrington,  Glena  Leous,  Patty  Madigan,  Rachael  Nees,  Sandy  Radigan,  Sue 
Saunders,  Nancy  Vigyikan,  Paul  Vigyikan 

Section  15:  Marcy  Brimo,  Eli  Coleman,  Seaghan  Coleman,  Edward  Ratajczak,  Sally  Uzunov 
Section  16:  Thomas  Connare,  Audrey  Horbett,  George  Phillips,  Francis  Rew 
Section  17:  Joe  Mitchell,  Bert  Schweigert 

Section  18:  Sue  Barth,  Bruce  Chilton,  Jim  Landau,  Karen  Landau,  Jim  Wojewodzki 

Section  19:  Helen  Allshouse,  Ron  Anderson,  Ida  Case,  Carolyn  Closser,  James  Fegley,  Sam  Girod,  Eli  Knapp,  Geralg  Me  Glynn,  John  Miller,  Levi 

Miller,  Marsha  Miller,  Rubin  Miller,  Virginia  Norton,  Sean  Phelan,  Michael  Raybuck,  Teresa  Rork,  Carol  Stonemetz,  Jean  Wilson,  Larry 
Wilson 

Section  20:  Claudia  Ansell,  Bill  Baker,  David  Bryant,  Lucy  Bryant,  Chris  Budniewski,  Ray  Budniewski,  Amy  Choboy,  Paul  Farver,  Joanne  Goetz,  Tom 
Goetz,  Joe  Gula,  Carol  Hardenburg,  Judy  Mosher  ,  Terry  Mosher,  Marilyn  O’Connell,  Tom  O’Connell,  Bob  Peterson,  Pamela  Rossotta, 
Beverly  Ruska,  John  Ruska,  Jeannie  Smith,  Gale  VerHaguet 
Section  21:  Ranjit  Laha,  Sue  Lawton,  Linda  O'Brien,  Bill  Seleen,  Linda  Seleen,  Tom  Simmons,  Bob  Sundell 
Section  22:  Jim  Berry,  Seth  Berry,  NancynKarp,  Ranjit  Laha,  Susan  Lawton,  Linda  O’Brien,  Bob  Sundell 
Section  23:  Jim  Berry,  Seth  Berry,  Ranjit  Laha,  Ruth  Lundin,  Bob  Sundell 
Section  24:  Tim  Baird 

Section  25:  Tim  Baird,  Mike  Ermer,  Jim  Pomeroy,  Jeff  Reed,  James  VanScoy,  Regina  VanScoy 
Section  26:  Russell  Allen,  David  Cross,  Denton  Willett 

Section  27:  Russell  Allen,  Jackie  Merrick,  Dan  Ramsey,  Evelyn  Ramsey,  Nicole  Ramsey,  Wilma  Sanford 

Section  28:  Russell  Allen,  Dan  Babcock,  Betsy  Brooks,  Diane  Converso,  Gary  Cornell,  Luann  Cornell,  Geri  Hills,  Ralph  Hills,  Kathleen  MacDonald, 
Pete  MacDonald,  Ralph  Paterson,  Ann  Pipal,  J.  Robert  Pipal,  Ken  Reichman,  Ona  Reynolds,  Earnest  Rositzke,  Lynn  Rositzke,  Nancy 
Rouse,  Megan  Staffel,  Wilma  Taggart,  Tim  Timbrook,  Katie  Weiman,  Mary  Lou  Wells 


67 


www.BuffaloOrnitholoqicalSocietv.ora 


Fa!!  Calendar  &  Announcements 

Buffalo-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 

Bird  Hotline  1-877-698-3261  (if  busy  866-321-4255  or 
614-384-2335) 

Sept.7.  Saturday.  At  5:45  PM  the  Buffalo  Ornithological 
Society  and  the  New  York  State  Purple  Martin  Project  are 
leading  a  Purple  Martin  Fall  Roost  Site  field  trip.  The  event 
is  at  Buckhorn  Island  State  Park  on  Grand  Island  NY.  We  will 
meet  at  the  small  parking  lot  on  East-West  Park  Rd.  at  5:45 
PM.  (The  small  parking  lot  is  next  to  the  eastern  most  entrance 
to  the  park.)  A  non-strenuous  short  walk  on  a  well  traveled  path 
is  required.  Sunset  is  at  7:42  PM.  The  martins  typically 
congregate  in  large  numbers  at  this  site  just  before  going  to 
roost  in  the  reed  bed  in  the  Niagara  River.  Join  us  for  the 
exciting  experience  of  seeing  thousands  of  Purple  Martins 
having  their  last  drink  of  the  evening  from  the  mighty  Niagara 
River  before  "falling"  into  the  reed  bed. 

Sept.  11 :  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  at  Cummings  Room  of  the 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Members’  Night.  Bring  along 
your  favorite  stories,  disk,  or  slides  on  a  carousel  to  share  with 
the  other  members. 

Sept.  15:  Sunday.  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  for  fall  migrants. 
Leader:  Joe  Mitchell  - 

716-604-7701).  Meet  at  7:30  AM  in  the  Tifft  NP  parking  lot.  This 
is  a  half  day  trip. 

Oct.  13:  Sunday.  BOS  Annual  October  Count.  The  compiler  is 
Marcia  Jacklin;  mjacklin@brocku.ca  or  905-871-2577.  All  BOS 
members  are  expected  to  participate. 

Oct.  25:  Friday.  2013  Vaughan  Lecture.  Professor  Bridget 
Stutchbury  from  York  University  in  Toronto  will  present  her 
research  on  tracking  songbird  migration.  Bridget  Stutchbury  was 
born  in  Montreal  and  raised  in  Toronto.  She  completed  the 
Ph.D.  at  Yale  University  and  was  a  postdoctoral  fellow  at  the 
Smithsonian  Institution.  Since  the  1980s,  she  has  followed 
songbirds  to  their  wintering  grounds  in  Latin  America  and  back 
to  their  breeding  grounds  in  North  America  to  understand  their 
behavior,  ecology  and  conservation.  Her  latest  research  uses 
“geolocators”  to  track  the  amazing  migratory  journeys  of  Wood 
Thrushes,  Purple  Martins  and  Red-eyed  Vireos.  She  serves  on 
scientific  advisory  committees  for  World  Wildlife  Fund  Canada, 
Wildlife  Preservation  Canada,  and  Earth  Rangers.  She  is  also 
author  of  Silence  of  the  Songbirds  (2007  finalist  for  the 
Governor  General’s  Award)  and  more  recently  The  Private  Lives 
of  Birds  (2010). 


BOS  Hotline  Hints 

Mike  Galas 

The  Society  sponsors  a  rare  bird  alert  for  all  of  its  members.  I 
could  write  pages  of  explanations,  but  here  are  a  few  suggestions 
for  making  it  simple.  To  start,  you  don't  have  to  look  for  the 
number;  just  program  your  cell  phone  to  speed  dial  it.  The  number 
is  1-877-698-3261 .  Now  you  don’t  have  to  remember  it.  For 
example,  my  speed  dial  is  7.  I  hit  7  and  send;  this  connects  me  to 
the  service.  Once  connected,  just  follow  the  prompts.  You  will  be 
asked  to  enter  the  code  144238  1756.  This  is  necessary  to 
continue.  Another  HINT,  I  have  this  code  typed  in  under  the  one 
call  number  in  my  cell  just  in  case  I  forget  the  code.  Once  you've 
done  it  a  few  times,  you'll  probably  have  it  memorized  as  I  do  at 
this  point.  After  following  all  the  prompts,  the  only  other  information 
you  will  need  is:  send  it  to  group  02,  not  00.  Enter  02  when 
prompted.  You'll  finish  by  following  all  the  prompts  until  the  final 
prompt  states  your  call  is  complete.  At  that  point  you  will  have  just 
made  your  first  call;  it’s  that  simple.  PLEASE  NOTE,  this 
information  is  available  at  our  monthly  meeting  on  a  business 
card. 

Another  item  that  needs  to  be  pointed  out  is  the  following:  if 
you  receive  a  phone  call  from  693-4892,  that  is  not  the  hot  line.  It 
is  the  control  number  for  this  service  and  it's  my  home  number.  If 
you  want  to  hear  the  message  you  missed,  just  hit  your 
programmed  speed  dial.  You  will  hear  this  prompt:  “If  you  want 
your  latest  message  press  1 ."  By  pressing  1,  you  will  hear  the 
latest  message.  It's  that  simple  and  you  can  hear  it  as  many  times 
as  you  wish. 

My  cell  number  is  (716)  345-5419;  feel  free  to  call  me 
anytime.  I  will  gladly  put  your  information  on  the  hot  line,  if  you  do 
not  wish  or  cannot  do  it  yourself.  I  will  include  your  name  and  cell 
number  in  the  message.  You  can  call  or  email  me 
(mgalas@roadrunner.com)  any  time  with  questions.  I  will  do  my 
best  to  help  you.  This  is  a  great  communication  tool.  Once  a  call  is 
made,  it  goes  out  to  196  member  phones  within  minutes,  letting 
members  know  where  the  sighting  has  occurred. 

Please  remember,  if  you  change  your  number,  notify  us  so  I  can 
update  your  connection  to  one  call  and  Karen  can  update  your 
membership  information.  Thank  you  for  using  one  call.  Good  luck 
and  Happy  Birding! 
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THE  MONTH:  June 

Mike  DeSha 


The  National  Weather  Service  characterized  June  as 
“a  wet  month  with  several  heavy  rainfall  events.”  The 
average  temperature  of  65.7°F  was  0.6°F  below  the 
normal  for  the  month.  Temperatures  ran  close  to  normal 
throughout  the  month,  though  a  new  record  high 
minimum  of  72°F  on  the  24th  broke  the  old  record  of  70°F 
for  the  day  set  in  1923.  Rainfall  was  spread  throughout 
the  month.  Sixteen  days  featured  rain.  Most  of  the  rain 
developed  in  slow-moving  thunderstorms,  which 
combining  with  heavy  rainfall  brought  flooding  to  the 
region,  as  well  as  localized  flash  flooding.  There  were  a 
June-record-tying  six  days  with  a  half-inch  or  greater  total 
precipitation.  June’s  rainfall  total  was  7.16  inches,  (3.50 
inches  above  normal)  making  this  June  the  sixth-wettest 
June  on  record. 


As  might  be  expected  with  all  the  rain,  sunshine  was 
below  normal,  shining  only  57%  of  the  possible  time, 
seven  percentage  points  below  normal.  Five  days  had  no 
sunshine  at  all.  Winds  were  lighter  than  normal.  A  45 
MPH  gust  on  the  2nd  was  the  highest  recorded  for  the 
month.  Lake  Erie  continued  to  average  a  few  degrees 
above  normal,  rising  to  69°F  at  the  end  of  the  month. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  sightings  reported  this 
month  was  a  male  Blue  Grosbeak  in  its  first-alternate 
plumage  found  by  James  Holdsworth  on  June  3rd  off  of 
the  Niagara  Parkway  in  Chippawa,  Ontario.  He  heard  the 
bird  singing  from  old-field  habitat,  recognizing  its  song 
from  his  extensive  time  in  the  American  south  and 
southwest.  In  his  verification,  he  describes  the  song  as 
“fast,  lively  and  warbling  -  to  my  ear  very  like  Purple 
Finch,  and  a  bit  like  Orchard  Oriole,  although  a  bit 
sweeter  with  fewer  chattered  notes.”  He  described  it  as 
larger  than  an  Indigo  Bunting.  He  noted  that  the  bill  was 
massive  with  an  obvious  kink  along  the  cutting  edge.  The 
head,  upper  breast  and  mantle  were  mostly  deep  blue, 
with  some  admixture  of  brown/tan  feathers.  Its  wings 
were  mostly  brown  with  thick,  bright  rust  brown  wing  bars 
-  far  thicker  and  brighter  than  the  pale  rust  wing  bars 
shown  by  first  alternate  or  female  Indigo  Buntings. 
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Perhaps  equally 
important, 
especially  since 
the  species  had 
not  been  seen  in 


our  area  since  2006,  was  Kirk  Vanstrom’s  discovery  on 
the  8th  of  a  Henslow’s  Sparrow  at  Girts  Road  near  the 
Jamestown  Airport  in  the  Town  of  Ellicott,  Chautauqua 
County.  The  bird  remained  through  the  end  of  the  month 
and  was  seen  and  heard  on  the  19th  by  Bob  Sundell,  Kirk 
Vanstrom,  Willie  D’Anna  and  Betsy  Potter.  Joe  Mitchell 
saw  it  again  on  the  25th.  Willie  D’Anna  provided  a 
verification  based  largely  on  the  song,  which  he  noted 
was  repeatedly  given  as  the  bird  perched  on  grass  stalks 
in  a  regenerating  field. 

Kurt  Fox  identified  a  Trumpeter  Swan  at  Batavia’s 
Waste  Water  Treatment  Plant  on  the  18th.  Two  Tundra 
Swans  lingered  from  last  month  at  the  Mosaic  Ponds  in 
Dunville,  Ontario  and  were  seen  by  Bill  Watson  on  the 
21st.  The  date  is  a  week  later  than  the  June  14th  last  date 
for  the  species  in  the  current  Verification  Date  Guide. 

Kurt  Fox  spotted  an  Eared  Grebe  on  the  18th  at  the 
Batavia  Waste  Water  Treatment  Plant.  Joe  Mitchell  found 
and  photographed  the  breeding-plumaged  Eared  Grebe 
on  the  20th  at  the  same  location.  In  his  verification,  he 
described  it  as:  “Readily  apparent  as  a  breeding 
plumaged  Eared  Grebe.  Black  back,  neck,  and  head  with 
chestnut  flanks  above  the  water  line.  Fan-shaped,  yellow/ 
gold  feathering  beginning  at  the  eye  and  spreading  out 
toward  the  back  of  the  head.  Wispy  toward  back  edges 
and  giving  the  appearance  of  lying  on  a  base  color  of 
black,  as  opposed  to  the  solid  yellow,  neat  edged  band  of 
a  Horned  Grebe.  Bright  red  eye.  Steeper  forehead 
following  an  even  curvature  to  a  peaked  rear  crown.  More 
sharply  pointed  bill,  along  with  the  head  shape,  gives  a 


Eared  Grebe  photographed  by  Joseph  Mitchell  at  Batavia 
WWTP  on  June  20th. 


distinct  look.”  A 
nearby  Horned  Grebe 
provided  a  ready 
comparison  of  the 
plumage  of  each 
species.  Celeste 
Morien  also  saw  the 
bird  on  the  same  day. 

Bob  Highcock  and 
Jean  Hampson  found 
a  White  Pelican  early 
in  the  afternoon  on 
June  22nd  in  the  Port 
Colborne  harbor  off 
H.  H.  Knoll  Park.  At 
1:30PM  Jean  and 
Blayne  Farnan 
independently  located 
this  same  individual 
along  the  Lake  Erie 
shoreline  off  the  foot 
of  Rathfon  Road, 
Wainfleet,  Ontario. 
Farnan  alerted  Kayo 
Roy  and  during  the 
telephone 
conversation  with 
Roy  the  bird  took 
flight  and  headed  in  a 
westerly  direction. 

The  Farnans  followed 
the  bird,  relocating  it 
at  Morgan’s  Point, 
Wainfleet,  Ontario, 
where  Kayo  and 
Diane  Roy  later 
joined  them  and  were 
able  to  closely 
observe  the  bird  for 
several  minutes  before  it  moved  farther  west.  Kayo  Roy 
provided  the  verification.  This  is  a  rare  species  in  the 
Niagara  region.  Though  it  has  become  a  more  regular 
visitant  in  the  past  few  years  and  individuals  were  seen 
last  year  by  Joe  Mitchell  at  both  at  Oak  Orchard  WMA 
and  at  Tifft,  this  is  only  the  4th  June  record  of  White 
Pelican  in  the  BOS  archives. 

On  the  3rd  Bill  Watson  counted  56  Black-crowned 
Night  Herons  plus  10  nestlings  in  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario, 
and  on  the  21st  spotted  two  Black  Vultures  at  Artpark 

Celeste  Morien  noted  10  Bald  Eagles  on  the  6th  at 
Iroquois  NWR.  She,  Willie  D’Anna  and  Betsy  Potter  found 
a  Virginia  Rail  on  the  30th  at  Iroquois  and  she  and  Potter 
found  11  Common  Gallinules  there  as  well.  Jim  Berry 
spotted  a  Virginia  Rail  on  the  21st  in  North  Harmony, 
Chautauqua  County.  A  single  Common  Gallinule  was 
seen  by  Ziemba  on  the  9th  in  Brocton.  Kerr  saw  two  at 
Beaver  Meadow  Audubon  on  the  28th. 

Sandhill  Cranes  were  found  in  our  region  during  the 
month.  Jim  Berry  reported  two  at  Watts  Flats  on  the  3rd 
and  9th.  Sharon  and  Morien  spotted  two  on  the  12th  and 
14th  at  Iroquois  NWR.  On  the  24th,  Lawrence  saw  two  at 
Oak  Orchard  WMA. 

Upland  Sandpipers  were  noted  by  Kerr  in  the  Town  of 


Sheldon  and  by  Watson  and  Yoerg  at  Tillman  Road  WMA. 
Peter  Yoerg  counted  6  Ruddy  Turnstones  on  the  1st  at 
Fort  Erie,  Ontario  and  Celeste  Morien  found  a  Dunlin  at 
Iroquois  NWR  on  the  6th. 

Highlights  of  gull  species  during  the  month  included 
two  Little  Gulls  seen  first  on  the  18th  at  Fort  Niagara  State 
Park  by  Guthrie  and  then  on  the  20th  by  Watson.  As  I 
noted  last  year,  Little  Gulls  have  made  regular 
appearances  on  the  Niagara  River  in  June  for  the  past 
few  years.  Holden  saw  a  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  on  the 
2nd  at  Niagara  Falls  and  Lenz  spotted  a  lingering 
individual  at  Dunkirk  Harbor  on  the  30th.  Fox  saw  four 
Forster’s  Terns  on  the  1st  at  Batavia’s  Waste  Water 
Treatment  Plant. 

As  numbers  of  Common  Nighthawk  in  the  region 
decline,  the  few  received  reports  are  more  treasured.  Jim 
Berry  reported  two  on  the  3rd  at  Watts  Flats  WMA  and 
another  in  Fredonia  on  the  8th.  Also  on  the  8th,  Twan 
Leenders  saw  four  in  Jamestown.  Mike  Morgante 
reported  an  individual  in  Eden  on  the  16th.  A  leucistic 
Downy  Woodpecker,  seen  on  the  30th  in  St.  Catherines 
and  looking  impeccably  attired  for  winter  in  Ontario,  was 
photographed  by  Kayo  Roy. 

Willie  D’Anna  and  Betsy  Potter  found  two 
Prothonotary  Warblers  in  Tonawanda  WMA  on  the  4th. On 
the  9th,  Yoerg  found  four  in  the  WMA  and  Hess  saw  four 
on  the  19th.  D’Anna  reported  a  Yellow-throated  Warbler 
seen  on  June  1  during  a  field  trip  at  the  Allegany 
Pilgrimage  in  Allegany  State  Park.  This  record  marks  the 
10th  consecutive  year  that  a  Yellow-throated  Warbler  has 
been  found  in  the  Red  House  area  of  the  park. 

On  the  1st,  Doug  Beattie  saw  a  Yellow-breasted  Chat 
in  Carlton  Hill  MUA.  It  lingered  until  at  least  the  16th, 
giving  many  others  the  opportunity  to  see  it. 

The  only  reported  Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  found 
by  Betsy  Potter  and  Celeste  Morien  in  Olcott  on  the  9th 
and  11th.  Three  to  four  Vesper  Sparrows  were  seen  in  the 
Town  of  Ashford  on  the  29th  by  Beattie  and  Merkel  and 
also  reported  by  Yoerg  on  the  30th. 

June  reports  of  Grasshopper  Sparrows  were 
encouraging,  continuing  the  trend  noted  last  year.  At 
Carlton  Hill  MUA,  Potter  and  D’Anna  found  one  on  the  4th 
and  Beattie  spotted  two  on  the  7th.  Potter  found  an 
individual  in  Yorkshire  and  Beattie  noted  one  in  Bethany. 
Two,  seen  by  Watson  on  the  18th  and  Yoerg  on  the  29th, 
were  at  Tillman  Road  WMA.  Yoerg  found  one  in  Ashford 
on  the  30th. 

Orchard  Orioles  were  again  well  reported  in  June.  On 
the  3rd,  Morien  saw  one  at  Allegany  State  Park.  On  the 
5th,  Holmes  found  one  at  Sinking  Ponds  Nature  Preserve. 
Other  individuals  were  seen  by  Morien  in  Olcott,  in 
Middlebury  by  Beattie  and  Reehling,  and  by  D’Anna  in 
Newfane. 

D’Anna  and  Morien  counted  12  Red  Crossbills  in 
Allegany  State  Park  on  the  2nd.  Brian  Morse  reported  one 
flying  over  his  head  in  the  parking  lot  at  the  University  at 
Buffalo  North  Campus  in  Amherst  on  the  18th.  A 
verification  was  necessary  as  this  date  is  several  days 
past  the  last  date  in  the  Verification  Date  Guide  for  areas 
other  than  Allegany  and  Cattaraugus  Counties.  Several 
Pine  Siskins  lingered  through  the  27th  in  Wilson. 


The  Prothonotary  is  published 
monthly  by  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society,  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo,  NY 
14211.  Send  address  changes  to 
Karen  Landau,  S-9195  State  Road, 
Colden,  NY  14033. 

Please  send  correspondence  to: 
Jack  Skalicky,  PO  Box  58886,  Salt 
Lake  City,  UT  84158-0886  or  Email 
skalickvffibiochem.utah.edu 


Publishing:  Audrey  Horbett 

Editorial  Consultants:  Robert 
Andrle,  Willie  D’Anna,  Mike 
Morgante,  Jim  Pawlicki,  Gerry 
Rising,  William  Watson,  Mike 
Zebehazy 


Society  Officers: 


President: 

V.  President: 
Treasurer: 
Secretary: 
Statisticians: 


Archivist: 

Council: 

2011-2013 


2012-2014 


2013-2015 


Thomas  O'Donnell 
Michael  Morgante 
Robert  DeLeon 
Donna  DeLeon 
Tim  Baird 
Willie  D’Anna 
Mike  Morgante 
Audrey  Horbett 

Bernie  Kester 
Holly  Sweeney 
William  Watson 
Douglas  Beattie 
Karen  Lee  Lewis 
David  Suggs 
Joseph  Fell 
Michael  Galas 
Lynne  Landon 


70 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Date  Guide 
to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high  counts  for  the 
species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting  methods  used  by 
observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  or  juv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Bruce  Chilton  88 
Pryor  Ave.,  Tonawanda,  NY  14150;  Email:  BChi314159@aol.com 


Species 

June 

Number 

Location 

Observerfs) 

Mute  Swan 

20 

1 

Lewiston 

Watson 

u 

21 

18 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

Trumpeter  Swan 

18 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox 

Tundra  Swan 

6,  21 

2 

Dunnvilie  (Ont) 

Watson 

Wood  Duck 

28 

38 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox 

Gadwall 

2 

1 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Holden 

(C 

2 

2 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Holden 

it 

8;  17 

2;  2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

u 

8;  28 

8;  10 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson;  Fox 

American  Wigeon 

14 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Northern  Shoveler 

7;  17 

2;  3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien;  Watson 

Northern  Pintail 

7 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Green-winged  Teal 

7,  27 

1,6 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

8 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Canvasback 

1 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Baird,  Morien  et  al 

Ring-necked  Duck 

2 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

(C 

7,  14 

2,  1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

it 

9,  30 

1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

u 

15 

1 

Niag.-on-the-Lake  (Ont) 

Vandermeulen 

Greater  Scaup 

4-21 

1 

St.  Catharines  (Ont) 

Downey 

Lesser  Scaup 

1 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox 

Bufflehead 

14 

1 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Hardenburg 

Common  Goldeneye 

3 

1 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Watson 

Common  Merganser 

26 

4 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Watson 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

21 

4 

Long  Beach  (Ont) 

Watson 

Ruddy  Duck 

2 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

it 

8,  30 

11,  12 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Red-throated  Loon 

2 

27 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Holden 

15L 

1 

St.  Catharines  (Ont) 

Vandermeulen 

Common  Loon 

2 

3 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Holden 

u 

15 

2 

St.  Catharines  (Ont) 

Vandermeulen 

Horned  Grebe 

1-28 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox 

Eared  Grebe 

18:  20 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox;  Mitchell,  Morien 

Double-crest.  Cormorant 

21 

1500 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

American  White  Pelican 

22 

1  alt  ad 

Wainfleet  (Ont) 

Roy,  B&J  Farnan 

American  Bittern 

12 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Morien  et  al 

u 

28 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Least  Bittern 

27,  30 

1,  1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

(i 

30 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Barth 

Great  Egret 

11,  21 

59,  78 

Motor  1. 

Watson 

u 

26 

51 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Watson 

u 

27 

79 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Black-cr.  Night-Heron 

3 

56  +  10  n 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Watson 

Black  Vulture 

21 

2 

Artpark 

Watson 

Osprey 

1 

1 

Busti 

Berry 

u 

7,  14 

8,7 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

a 

14 

9  +  9yg 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 
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Species 

Jung 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Bald  Eagle 

2 

i  yg 

Strawberry  1. 

Watson 

a 

6 

10 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

1  -30 

2  +  n 

DeVeaux  Woods  SP 

Drahms 

Virginia  Rail 

21 

i 

North  Harmony 

Berry 

u 

30 

i 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien,  D’Anna,  Potter 

Common  Gallinule 

9 

1 

Brocton 

Ziemba 

u 

28 

2 

Beaver  Meadow  Aud. 

Kerr 

it 

30 

11 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien,  Potter 

American  Coot 

1,  28 

1,2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox 

<c 

6,  21 

1,4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien;  Mashburn 

Sandhill  Crane 

3,  9 

2,2 

Watts  Flats  WMA 

Berry 

a 

12;  14 

2;  2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Sharon;  Morien 

(( 

24 

2 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Lawrence 

Semipalmated  Plover 

1 L 

25 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

Upland  Sandpiper 

1 

3 

Sheldon 

Kerr 

a 

18;  29 

3;  4 

Tillman  Road  WMA 

Watson;  Yoerg 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

1L 

6 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

1;  6L 

144;  12 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Yoerg;  Watson 

Dunlin 

6L 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

9,  20 

1.  1 

Beaver  Meadow  Aud. 

Kerr 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

18;  20 

50;  206 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

R.  Guthrie;  Watson 

a 

30 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Lenz 

Little  Gull 

18;  20 

2 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

R.  Guthrie;  Watson 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

2 

1 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Holden 

a 

30 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Lenz 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

9 

13  imm 

Buffalo  harbor 

Morgante 

Caspian  Tern 

6,  21 

22,  27 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

a 

23 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morgante 

Black  Tern 

1 

1 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon 

a 

3 

2 

Watts  Flats  WMA 

Berry 

a 

7 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

a 

8;  19 

1;  i 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson;  Morien 

a 

18 

8 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Lawrence 

Common  Tern 

3 

59 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Watson 

Forster’s  Tern 

1 

4 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox 

Common  Nighthawk 

3 

2 

Watts  Flats  WMA 

Berry 

a 

8 

1 

Fredonia 

Berry 

a 

8 

4 

Jamestown 

Leenders 

a 

16 

1 

Eden 

Morgante 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

19-25 

1 

Middlebury 

Beattie  et  al 

a 

29 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Sebum,  Jacklin 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

12 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Martin 

a 

23 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Morgante 

Downy  Woodpecker 

30 

1  leucistic 

St.  Catharines  (Ont) 

Kiddy,  Roy,  Jacklin 

Merlin 

1 

1 

Allegany  SP 

D’Anna,  Morien  et  ai 

Peregrine  Falcon 

3 

1  ad 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Watson 

a 

25 

1 

Arkwright 

VerHague 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

2 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Morien 

a 

21 

1 

Middlebury 

Beattie,  Reehling 

it 

22 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Common  Raven 

4 

2 

Carlton  Hill  MUA 

Beattie 

a 

20,  22 

4,3 

Alfred 

Brooks 

it 

25 

1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

Purple  Martin 

8 

70 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

tt 

26 

228 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Cliff  Swallow 

1 

10 

Allegany  SP 

Morien 

IC 

4 

21 

UB  north  campus 

Rising 

7 

20 

Wheatfield  WWTP 

Lazarczyk 

it 

7 

26 

North  Tonawanda 

Watson 

it 

12 

80 

Tonawanda  1. 

Watson 

tt 

21 

60 

Peace  Bridge 

Watson 

Bam  Swallow 

8 

140 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Winter  Wren 

2,  9,  23 

2,  3,  1 

Ward 

Brooks 
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Species 

June 

Number 

Location 

Qfrserver($) 

u 

14 

1 

Frews  burg 

Berry 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

1 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Morien 

u 

6,  17 

1,  1 

N  Buffalo 

Yoerg 

u 

14 

1 

Allenberg  Bog 

Leenders 

Northern  Mockingbird 

2 

2 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

Louisiana  Waterthrush 

1 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Morien 

u 

21 

2 

Attica 

Beattie 

u 

23 

1 

Allegheny  Ind.  Res. 

Yoerg 

“Brewster’s”  Warbler 

14 

1 

Tonawanda  Indian  Res. 

Watson 

“Lawrence’s”  Warbler 

1, 20 

1,  2  PV 

Beaver  Meadow  Aud 

Kerr 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

9 

1 

Jamestown 

Gallo 

a 

9 

1 

Ward 

Brooks 

u 

23 

1 

Allegheny  Ind.  Res. 

Yoerg 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

4;  9;  19 

2;  4:4 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Potter,  D’Anna;  Yoerg;  Hess 

Nashville  Warbler 

8 

1 

Brocton 

Leenders 

(( 

14 

1 

Allenberg  Bog 

Leenders 

Hooded  Warbler 

22 

2 

Pelham  (Ont) 

Moss 

Cerulean  Warbler 

8;  11 

1: 1 

Elba 

Watson;  Beattie,  Dart 

cc 

19;  22 

1:2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Hess;  Morien 

u 

23 

2 

Allegheny  Ind.  Res. 

Yoerg 

Northern  Parula 

1 

3 

Allegany  SP 

Morien 

it 

23 

2 

Allegheny  Ind.  Res. 

Yoerg 

Pine  Warbler 

8 

1 

Portland 

Berry 

ft 

8,  20,  29 

1 

Alfred 

Brooks 

u 

22 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

C&G  Morien 

Yellow-throated  Warbler 

1 

1 

Allegany  SP 

D’Anna  et  al 

Prairie  Warbler 

1 

2 

Alfred 

Brooks 

M 

5,  12 

2,  1 

Andover 

Brooks 

U 

7 

9 

Yorkshire 

Potter,  D’Anna 

II 

7-30 

5-10 

Yorkshire 

Potter,  Beattie,  Yoerg  et  al 

II 

28 

5 

Rock  City  SF 

Leenders 

Canada  Warbler 

3,  15 

6,  3 

Watts  Flats  WMA 

Berry 

ic 

14 

3 

Allenberg  Bog 

Leenders 

Yellow-breasted  Chat 

1  - 16 

1 

Carlton  Hill  MUA 

Beattie  et  al 

Clay-colored  Sparrow 

9,  11 

1, 2  PV 

Olcott 

Potter,  Morien 

Vesper  Sparrow 

29;  30 

3:4 

Ashford 

Beattie,  Markel;  Yoerg 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

4;7 

1:2 

Carlton  Hill  MUA 

D’Anna,  Potter;  Beattie 

ic 

7 

1 

Yorkshire 

Potter 

it 

9,  30 

1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

it 

18;  29 

2:2 

Tillman  Road  WMA 

Watson;  Yoerg 

ii 

30 

1 

Ashford 

Yoerg 

Henslow’s  Sparrow 

8-30 

1 

Ellicott 

Vanstrom,  Sundell,  et  al 

ii 

19 

1 

Ellicott 

D’Anna 

ii 

25 

1 

Ellicott 

Mitchell 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

1  -30 

1 

East  Amherst 

Morgante 

ii 

7 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Williams 

Blue  Grosbeak 

3 

1  alt  m 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Holdsworth 

Bobolink 

17 

75 

Shelby 

C&G  Morien 

Orchard  Oriole 

3 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Morien 

ii 

5 

1 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 

Holmes 

ii 

11 

1 

Olcott 

Morien 

ic 

21 

2 

Middlebury 

Beattie,  Reehling 

it 

28 

1 

Newfane 

D’Anna 

Red  Crossbill 

2 

12 

Allegany  SP 

D’Anna,  Morien 

ii 

18 

1 

Amherst 

Morse 

Pine  Siskin 

2 

3 

Forestville 

VerHague 

ii 

5-27 

1  -3 

Wilson 

Potter,  D’Anna 

ii 

14 

2 

Jamestown 

Leenders 

Species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year:  279 

New  species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  recorded  this  month:  4 

Total  for  the  year  (to  date)  2013:  283 

Statisticians’  Note:  If  any  observer  wishes  to  know  the  status  of  their  verification  report,  please  contact  the  Statisticians 
and  we  will  give  them  the  reasons  for  our  decision.  Please  advise  us  of  any  errors  in  the  Noteworthy  Records. 
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Faii  Caiendar  &  Announcements 

Buffalo-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 

Bird  Hotline  1-877-698-3261  (if  busy  866-321-4255  or 
614-384-2335) 

Oct.  9:  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  at  Cummings  Room  of  the 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Jean  Iron  will  present  a  talk  on 
the  birds  of  Iceland,  arctic  Canada,  and  Greenland. 

Oct.  13:  Sunday.  BOS  Annual  October  Count.  The  compiler  is 
Marcia  Jacklin;  mjacklin(q>brocku.ca  or  905-871-2577.  All  BOS 
members  are  expected  to  participate. 

Oct.  25:  Friday,  7:00  PM.  2013  Vaughan  Lecture  at  the  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science  auditorium.  Professor  Bridget  Stutchbury 
from  York  University  in  Toronto  will  present  her  research  on 
tracking  songbird  migration.  Bridget  Stutchbury  was  born  in 
Montreal  and  raised  in  Toronto.  She  completed  the  Ph.D.  at 
Yale  University  and  was  a  postdoctoral  fellow  at  the 
Smithsonian  Institution.  Since  the  1980s,  she  has  followed 
songbirds  to  their  wintering  grounds  in  Latin  America  and  back 
to  their  breeding  grounds  in  North  America  to  understand  their 
behavior,  ecology  and  conservation.  Her  latest  research  uses 
“geolocators”  to  track  the  amazing  migratory  journeys  of  Wood 
Thrushes,  Purple  Martins  and  Red-eyed  Vireos.  She  serves  on 
scientific  advisory  committees  for  World  Wildlife  Fund  Canada, 
Wildlife  Preservation  Canada,  and  Earth  Rangers.  She  is  also 
author  of  Silence  of  the  Songbirds  (2007  finalist  for  the 
Governor  General’s  Award)  and  more  recently  The  Private  Lives 
of  Birds  (2010). 

Oct.  26:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  Plain  Field  Trip  for 
fall  migrants.  Leader:  Willie  D’Anna  (751-3637  or 

dannapQtter@roadrunner.com  ).  Meet  at  8  a.m.  at  Tops  Market 
in  Wright’s  Corners.  This  is  on  the  east  side  of  Route  78  at 
Route  104. 

Nov.  13:  Wednesday.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  at  Cummings 
Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Holly  Sweeney,  our 
BOS  April  Count  Complier,  will  discuss  the  results  of  the  April 
Count.  Dr.  Robert  DeLeon  will  report  on  the  results  of  the  May 
Count. 

Dec.  1:  Niagara  River  Field  Trip  (details  in  the  next  issue). 


(top)  Leucistic  Downy  Woodpecker  photographed  by  Kayo 
Roy  at  St.  Catharines,  Ontario  on  June  30th  and  (bottom) 
Henslow’s  Sparrow  photographed  by  Joseph  Mitchell  at 
Ellicott  on  June  25th. 
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THE  MONTH:  July 

Joe  Mitchell 


On  its  surface,  weather  for  July  was  not 
extraordinaiy.  Temperatures  ended  1.4  degrees  (all 
temperatures  in  Fahrenheit)  above  average,  rainfall 
totaled  2.86  inches,  only  0.37  inches  below  average,  and 
total  sunshine,  66%  for  the  month,  was  just  1%  below 
average.  However,  this  overall  view  of  the  month  leaves 
many  untold  stories,  according  to  the  National  Weather 
Service. 


During  the  middle  of  the  month,  a  high  pressure 
system  over  the  northeast  left  WNY  wallowing  in  six  days 
of  hot,  humid  weather.  Record  ‘warm’  low  temperatures  of 
77  degrees  were  set  on  both  the  17th  and  18th  and 
contributed  to  nine  days  during  the  month  when  the  low 
temperature  failed  to  dip  below  70.  These  nine  days  of 
above  average  lows  were  not  only  more  than  double  the 
July  average  of  four  days,  they  exceeded  the  average  of 
eight  days  that  is  typical  of  an  entire  year!  A  typical  July 
hosts  one  day  where  the  high  temperature  reaches  into 
the  90’s.  This  month  we  had  three.  The  average  number 
of  90  degree  days  in  Buffalo  for  an  entire  year,  also  three! 

Though  rainfall  for  the  month  ended  up  0.37  inches 
below  normal,  the  region  saw  fourteen  days  of 
measurable  rainfall  that  well  exceeds  the  July  average  of 
ten.  Buffalo  received  just  over  half  of  its  monthly  rainfall 
on  the  19th  as  severe  thunderstorms  passed  through  the 
region  and  deposited  1 .46  inches  of  rain  at  the  airport. 
This  certainly  pales  in  comparison  to  certain  areas  of 
southern  Niagara  County  that  received  over  4  inches  of 
rain  during  this  storm. 

During  the  stretch  of  sustained  high  temperatures  in 
the  middle  of  the  month,  Lake  Erie  recorded  daily  record 
high  temperatures  from  the  17th  through  the  21st, 
culminating  with  a  high  of  78  degrees  on  the  19th  and 
20th.  These  dates  represent  the  earliest  that  Lake  Erie 
has  reached  78  degrees  with  the  previous  early  date 
being  July  23rd,  1987. 
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The  Month 

Joe  Mitchell 

Noteworthy  Records 

Bruce  Chilton  &  Statisticians 

August  Shorebird  Field  Trip 

Sue  Barth  &  Bill  Watson 

Calendar 


Three  Marbled 
Godwits,  found  by 
Peter  Yoerg  on  the 
14th  at  Wright  Park 
Beach  in  Dunkirk 
Harbor,  mark  the 
first  time  this 


(Top  and  Middle)  Pomarine  Jaeger  photographed  by 
Stephen  Sliwinski  at  offshore  Lake  Erie  on  July  11th  and 
(Bottom)  Henslow’s  Sparrow  photographed  by  Twan 
Leenders  at  Ellicot  on  July  6th. 


species  has  been 
recorded  in  the  region 
since  2007  and 
represent  a  high 
count  for  the  region. 
Peter  describes  the 
birds:  “a  male 
(orange  bill  w/black 
tip)  w/heavier  body 
markings  (and)  2 
females  (pinkish 
billed  w/black  tips).” 

The  only  previous 
July  record  of  a 
jaeger  in  the  region 
was  a  Parasitic 
Jaeger  reported  by 
Mike  Morgante  in 
Buffalo  on  July  9, 
1992.  This  month  we 
recorded  a  first  July 
Pomarine  Jaeger  and 
two  Parasitic  Jaegers 
at  separate  locations. 

About  three  miles 
offshore  in  Lake  Erie, 
Stephen  Sliwinski 
encountered  an 
unfamiliar  bird  resting 
on  the  water.  After 
taking  several 
photographs  and 
determining  the  bird 
to  be  a  jaeger,  he 
passed  along  the 
photos  to  area  birders 
to  help  identify  the 
exact  species.  The 
close  range  photos 
made  the  normally  tricky  business  of  jaeger  identification 
much  easier  and  the  bird  was  quickly  identified  as  a 
Pomarine  Jaeger.  This  sighting  represents  only  the 
second  summer  record  of  this  species  in  the  BOS  study 
area. 

While  birding  Carlton  Hill  MUA  in  Wyoming  County  on 
the  20th,  Jim  Pawlicki  had  the  good  and  rather 
improbable  fortune  to  look  skyward  and  spot  a  passing 
adult  Parasitic  Jaeger!  It’s  likely  that  the  jaeger  found  its 
way  inland  due  to  the  passage  of  severe  thunderstorms 
the  night  before  and  that,  given  its  direction  of  flight,  it 
was  making  its  way  back  toward  Lake  Erie,  nearly  36 
miles  to  the  west!  This  sighting  represents  the  only  inland 
record  for  Parasitic  Jaeger  in  the  BOS  study  area  and 
only  the  second  inland  record  for  any  jaeger  species.  On 
July  30th  Jim  would  spot  his  second  Parasitic  Jaeger  of 
the  month  at  Buffalo  Harbor,  another  adult  or  near-adult, 
that  differed  from  the  Wyoming  County  adult  by  its  lack  of 
a  dark  breast  band. 

Always  a  pleasure  to  see  in  the  region,  an  American 
White  Pelican  put  in  an  appearance  at  Cayuga  Pool  in 
the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  from  the  13th 
through  the  15th.  This  is  our  first  record  of  this  species  in 
our  region  for  July.  First  found  by  Gale  VerHague,  a 
group  of  three  American  Avocets  were  observed  in  the 


region  from  the  9th  through  the  17th  at  Dunkirk  Harbor  and 
Silver  Creek.  The  span  of  time  over  which  these  sightings 
occurred,  and  different  male  and  female  count,  suggests 
more  than  a  single  group  of  three  Avocets. 

Though  once  considered  a  rarity  at  any  time  of  year, 
the  status  of  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  in  the  BOS  study 
area  has  changed  over  the  years  such  that  it  is  now 
considered  relatively  common  along  the  Niagara  River 
corridor  in  winter,  particularly  in  Niagara  Falls.  The 
appearance  of  this  species  in  the  summer,  however,  is 
still  rare  and  observations  of  immature  birds  in  Dunkirk, 
from  the  7th-24th,  and  Wilson,  on  the  28th,  represent  only 
the  third  time  this  species  has  been  reported  in  July.  A 
single  Sedge  Wren  was  seen  and  heard  at  the  Iroquois 
National  Wildlife  Refuge  on  the  2nd  and  3rd.  Tundra 
Swans  were  observed  at  both  the  Batavia  Wastewater 
Treatment  and  the  Connewango  WMA,  with  the  Batavia 
bird  being  last  reported  as  late  as  the  21st. 

Continuing  from  previous  months  reports,  Henslow’s 
Sparrows  were  still  being  seen  and  photographed  at  the 
Chautauqua  County  Airport  in  the  Town  of  Ellicott,  while 
several  Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  observed  at  Krull 
Park  in  the  Town  of  Newfane. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Mike  Morgante  for  his 
comments  and  suggestions. 

Literature  cited: 

DiTommaso,  D.,  Suggs,  D.,  B.O.S.  Noteworthy  Records 
Database.  1964-2011 


Buffalo  National  Weather  Service:  http://www.wbuf.noaa.gov/ 


(Top)  Forster’s  Tern  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Batavia 
WWTP  on  July  4th  and  (Bottom)  American  Avocets 
photographed  by  Joe  DiCesare  at  Silver  Creek  on  July  17th. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Date  Guide 
to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high  counts  for  the 
species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting  methods  used  by 
observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  or  juv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Bruce  Chilton  88 
Pryor  Ave.,  Tonawanda,  NY  14150;  Email:  BChi314159@aol.com 


Species 

July 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Mute  Swan 

10,  31 

7,4 

Rock  Point  PP 

Watson 

CC 

22 

3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Ziemba 

Tundra  Swan 

4_Z 

1 

Conewango  Swamp  WMA 

Lenz 

u 

4.  14.  21 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox 

CC 

14 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

D’Anna  et  al 

Wood  Duck 

6 

40 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

cc 

25 

46 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Gadwall 

2 

1 

Goat  1. 

Watson 

IC 

22 

2 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

cc 

21,  30 

24,  26 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox 

American  Wigeon 

13 

4 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

cc 

14 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

American  Black  Duck 

24;  29 

3;  1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Guthrie;  D’Anna 

Northern  Shoveler 

4,  21 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox 

Green-winged  Teal 

10 

1 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Watson 

cc 

13;  24 

2;  11 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson;  Guthrie 

Ring-necked  Duck 

1 

1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

cc 

6;  25 

1;  1 

Tifft  NP 

Watson;  Salembier 

Lesser  Scaup 

11;  21 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Guthrie;  Fox 

Bufflehead 

4 

1  fern 

Grand  1. 

Lazarczyk 

Common  Merganser 

30 

3 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

Watson 

cc 

31 

140 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Watson 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

10 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Watson 

cc 

22 

3 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Watson,  Pawlicki 

Ruddy  Duck 

13;  22;  28 

9;  11;  10 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson;  Barth;  Beattie 

Common  Loon 

2 

1 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Watson 

Horned  Grebe 

4;  14 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox;  D’Anna 

u 

22 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

Eared  Grebe 

11-22 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox  et  al 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

10,  31 

1100,  900 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

American  White  Pelican 

13,  14 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson,  D’Anna  et  al 

cc 

15 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Salembier 

American  Bittern 

2;  4 

2;  1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Morien;  Yoerg 

cc 

15;  29 

1;  1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Salembier;  Watson 

Least  Bittern 

7;  25 

3;  1 

Tifft  NP 

Coleman;  Salembier 

Great  Blue  Heron 

11 

79 

Motor  1. 

Watson 

Great  Egret 

9;  29 

60;  97 

Iroquois  NWR 

Holmes;  Watson 

cc 

11,  18 

71, 82 

Motor  1. 

Watson 

IC 

16 

47 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Watson 

Black-cr.  Night-Heron 

2 

101 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Watson 

cc 

5 

32 

Queenston  (Ont) 

Watson 

cc 

12,  27 

1,  1 

Sinking  Ponds  NS 

Holmes 

cc 

25 

13 

Tifft  NP 

Salembier 

Black  Vulture 

4 

3 

Lewiston 

Price 

Osprey 

1  -6 

4  n  +  yg 

Allegany  SP 

Hess 

cc 

13 

2ad+3yg 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

IC 

17 

8ad+5yg 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 
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3peci.es 

July 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

u 

25 

5 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

it 

29 

1 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

Bald  Eagle 

9 

1 

Olcott 

Watson 

a 

10 

2  imm 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

u 

10,  24 

1,  1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

u 

28 

1 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

American  Coot 

25 

1  +  1  yg 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Watson 

Sandhill  Crane 

21 

2 

Netherby  (Ont) 

D’Anna  et  al 

Black-bellied  Plover 

28;  31 

1;  i 

Iroquois  NWR 

Sucy;  Salembier 

u 

31 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Pawlicki 

Semipalmated  Plover 

14F;  30 

2;  12 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien;  Beattie 

American  Avocet 

9 

3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague;  Lazarczyk  et  al 

a 

11 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Guthrie 

a 

17 

3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher 

a 

17 

3 

Silver  Creek 

DiCesare 

u 

26 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz;  Potter,  D’Anna 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

4F;13 

2;  3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Yoerg;  D’Anna,  Potter 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

4F;  13 

1;  3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Yoerg;  Watson 

a 

10,  31 

1,6 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Watson 

Willet 

14F 

1 

Mouth  of  Catt.  Creek 

Yoerg 

a 

31 

2 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Pawlicki 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

9;  11 

1;  4 

Batavia  WWTP 

Taylor;  Guthrie 

a 

10 

16 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Watson 

a 

13,  25 

30,  52 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Upland  Sandpiper 

4 

2 

Tillman  Road  WMA 

Yoerg,  Brenner 

Marbled  Godwit 

14 

3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Yoerg,  Ziemba 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

27 

2 

Pt.  Breeze 

Guthrie 

a 

28 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie 

a 

28 

3 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

a 

28 

1 

Olcott 

D’Anna 

a 

28 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Sucy  et  al 

a 

29 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

a 

31 

3 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Pawlicki 

Sanderling 

21;  28 

1;  3 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

D’Anna  et  al;  Yoerg 

a 

26;  29,  30 

i;  5,  7 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

D’Anna,  Potter;  Goetz 

a 

27 

2 

Pt.  Breeze 

Guthrie 

a 

31 

2 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Pawlicki 

a 

31 

1 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

13F 

7 

Iroquois  NWR 

D’Anna,  Potter 

a 

26 

6 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

a 

31 

76 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Watson 

a 

31 

88 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Watson 

Least  Sandpiper 

4;  13;  16 

2;  60;  63 

Iroquois  NWR 

Yoerg;  D’Anna;  Lawrence 

Baird’s  Sandpiper 

31 F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Salembier 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

17F;  31 

3;  7 

Iroquois  NWR 

D’Anna,  Potter;  Salembier 

a 

23 

1 

Windmill  Point  (Ont) 

Humann 

a 

28 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

13F;  15 

1;  2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien;  Salembier 

a 

21 

1 

Stromness  (Ont) 

D’Anna  et  al 

a 

28 

2 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 

10;  28 

22;  7 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Watson;  Yoerg 

a 

14;  15 

3;  6 

Iroquois  NWR 

D’Anna,  Potter;  Salembier 

a 

21 

6 

Stromness  (Ont) 

D’Anna  et  al 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

25 

6 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

10 

82 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

a 

22 

63 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

a 

22 

42 

Lewiston 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

7:  11:  24 

1  ;2;1  1st-sum 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Lenz;  Guthrie;  Pawlicki 

a 

28 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Black  Tern 

20 

15 

Iroquois  NWR 

D’Anna,  Potter 

a 

22 

25 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Lawrence 

Common  Tern 

4 

4 

Batavia  WWTP 

Barth,  Happ,  Morien 

a 

30 

800 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson 
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Species 

July 

Number 

LQcgtion 

Observer(s) 

Forster’s  Tern 

4 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Barth,  Happ,  Morien 

Pomarine  Jaeaer 

11 

1 

Lake  Erie  off  Buffalo 

Sliwinski 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

20 

1 

Carlton  Hill  MUA 

Pawlicki 

tt 

30 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Pawlicki 

Barred  Owl 

6,  12 

1 

Ridgeway  (Ont) 

Black,  Jacklin  et  al,  Roy  et  al 

Common  Nighthawk 

5 

2 

Jamestown 

Berry 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

14 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

R&D  DeLeon 

(c 

14,  16 

1,  1 

Point  Gratiot 

Goetz 

u 

17,  23 

2  ad 

Waverly  Beach  (Ont) 

Humann 

Merlin 

6 

2 

Allegany  SP 

Morse 

u 

9 

2  +  4  yg 

Buffalo 

Yoerg 

Peregrine  Falcon 

4 

1 

UB  south  campus 

Yoerg 

ic 

5 

1 

Queenston  (Ont) 

Watson 

u 

11 

1 

South  Grand  1.  bridge 

Humann 

u 

25 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Salembier 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

1  -6 

7  total 

Allegany  SP 

Hess 

tt 

4;  13 

2;  3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Yoerg;  Watson 

Purple  Martin 

23 

125 

Bethany 

Beattie 

Northern  Rough-w.  Swallow 

28 

100 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie 

Bank  Swallow 

28 

75 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie 

Cliff  Swaliow 

2 

12  +  29  n 

Wheatfield 

Watson 

u 

10 

25  +  91  n 

Peace  Bridge  (Ont) 

Watson 

u 

11 

1 

Darien  Lakes  SP 

Holmes 

11 

50  ad  +  127  n 

Tonawanda  1. 

Watson 

u 

20 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

u 

21 

1 

Morgans  Point  (Ont) 

D’Anna  et  al 

Sedge  Wren 

2;  3 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien  et  al;  Mitchell 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

1  -6 

2 

Allegany  SP 

Hess 

Northern  Mockingbird 

6 

1  imm 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson 

<c 

7 

1 

Ashford 

Watson 

m 

11 

1 

Tonawanda 

Watson,  Pawlicki 

Louisiana  Waterthrush 

1  -6 

3 

Allegany  SP 

Hess 

Northern  Waterthrush 

9 

1 

Newfane 

Watson 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

12 

1 

Alfred 

Brooks 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

4;  21 

2;  1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Thomas;  R&D  DeLeon 

Cerulean  Warbler 

14 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

R&D  DeLeon 

Northern  Parula 

1  -6 

3 

Allegany  SP 

Hess 

Pine  Warbler 

4 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Hess 

« 

4 

2 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Yoerg 

it 

9 

1 

Olcott 

Watson 

Yellow-throated  Warbler 

1  -6 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Hess 

Prairie  Warbler 

5 

2 

Andover 

Brooks 

u 

7 

7 

Rushford 

Watson 

Clay-colored  Sparrow 

5 

3 

Olcott 

Rising  et  al 

ic 

8 

2 

Olcott 

D’Anna  et  al 

<( 

12 

1 

Ashford 

Salembier 

Vesper  Sparrow 

7;  12 

2;  4 

Ashford 

Watson;  Salembier 

ic 

8 

1 

Newfane 

Morien 

u 

31 

1 

Akron 

Salembier 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

3 

1 

Middlebury 

Beattie 

<( 

4 

2 

Tillman  Road  WMA 

Yoerg 

tt 

7-12 

2 

Chautauqua  Co.  Airport 

Berry,  Leenders  et  al 

tt 

10 

1 

Cattaraugus 

Lazarczyk 

u 

10 

2 

Sheridan 

VerHague 

tt 

11 

6 

John  White  WMA 

Lawrence 

« 

12 

2 

Artpark 

Frauen 

m 

15 

1 

Carlton  Hill  MUA 

Lawrence 

tt 

23 

1 

Alexander 

Beattie 

Henslow’s  Soarrow 

6-12 

3-7 

Chautauqua  Co.  Airport 

Berry,  Watson  et  al 

White-throated  Sparrow 

22 

1 

Olcott 

Morse 

Bobolink 

23 

30 

Alexander 

Beattie 

Orchard  Oriole 

8 

1  fledgling 

Olcott 

D’Anna  et  al 

M 

25 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna,  Potter 

79 


Species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year: 
New  species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  recorded  this  month: 

Total  for  the  year  (to  date)  2013: 


283 

5 

288 


Statisticians’  Note:  If  any  observer  wishes  to  know  the  status  of  their  verification  report,  please  contact  the  Statisticians 
and  we  will  give  them  the  reasons  for  our  decision.  Please  advise  us  of  any  errors  in  the  Noteworthy  Records. 

Escape: 

Northern  Bobwhite_ 6^7_ 1  escape  Alfred_ Brooks 


(Top)  Multiple  shots  of  a  Parasitic  Jaeger  photographed  by 
Jim  Pawlicki  at  Carlton  Hill  MUA  on  July  20th  and  (Bottom) 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  (top-most  bird)  photographed  by 
Willie  D’Anna  at  Wilson  on  July  28th. 


(Top)  Tundra  Swan  photographed  by  Willie  D’Anna  at 
Batavia  WWTP  on  July  14th  and  (Middle  and  Bottom) 
additional  photographs  of  the  Henslow’s  Sparrow 
described  on  page  75. 
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August  Shorebird  Field  Trip 

Sue  Barth  and  Bill  Watson 

On  August  25th,  Doug  Happ  led  our  group  of  seven 
on  the  second  shorebird  field  trip  of  the  summer.  At  the 
meeting  place  at  the  corner  Vermont  and  Busti,  Doug 
kindly  supplied  us  with  checklists  of  all  the  avian  species 
that  did  not  require  a  verification  report  for  August  25th 
and  a  map  of  the  birding  hot  spots  along  the  north  shore 
of  Lake  Erie  from  Fort  Erie  to  Rock  Point  P.  P.  We  hit  key 
spots  along  the  northern  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  which 
included  3  beachfront  areas  along  Morgan’s  Point,  Rock 
Point  Provincial  Park,  Mosaic  Pond,  Jaeger  Rocks,  and  a 
sod  farm  along  Poth  Road.  Our  first  stop  was  at  the  east 
side  of  Morgan’s  Point  where  we  enjoyed  great 
observations  of  four  Semipalmated  Sandpipers,  five 
Least  Sandpipers,  four  Semipalmated  Plovers,  a  strange 
looking  Pectoral  Sandpiper,  and  seven  Killdeer.  At  the  tip 
of  Morgan’s  Point  we  were  surprised  to  see  19  Common 
Mergansers  and  a  rare  summer  Lesser  Back-back  Gull 
that  was  already  entering  first  winter  plumage!  There 
were  also  at  least  twelve  Least  Sandpiper,  etc.  and  a 
flock  of  eight  Blue-winged  Teal  flying  along  the  shoreline. 
At  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park  there  were  well  over  a 
hundred  shorebirds  (mostly  Semipalmated  Sandpipers, 
Least  Sandpipers,  and  Semipalmated  Plovers).  The 
Tundra  Swan  that’s  been  seen  all  season  was  found 
again  at  Mosaic  Ponds,  with  an  early  Northern  Pintail, 
three  Blue-winged  Teal,  two  lesser  Yellowlegs,  and  our 
first  of  two  Peregrine  Falcons.  We  had  all  three  expected 
falcons  on  the  trip.  Four  Horned  Larks  and  four  Eastern 
Bluebirds  were  found  at  one  of  the  sod  farms  in  addition 
to  61  Black-bellied  Plovers  that  were  counted  at  2 
different  sod  farm  locations.  Some  of  our  totals  included: 
Killdeer  (57)  Least  Sandpiper  (111)  Semipalmated  Plover 
(35)  Semipalmated  Sandpiper  (51)  Solitary  Sandpiper  (1) 
American  Black  Duck  (1)  Green-winged  Teal  (1)  Common 
Merganser  (151,  of  which  132  were  seen  in  Marcie 
Jacklin’s  back  yard)  Wood  Duck  (3)  Great  Egret  (10) 
Great  Blue  Heron  (2)  Green  Heron  (1)  Great  Black- 
backed  Gull  (1)  Caspian  Tern  (6)  Cooper’s  Hawk  (1)  and 
two  Osprey.  We  had  a  total  of  56  species  and  over  1200 
birds,  Double-crested  Cormorants  topping  the  list  at  over 
500.  Thanks  you  very  much  to  Doug  Happ  -  for  a 
wonderful  day! 


American  White  Pelican  photographed  by  Willie  D’Anna  at 
Iroquois  NWR  on  July  13th. 
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Fall  -  Winter  Calendar  & 
Announcements 

Buffalo-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 

Bird  Hotline  1-877-698-3261  (if  busy  866-321-4255  or 
614-384-2335) 

Oct.  9:  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  at  Cummings  Room  of  the 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Jean  Iron  will  present  a  talk  on 
the  birds  of  Iceland,  arctic  Canada,  and  Greenland. 

Oct.  13:  Sunday.  BOS  Annual  October  Count.  The  compiler  is 
Marcia  Jacklin;  miacJkJj^^  or  905-871-2577.  All  BOS 

members  are  expected  to  participate. 

Oct.  25:  Friday,  7:00  PM.  2013  Vaughan  Lecture  at  the  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science  auditorium.  Professor  Bridget  Stutchbury 
from  York  University  in  Toronto  will  present  her  research  on 
tracking  songbird  migration.  Bridget  Stutchbury  was  born  in 
Montreal  and  raised  in  Toronto.  She  completed  the  Ph.D.  at 
Yale  University  and  was  a  postdoctoral  fellow  at  the 
Smithsonian  Institution.  Since  the  1980s,  she  has  followed 
songbirds  to  their  wintering  grounds  in  Latin  America  and  back 
to  their  breeding  grounds  in  North  America  to  understand  their 
behavior,  ecology  and  conservation.  Her  latest  research  uses 
“geolocators”  to  track  the  amazing  migratory  journeys  of  Wood 
Thrushes,  Purple  Martins  and  Red-eyed  Vireos.  She  serves  on 
scientific  advisory  committees  for  World  Wildlife  Fund  Canada, 
Wildlife  Preservation  Canada,  and  Earth  Rangers.  She  is  also 
author  of  Silence  of  the  Songbirds  (2007  finalist  for  the 
Governor  General’s  Award)  and  more  recently  The  Private  Lives 
of  Birds  (2010). 

Oct.  26:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  Plain  Field  Trip  for 
fall  migrants.  Leader:  Willie  D'Anna  (751-3637  or 
daQnapQtter@rQadrunner.com  ).  Meet  at  8  a.m.  at  Tops  Market 
in  Wright’s  Corners.  This  is  on  the  east  side  of  Route  78  at 
Route  104. 

Nov.  13:  Wednesday.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  at  Cummings 
Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Holly  Sweeney,  our 
BOS  April  Count  Compiler,  will  discuss  the  results  of  the  April 
Count.  Dr.  Robert  DeLeon  will  report  on  the  results  of  the  May 
Count. 

Dec.  1:  Niagara  River  Field  joint  trip  with  Rochester  Birding 
Association,  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Meet  at  9:00  AM  at  Fort 
Niagara  State  Park  in  the  parking  lot  just  outside  the  old  fort. 
Make  sure  you  have  a  passport,  passport  card,  Nexus,  or 
enhanced  drivers  license.  Dress  warmly.  Leaders:  RBA  Bob 
Spahn  (585-671-5690  or  B_SPAIdN@pLQdi.gy.ne.t )  BOS  leader 


Tom  O'Donnell  (716-284-5569  or 

tmQdQnnell@rQadr.unnsLC.Qm ). 

Dec. 11:  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Annual  Holiday 

Celebration  at  7:00  PM  in  the  Cummings  Room  of  the  Buffalo 
Science  Museum.  Please  bring  a  treat  to  share  and  enjoy  an 
evening  of  birding  friendship.  We  will  also  have  the  election  of 
officers  for  2013. 

Dec.  27:  Friday.  Oak  Orchard  CBC.  Compiler  Celeste  Morien 

Dec.  27:  Friday.  Niagara  Falls  (ON/NY)  CBC.  Compiler - 
(Ontario)  Kayo  Roy,  kayamy.@o i agara .com ,  or  905-892-4433, 
(New  York  State)  Willie  D’Anna,  dannapQtter@rQadrunneLC.Qm), 
716-751-3637. 


New  Discoveries  in  Song  Bird  Migration 

with  Bridget  Stutchbury  of  York  University 


Come  early  for  Final 
r  Friday  and  try  the  bird  1 

tracking  software!  Discover  for 
yourself  where  Purple  Martins 
disappear  to  during  our  cold 
winters,  and  how  they  get  there 
and  back  (an  8,000  mae  found 
Ltrip!)  Dr.  Stutchbury  will  be  ini 
Hamlin  Hall  from  jW 
6:00-6:45. 


FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  25, 2013 
7:00PM  '•Z 

at|yyng|3  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
1020  HumfcoMt  Parkway 
Buffalo,  NV  14211 
d  ^  (716)896-5200 

■ _ il  sctatuebuftorg 


mklrctetistfw 
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THE  MONTH:  August 


Tim  Baird 


The  National  Weather  Service’s  succinct  summary  for 
August  2013  weather  at  Buffalo  states,  “...A  QUIET  AND 
SUNNY  MONTH...”  There  is  little  need  for  elaboration. 

The  average  temperature  of  69.0°  F  was  0.6°  F  below 
normal  and  made  this  August  the  first  in  four  years  to 
have  a  mean  below  normal.  The  temperature  ranged 
from  a  low  of  50°  F  on  the  5th  to  a  high  of  86°  F  on  the 
29th.  A  cold  front  on  the  9th  was  followed  by  a  broad  area 
of  high  pressure  bringing  quiet  weather  to  mid-month, 
with  a  general  warming  occurring  toward  month’s  end. 
The  maximum  water  temperature  for  Lake  Erie  was  73°  F. 

Not  surprisingly  for  August,  thunderstorms  provided 
most  of  the  3.51  inches  of  precipitation  which  exceeded 
the  normal  rainfall  by  0.21  inches.  What  is  different  is  that 
13  days  with  thunderstorms  bested  the  six  day 
thunderstorm  average  for  August. 

It  was  sunny.  Sunshine  surpassed  the  normal  65% 
reaching  77%  for  the  month.  Winds  were  below  normal 
with  a  maximum  from  a  gust  of  36  mph  out  of  the 
southwest  on  the  28th. 


Nestled  in  the  Allegheny  Plateau  near  Pennsylvania,  I 
am  a  bit  removed  from  the  bird  activity  on  and  near  Lakes 
Erie  and  Ontario.  So,  it  is  always  interesting  for  me  to 
read  about  the  high  numbers  of  individuals  and  the 
variety  of  species  occurring  near  the  lakes.  For  example, 
the  hundreds  of  Double-crested  Cormorants  noted  by 
Watson  along  the  Niagara  River  this  August,  then 
culminating  with  900  at  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park  in 
Ontario  on  August  22nd,  are  not  in  my  local  experiences. 
Not  that  I  desire  to  encounter  900  cormorants  in  my 
backyard,  but  it  is  a  reminder  to  me  of  how 
environmentally  varied  the  B.O.S.  Study  Area  is. 


D’Anna  was  surprised  to  observe  Red-necked 
Grebes  flying  over  Lake  Ontario  while  he  participated  in  a 
“stationary  lake-watch”  in  front  of  his  home  in  Wilson. 
More  than  a  month  earlier  than  the  early  date  in  the 
B.O.S.  Verification  Date  Guide,  his  observations  add  data 

regarding  the  post¬ 
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breeding 

occurrence  of  Red¬ 
necked  Grebes  on 
western  Lake 
Ontario.  Generally 


a  winter,  spring,  autumn  species  in  the  B.O.S.  area,  there 
are  no  records  for  June  or  July  and  only  two  previous 
August  records  in  the  data  base  for  Red-necked  Grebes. 
VerHague,  Salembier,  et.  al.,  encountered  3  American 
Avocets  at  Dunkirk  Harbor  on  the  7th.  The  first  record  for 
American  Avocet  in  the  B.O.S.  data  base  is  a  single 
sighting  from  Fort  Erie  on  August  8,  1964.  During  the 
1990’s  to  the  current  time,  there  has  been  an  increasing 
occurrence  of  summer  and  fall  avocets.  August  has  the 
most  sightings  for  American  Avocets  with  nine  dates  in 
the  data  base.  Ajuvenile  plumaged  Laughing  Gull  was 
nicely  described  in  verifications  by  Pawlicki  and  Watson 
following  their  observation  of  this  bird  at  the  Lewiston 
Reservoir  on  the  24th. 

The  extensive  wetlands  in  the  northern  counties  are 
another  illustration  of  habitat  providing  a  unique  attraction 
for  birds.  Morien  et.  al.  and  Watson  documented 
hundreds  of  Great  Egrets  at  Oak  Orchard  Wildlife 
Management  Area  late  in  the  month.  The  ponds  at  the 
Batavia  Waste  Water  Treatment  Plant  attracted  up  to 
three  Red-necked  Phalaropes  near  month’s  end.  These 
phalaropes  were  the  first  of  this  species  in  the  B.O.S. 
region  for  2013  (reported  by  Morien,  et  al.,  Beattie, 


Baird’s  Sandpiper  photographed  by  Willie  D’Anna  at  Rock 
Point  Provincial  Park  on  August  16th. 


Yoerg).  VerHague 
added  another 
species  to  the  2013 
B.O.S.  bird  list  by 
finding  a  Cattle  Egret 
in  Mayville  at  the 
western  end  of 
Chautauqua  Lake. 
Fish  Crows  are 
closely  associated 
with  water  and  a 
recent  addition  to  the 
B.O.S.  Study  Area. 
There  are  two  reports 
this  month; 

Kruitbosch  reports 
hearing  one  calling 
with  a  group  of 
American  Crows  near 
the  Jamestown 
Airport  on  the  16th, 
and  Morse  recorded 
a  video  of  a  Fish 
Crow  calling  while 
perched  on  a  wire  in 
Niagara  Falls  on  the 
24th.  These  are  our 
first  documented 
summer  records. 

Water  is  not  the  only 
attractant  to  birds  in 
western  New  York. 
Extensive  grasslands 
near  the  Jamestown 
Airport  were  nesting 
habitat  for  the  elusive 
Henslow’s  Sparrow. 
Twan  Leenders,  the 
new  director  of  the 
Roger  Tory  Peterson  Institute,  and  others  documented  a 
nesting  colony  of  Henslow’s  Sparrows  at  the  grassland 
surrounding  the  airport,  following  discovery  in  June  by 
Kurt  Vanstrom.  An  observation  by  Leender’s  et  al.  noted 
14  American  Kestrels  at  the  airport  on  the  12th,  and  a 
count  of  80  Eastern  Meadowlarks  observed  there  by 
Kruitbosch  and  Johnson  on  August  16th,  are  exceptional 
numbers  from  one  location.  These  records  document  the 
airport  property  as  a  valuable  resource  in  western  New 


York  for  the  protection  of  species  dependent  on  minimally 
disturbed  grassland  habitat. 

Public  lands  in  the  B.O.S.  Study  Area  afford  bird 
watchers  the  opportunity  to  explore  a  variety  of  habitats 
that  attract  birds.  Buckhorn  Island  State  Park  on  Grand 
Island  is  a  good  example.  Human  and  Brenner  observed 
a  few  thousand  Purple  Martins  in  late  August  as  the 
martins  amassed  at  Buckhorn  Island  during  their 
migration  south.  Perhaps  the  congregation  of  martins  led 
to  a  significant  reduction  in  flying  insects  in  the  region 
around  northern  Grand  Island  late  in  the  month. 

With  approximately  90%  of  the  60,000  acres  of 
Allegany  State  Park  in  mature  forest,  the  park  offers  an 
expanse  of  woodland  unique  to  western  New  York.  A 
recently  fledged  Northern  Goshawk  heard  calling  by  Baird 
on  August  11th  exemplifies  the  attraction  of  this  forest  for 
species  seeking  large  tracts  of  relatively  wild  lands. 
Reports  by  Salembier  and  others  who  frequent  Amherst 
State  Park  indicate  this  park’s  attraction  to  late  summer 
and  early  fall  migrant  warblers.  Worthy  of  note  is  the 
increasingly  rare  Golden-winged  Warbler  Salembier 
found  at  Amherst  State  Park  on  the  30th.  Rock  Point 
Provincial  Park  in  Ontario  was  a  good  place  to  find  Yellow 
Warblers  with  an  impressive  count  of  80  reported  there 
on  the  5th  by  D’Anna  and  Potter.  The  Yellow  Warbler  is 
one  of  the  earliest  warblers  to  head  south  on  autumn 
migration  and  is  uncommon  after  August. 

With  the  exception  of  shorebirds,  the  dog  days  of 
August  are  often  labeled  as  a  time  when  not  much  bird 
activity  of  note  occurs  because  the  nesting  season  is 
pretty  much  over  and  the  major  thrust  of  fall  migration  has 
not  gotten  underway.  However,  looking  at  the  list  of 
species  found  by  B.O.S.  birders  for  August  2013 
suggests  that  is  a  mistaken  notion.  All  it  takes  to 
appreciate  August  birds  is  a  group  of  dedicated  bird 
enthusiasts  to  keep  watch. 

I  appreciate  David  Suggs  providing  me  with 
information  from  the  B.O.S.  data  base.  Mike  Morgante 
and  Gerry  Rising  were  kind  enough  to  review  this  article 
and  provide  helpful  suggestions. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Date  Guide 
to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high  counts  for  the 
species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting  methods  used  by 
observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  or  juv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Bruce  Chilton  88 
Pryor  Ave.,  Tonawanda,  NY  14150;  Email:  BChi314159@aol.com 


Species 

August 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Trumpeter  Swan 

18,  19;  24 

1  ad 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

D’Anna  et  al;  Morien 

Tundra  Swan 

25 

1 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Watson  et  al 

Gadwall 

17 

8 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie 

American  Wigeon 

4 

5 

Batavia  WWTP 

Humann 

Blue-winged  Teal 

12 

13 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien,  Martin 

a 

14 

11 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Morien 

Northern  Shoveler 

24 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Morien 

u 

26;  31 

7;  11 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morien  et  al;  Lawrence  et  al 

Northern  Pintail 

13 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

k 

25 

1 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Watson,  Happ  (BOS) 

u 

31 

3 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Green-winged  Teal 

11 F 

2 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

u 

24 

12 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Morien 

Redhead 

7;  29 

i;  i 

Times  Beach  NP 

Hauser;  Brenner 

Ring-necked  Duck 

27 

i 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

White-winged  Scoter 

24  F 

3 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Long-tailed  Duck 

22F 

1 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

Common  Goldeneye 

9 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

Common  Merganser 

25 

19 

Port  Colborne  (Ont) 

Morien  et  al 

u 

25 

142 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Watson,  Happ  (BOS) 

Ruddy  Duck 

28;  30 

5;  6 

Batavia  WWTP 

Salembier;  Morien 

Common  Loon 

4 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Humann 

u 

9,  10 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

u 

13,  14,  19 

1 

South  Dayton 

VerHague 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

7 

31 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Lawrence 

u 

27 

8 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Humann 

Red-necked  Grebe 

3.  4,  15 

7,  3,2 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Double-crest.  Cormorant 

7 

793 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Watson 

M 

8 

735 

Goat  1. 

Watson 

<1 

22 

900 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

American  Bittern 

13 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Collins 

tt 

23 

1 

Beaver  Meadow  Aud. 

Taylor 

Least  Bittern 

3 

3 

Tifft  NP 

Coleman 

u 

9 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Adams 

Great  Egret 

2 

50 

Motor  1. 

Watson 

u 

18;  28 

172;  183 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Morien  et  al;  Watson 

if 

17 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie 

Cattle  Egret 

30 

1 

Mayville 

VerHague 

Black-cr.  Night-Heron 

6 

1 

Sinking  Ponds  NS 

Holmes 

Black  Vulture 

24;  27 

1;  2 

Lewiston 

Watson,  Pawlicki;  Price 

Osprey 

4 

1 

Grand  1. 

Lazarczyk 

ci 

7 

3 

Wheatfield 

Watson 

u 

3;  24 

5;  3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Yoerg;  Holmes 

u 

12 

2  fledg 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

L&R  Goodridge 

If 

15 

1 

Tonawanda 

Hess 

If 

19 

2  ad,4yg 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

Bald  Eagle 

5 

1  ad 

Salamanca 

Baird 
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Species 

August 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

12 

1 

Fredonia 

Goetz 

(C 

12,  30 

3,2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

19,  23 

1  ad,  1  ad 

Eden 

Andrle 

M 

24 

4  ad, 3  imm 

Iroquois  NWR 

Holmes 

it 

30 

2  imm 

Sturgeon  Point 

Andrle 

Northern  Goshawk 

11 

1  juv 

Allegany  SP 

Baird 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

18 

1 

Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

D’Anna 

a 

23 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Virginia  Rail 

11 

1 

Beaver  Meadow  Aud. 

Rose 

u 

28 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Yoerg 

Sora 

18 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

tt 

28 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Yoerg 

American  Coot 

4;  20 

i;  i 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague;  Ziemba 

it 

30 

1 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Brenner 

Common  Gallinule 

28 

2  yg 

Tifft  NP 

Hess 

Sandhill  Crane 

14-24;  28 

2-4;  6 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Morien  et  al;  Watson 

Black-bellied  Plover 

9,  21 

2,4 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

a 

10;  13,  21 

2;  3,4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Holmes;  Morien  et  al 

a 

16;  22 

65;  67 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

D’Anna,  Potter;  Watson 

American  Golden-Plover 

19 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson,  Mitchell 

a 

29 

9 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

D’Anna 

a 

31 

5 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Semipalmated  Plover 

13 

21 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Killdeer 

22 

43 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Watson 

American  Avocet 

7 

3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague,  Salembier  et  al 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

14 

13 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Morien 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

24 

30 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Morien 

Sanderling 

11 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Lenz 

a 

21 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

a 

22 

1 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

9 

100 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

a 

14 

75 

Iroquois  NWR 

Mitchell 

Least  Sandpiper 

14;  19 

100;  130 

Iroquois  NWR 

Mitchell;  D’Anna 

White-rumped  Sandpiper 

7;  18 

1;  1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Lawrence;  Salembier 

a 

14 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Mitchell 

a 

16 

1 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

D’Anna,  Potter 

a 

16 

1 

Pinecrest  Point  (Ont) 

D’Anna,  Potter 

a 

29 

1 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Baird’s  Sandpiper 

16,  29 

1, 1 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

D’Anna,  Potter 

a 

18 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Salembier 

a 

21 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

a 

26-29 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

D’Anna;  several  observers 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

12;  23 

45;  30 

Iroquois  NWR 

Yoerg;  Morien 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

7,20,21;  25 

1,  1,6;  1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien  et  al;  B&D  DeLeon 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 

18;  21 

4;  6 

Iroquois  NWR 

Salembier;  Morien  et  al 

a 

22 

3 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Watson 

(( 

23 

1 

Bird  Island  Pier 

Brenner 

a 

24 

3 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Morien 

a 

31 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

11 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Yoerg 

a 

18 

8 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Salembier 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

27F;28;29 

3;  3;  2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morien  et  al;  Beattie;  Yoerg 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

3,4 

43,  73 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

a 

20-  24 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien;  Holmes 

Lauahina  Gull 

24 

1 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

18 

2,  1 

Goat  1. 

Watson 

a 

11 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Lenz 

a 

21 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

a 

24;  31 

4;  8 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Watson;  D’Anna,  Potter 

a 

25 

1 

Port  Colborne  (Ont) 

Watson,  Morien,  Jacklin  et 

a 

31 

1 

Olcott 

31 

Enders 

Caspian  Tern 

10;  18 

17;  15 

Iroquois  NWR 

Holmes;  Salembier 
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Species 

Black  Tern 
Common  Tern 
Common  Nighthawk 

it 

u 

it 

u 

u 

u 

it 

It 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

it 

American  Kestrel 
Merlin 

it 

u 

u 

u 

u 

it 

ii 

Peregrine  Falcon 

it 

it 

u 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher 

it 

Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher 

it 

it 

it 

Willow  Flycatcher 
Least  Flycatcher 

Eastern  Kingbird 

« 

it 

Philadelphia  Vireo 
Fish  Crow 

it 

Common  Raven 

u 

u 

Purple  Martin 

ii 

Tree  Swallow 

M 

Bank  Swallow 

« 

Barn  Swallow 

it 

it 

Swainson’s  Thrush 
Louisiana  Waterthrush 
Northern  Waterthrush 
Golden-winged  Warbler 
Blue-winged  Warbler 
Black-and-white  Warbler 

u 

Tennessee  Warbler 

it 

Nashville  Warbler 

it 

Hooded  Warbler 


August  Number 


7  4 


29 

191 

9,  14,  23 

2,  4,  1 

16F 

3 

17 

12 

18 

2 

21 

1 

23 

1 

24 

7 

27 

1 

30 

1 

11 

4 

25 

1 

12 

14 

5 

1 

6 

1 

10 

1 

11 

1 

12 

1 

20 

1 

21 

1 

22 

1 

4;  16 

1;  1 

15 

1 

25 

1 

25 

1 

24  F 

1 

25 

1 

18F 

1 

23,  29 

1,  1 

24 

1 

29 

1 

29 

1 

23 

1 

10 

7 

11 

15 

12 

14 

30F 

1 

16 

1 

24 

1 

2 

2 

8 

1 

10,  17 

2,  1 

3,  10 

30,  30 

27;  30 

3500;2000 

4 

275 

7 

300 

4 

285 

8 

920 

4 

240 

16 

125 

27 

230 

25 

1 

13,  24 

2,  1 

27  F,  28 

1,  1 

30F 

1  m 

17 

2  band 

22F 

1 

26 

1 

26  F 

1 

30 

1 

16F 

1 

25 

1 

23F 

1 

Location 

Tonawanda  WMA 
Windmill  Point  (Ont) 
Jamestown 
Williamsville 
Lancaster 
Iroquois  NWR 
Fort  Erie  (Ont) 
Tonawanda 
Beaver  Meadow  Aud. 

S.  Dayton 
Amherst  SP 
Point  Gratiot 
Fort  Erie  (Ont) 
Jamestown  Airport 
Salamanca 
N.  Buffalo 
Jamestown  Airport 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Iroquois  NWR 
S.  Dayton 
Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 
Iroquois  NWR 
Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Dunnville  (Ont) 

Buffalo 

Jamestown  Airport 

Aurora 

Williamsville 

Amherst  SP 

Wilson 

Alden 

Bethany 

Amherst  SP 

Busti 

Dunkirk  Airport 
Jamestown  Airport 
Amherst  SP 
Jamestown  Airport 
Niagara  Falls 
Ward 

Strykersville 

Alfred 

Point  Gratiot 
Buckhorn  I.  SP 
Batavia  WWTP 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Batavia  WWTP 
North  Tonawanda 
Batavia  WWTP 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Buckhorn  I.  SP 
Aurora 

Kenneglenn  NP  (Wales) 
Amherst  SP 
Amherst  SP 
Alfred 

Wainfleet  Bog  (Ont) 
Amherst  SP 
Amherst  SP 
Wilson 

R  T  Peterson  Institute 
Goat  I. 

Amherst  SP 


Qbserv<?r($) 

Lawrence 

D’Anna 

Kruitbosch 

Salembier 

Morse 

Morien,  Barth 

Yoerg 

Hess 

Fehringer 

VerHague 

Barth 

Lenz 

Morien  et  al 

Leenders  et  al 

Baird 

Yoerg 

Lenz 

Lenz 

Yoerg 

VerHague 

Yoerg 

Watson 

Carbone;  Morien 

Morien,  Barth,  Happ 

Burney,  Watson  et  al  (BOS) 

Burney,  Watson  et  al  (BOS) 

Leenders  et  al 

Holmes 

Salembier 

Salembier 

D’Anna 

Mitchell 

Beattie 

Salembier 

Berry 

Lenz 

Leenders  et  al 

Salembier 

Kruitbosch 

Morse 

Brooks 

Beattie 

Brooks 

Goetz 

Humann;  Brenner 

Humann 

Lawrence 

Humann 

Watson 

Humann 

Lazarczyk 

Humann 

Holmes 

Rose 

Salembier 

Salembier,  Pawlicki  et  al 

Brooks 

Watson 

Salembier 

Salembier 

Potter 

Leenders 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Salembier 
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Species 

August 

Number 

LpggtiQn 

Observer(s) 

Magnolia  Warbler 

24  F 

1 

TifftNP 

Salembier 

a 

27 

1 

Wilson 

Potter 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

23F 

1 

Wilson 

Potter,  D’Anna 

a 

23F 

2 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

23F 

1 

Wilson 

Potter,  D’Anna 

a 

23,  28 

1,4 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Yellow  Warbler 

5 

80 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

23F;  30 

4;  1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier;  Yoerg 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

23F 

1 

Wilson 

Potter,  D’Anna 

a 

26 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

24  F 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Salembier 

ti 

29 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Pine  Warbler 

4 

1 

Alfred 

Brooks 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

25F 

4 

Goat  1. 

D’Anna 

a 

25 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Potter 

Black-throat.  Green  Warbler 

23F;  30 

1;  1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier;  Yoerg 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

23F 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

a 

31 

1 

Wilson 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

11 

1 

Dunkirk  Airport 

Lenz 

Henslow’s  Soarrow 

21 

2  PV 

Jamestown  Airport 

Leenders  et  al 

Bobolink 

6 

46 

Dunkirk  Airport 

VerHague 

a 

10 

75 

Dunkirk  Airport 

Lenz 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

6 

500 

Iroquois  NWR 

Adams 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

16 

80 

Jamestown  Airport 

Kruitbosch,  Johnson 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

27 

178 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

Baltimore  Oriole 

15 

8 

Williamsville 

Salembier 

a 

24 

6 

Grand  Island(f) 

Lazarczyk 

Purple  Finch 

28 

2 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year 
New  species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  recorded  this  month: 

Total  for  the  year  (to  date)  2013: 


288 

2 

290 


Statisticians’  Note:  If  any  observer  wishes  to  know  the  status  of  their  verification  report,  please  contact  the  Statisticians 
and  we  will  give  them  the  reasons  for  our  decision.  Please  advise  us  of  any  errors  in  the  Noteworthy  Records. 
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September 


Jim  Pawlicki 


Overall,  September  2013  was  a  pleasant  and 
welcome  start  to  the  fall  season  in  Western  New  York. 

The  month  featured  a  few  days  of  summer-like  heat  and 
humidity,  as  well  as  late  fall-like  conditions  that  brought 
early  morning  frost  to  many  higher  elevation  sites  in  the 
southern  tier.  The  monthly  average  temperature  evened 
out  at  a  comfortable  61 .4  degrees  Fahrenheit,  0.8 
degrees  below  normal.  Rainfall  topped  out  at  3.53  inches, 
just  0.37  inches  below  normal,  and  with  most  falling  on 
the  21st  when  a  slow  moving  cold  front  brought  record 
setting  daily  rainfall  to  Buffalo  and  parts  of  the  Lake  Erie 
plain. 

For  diving  ducks  and  waterbirds,  the  fall’s  first  major 
movements  began  along  the  Lake  Ontario  shore,  while 
increasing  numbers  of  puddle  ducks  were  noted  at 
traditional  sites  such  as  the  Iroquois  NWR  complex  and 
Batavia  WWTR  Highlights  from  the  Ontario  lakeshore 
included  a  Red-necked  Grebe  in  Wilson  on  the  5th,  a  1st- 
year  Franklin’s  Gull  on  the  pier  at  Point  Breeze  (Orleans 
County)  on  the  18th,  and  small  numbers  of  Parasitic 
Jaegers  and  Forster’s  Terns  from  Fort  Niagara  to  Golden 
Hill  State  Parks. 

The  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie  in  Ontario  is  considered 
the  most  reliable  location  in  the  BOS  Study  Area  for 
shorebirds,  especially  during  the  fall  months.  At  least  18 
species  were  reported  from  the  north  shore  area, 
highlighted  by  counts  of  up  to  200  American  Golden- 
Plovers,  and  the  fall’s  only  reports  of  Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper  and  Red  Knot.  Historically  a  regular  spring  and 
fall  migrant  through  the  study  area,  Red  Knot  has  now 
become  exceptionally  scarce  within  the  last  decade.  In 
recent  years  observations  have  been  limited  only  to  the 
fall  months,  and  for  perhaps  the  first  time  ever  the  BOS 
went  without  a  report  in  2012.  Like  the  American  Golden- 
Plovers,  Red  Knots  are  considered  masters  of  long 
distance  migration.  The  North  American  breeding 
populations  (subspecies  Calidris  canutus  rufa)  complete 

one  of  the  longest 
migrations  of  any 
shorebird — some 
9,300  miles  from 
the  high  Canadian 
arctic  to  the 
farthest  reaches  of 
South  America. 


Intensive  population  surveys  conducted  during  the  early 
2000’s  have  shown  declines  by  up  to  75%  since  the 
1980’s,  the  primary  cause  being  the  overharvesting  of 
horseshoe  crabs  at  the  knot’s  staging  areas  along  the  US 
mid-Atlantic  coast.  During  spring  migration,  the  arrival  of 
the  knots  is  timed  with  the  laying  of  crab’s  eggs,  which 
then  become  the  knot’s  primary  food  source  during  the 
last  leg  of  their  journey.  Thankfully,  the  knot  population 
appears  to  have  stabilized  over  the  last  two  to  three 
years,  and  steps  are  currently  being  taken  with  federal 
and  state  agencies  to  appropriately  manage  the 


(Top)  Red  Phalarope  photographed  by  Willie  D’Anna  at  Oak 
Orchard  WMA  on  September  19th  and  (Bottom)  Red  Knot 
photographed  by  Kayo  Roy  at  Gastown,  Ontario  on 
September  Is*. 
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horseshoe  crab 
harvests  for  the 
benefit  of  knots  and 
other  shorebird 
species  that  depend 
on  the  eggs  to 
complete  their  spring 
migration. 

Apart  from  the 
north  Lake  Erie 
shore,  several 
observations  of 
shorebirds  were 
noted  at  the  Iroquois 
NWR  complex, 
Batavia  WWTP,  and 
Buffalo  Harbor.  A  Red 
Phalarope  found  by 
Andy  Guthrie  at  the 
Oak  Orchard  WMA 
on  the  19th  and  seen 
again  the  following 
day  is  only  the 
second  “inland” 
record  of  this  species, 
and  the  first  for 
Genesee  County.  The 
only  other  time  Red 
Phalarope  has  been 
documented  away 
from  the  Great  Lakes 
and  Niagara  River 
shores  was  on  29 
October  1972  on 
Chautauqua  Lake  in 
the  town  of 
Dewittville.  From  a 
historical  perspective 
Red  Phalaropes  have 
been  of  semi-regular  occurrence  in  the  region,  with  most 
observations  spanning  every  two  to  four  years.  This  is  in 
contrast  to  Red-necked  Phalarope,  which  can  be  seen  in 
small  numbers  on  a  nearly  annual  basis  from  August  to 
October  and  occasionally  in  late  May.  Other  sightings 
included  a  high  count  of  five  Baird’s  Sandpipers  seen  by 
Kurt  Fox  at  Batavia  WWTP  on  the  2nd,  and  two  Long¬ 
billed  Dowitchers  verified  by  Willie  D’Anna  on  the  19th  at 
the  Oak  Orchard  WMA. 

For  many  songbirds  in  Western  New  York,  the  first 
half  of  September  is  considered  a  turning  point  with  the 
last  of  the  common  summer  residents  heading  south  and 
the  final  large  push  of  northerly  breeding  neotropical 
migrants.  Songbird  highlights  included  a  male  Golden¬ 
winged  Warbler  at  Amherst  State  Park  on  the  1st,  Olive¬ 
sided  Flycatchers  at  three  widespread  locations,  and 
several  observations  of  Yellow-bellied  Flycatchers 
scattered  throughout  the  study  area.  On  the  7th,  a  high 
count  of  4,500  staging  Purple  Martins  was  made  by 
Morien  and  others  during  a  BOS  and  Buffalo  Audubon 
Society  sponsored  field  trip  to  Buckhorn  Island  State 
Park.  Purple  Martins,  along  with  Baltimore  Orioles  and 
Yellow  Warblers  are  some  of  our  more  common  summer 
residents  that  disappear  rather  abruptly  during  the  first 
two  weeks  of  September  as  they  leave  for  wintering 
areas  in  Central  and  South  America. 


Lastly,  on  the  28th  I  came  across  two  Nelson’s 
Sparrows  in  a  small  marsh  adjacent  to  the  Amherst  bike 
path  near  the  University  at  Buffalo  North  Campus.  Three, 
possibly  four  birds  were  seen  later  that  day  and  then 
again  the  following  day  by  several  parties.  Other  sightings 
of  the  species  at  this  location  were  made  in  2003  and 
2004,  and  this  month’s  observations  represent  only  the 
second  time  the  species  has  been  sighted  in  September. 
Over  the  last  decade,  Nelson’s  Sparrows  have  become  a 
rare,  but  regular  migrant,  usually  during  the  month  of 
October,  and  can  be  looked  for  in  wet  grassy  fields  or  the 
edges  of  larger  marshes  where  wetland  plants  like 
sedges,  rushes,  and  smartweed  grow  in  numbers. 


Literature  cited: 

DiTommaso,  D.,  Suggs,  D.,  B.O.S.  Noteworthy  Records 
Database.  1964-2011 

Monthly  Weather  Summary  for  September  2013.  Buffalo 
National  Weather  Service:  http://www.wbuf. noaa.gov/ 

Red  Knot.  US  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service-Northeast 

Region:  http://www.fws.aov/northeast/redknot/ 


(Top)  Short-billed  Dowitcher  photographed  by  Morse  at 
Rock  Point  Provincial  Park,  Ontario  on  September  8th  and 
(Bottom)  Long-billed  Dowitcher  photographed  by  D’Anna 
at  Oak  Orchard  NWR  on  September  19th. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Date  Guide 
to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high  counts  for  the 
species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting  methods  used  by 
observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  or  juv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Bruce  Chilton  88 
Pryor  Ave.,  Tonawanda,  NY  14150;  Email:  BChi314159@aol.com 


Species 

September 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Snow  Goose 

18F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

u 

20 

1 

Point  Abino  (Ont) 

Williams 

u 

24 

2 

Jamestown 

Kruitbosch 

Mute  Swan 

20 

6 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

Trumpeter  Swan 

16-22 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson,  Morien  et  al 

Wood  Duck 

2 

135 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox 

u 

5,  18 

133,  100 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Gadwall 

2;  19 

11;  21 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox;  Morien 

American  Black  Duck 

16 

18 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Blue-winged  Teal 

22 

100 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Northern  Shoveler 

24 

75 

Batavia  WWTP 

D’Anna 

Northern  Pintail 

13,22 

29,  47 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna,  Potter 

it 

16 

17 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Green-winged  Teal 

19 

527 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

D’Anna  et  al 

Redhead 

3;  5 

1 

Times  Beach  NP 

Hauser;  Brenner 

(C 

19 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

Ring-necked  Duck 

1-30 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Many  observers 

5 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morien,  Barth 

a 

22 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Grundman 

Greater  Scaup 

12 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Lesser  Scaup 

15 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Mitchell  et  al  (BOS) 

20 

9 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Watson 

White-winged  Scoter 

5 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Long-tailed  Duck 

22 

1 

Gallagher  Beach 

Barth,  Happ 

Ruddy  Duck 

16;  28 

10;  25 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson;  Barth 

Common  Loon 

13 

1 

Lancaster 

Morgante 

a 

13,  14 

2,4 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

7 

16 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Morien  et  al  (BOS) 

Horned  Grebe 

29 

7 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Red-necked  Grebe 

5 

2 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Double-crest.  Cormorant 

2 

681 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Watson 

u 

20 

950 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

American  Bittern 

8 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Coleman 

it 

14 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Mashburn 

U 

21 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Yoerg 

Least  Bittern 

9,  15 

2,2 

Tifft  NP 

Barth 

Great  Blue  Heron 

5 

112 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

u 

16 

90 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

Great  Egret 

16,  19 

171,  183 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

u 

22 

166 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Black-cr.  Night-Heron 

11 

9 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Black  Vulture 

12 

6 

Lewiston 

Watson,  Pawlicki 

K 

14 

5 

Artpark 

Barth,  Happ 

it 

14 

1 

Joseph  Davis  SP 

Kerr,  Coleman 

Bald  Eagle 

24 

16 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

if 

29 

15;  6 

Salamanca 

Lenz,  Walker;  Baird 

Virginia  Rail 

14 

1 

Conewango  Swamp  WMA 

Lenz 
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Species 

September 

Number 

u 

18 

1 

1C 

28 

2 

Sora 

14 

1 

u 

16 

1 

cc 

28 

3 

Common  Gallinule 

11 

21 

U 

24 

1 

Sandhill  Crane 

3 

6 

cc 

19 

2 

cc 

10;  22;  24 

3;  3;  5 

cc 

28 

2 

Black-bellied  Plover 

1,4 

1,  1 

cc 

20 

8 

cc 

21 

3 

cc 

24 

6 

American  Golden-Plover 

2,8 

56,  142 

cc 

4,7 

200,150 

cc 

4;  5 

4;  1 

cc 

12 

3 

cc 

12;  22 

2;  3 

cc 

21 

1 

cc 

24 

2 

Semipalmated  Plover 

20 

12 

cc 

19 

14 

Killdeer 

20 

82 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

20 

1 

cc 

21 

1 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

12;  24 

8;  8 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

19 

45 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

3;  8 

1;  1 

Red  Knot 

1  - 12 

1 

Sanderling 

1 

9 

cc 

2;  20 

3;  20 

cc 

5 

3 

cc 

14 

2 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

3 

85 

cc 

16 

60 

Least  Sandpiper 

3 

85 

White-rumped  Sandpiper 

3 

1 

cc 

12 

1 

cc 

21 

1 

cc 

28 

2 

Baird’s  Sandpiper 

1 

1 

cc 

2 

5 

cc 

3;  4 

1;  4 

cc 

3;  8 

3;  1 

cc 

8 

1 

cc 

14,  16 

2 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

18 

13 

Dunlin 

21 F 

1 

cc 

23;  28 

i;  4 

cc 

29 

i 

Buff-breasted  Sandpiper 

23 

1 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 

8 

1 

Long-billed  Dowitcher 

19 

2 

Dowitcher  species 

1 

1 

cc 

12 

1 

cc 

21 

2 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

19;  20 

12;  11 

Red  Phalarope 

19-20 

1 

Franklin’s  Gull 

18 

1 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

15;  22 

2;  2 

cc 

20 

7 

Location  Observer(s) 


Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Batavia  WWTP 

Barth,  Happ 

Conewango  Swamp  WMA 

Lenz 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Batavia  WWTP 

Barth,  Happ 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Batavia  WWTP 

D’Anna 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien;  Holmes;  Morien 

St.  Catharines  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Watson 

Porter 

Pawlicki 

Lowbanks  (Ont) 

Barth,  Happ 

Netherby  (Ont) 

D’Anna  et  al 

Port  Colborne  (Ont) 

B&J  Farnan,  Roy 

Newstead 

Mitchell;  Lazarczyk 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Watson,  Pawlicki 

Small  Boat  Harbor 

Humann;  Barth,  Happ 

Porter 

Pawlicki 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

Iroquois  NWR 

D’Anna 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Watson 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Watson 

Iroquois  NWR 

Yoerg 

Iroquois  NWR 

Mitchell;  Morien 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

D’Anna 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Yoerg;  D’Anna 

Port  Colborne  (Ont) 

Jacklin,  Roy  et  al 

Pt.  Breeze 

Fox 

Port  Colborne  (Ont) 

Barth,  Happ  et  al;  Yoerg 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Morgante 

Port  Colborne  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Port  Colborne  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

Porter 

Pawlicki 

Port  Colborne  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

Port  Colborne  (Ont) 

Roy,  J&B  Farnan,  Jacklin 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Yoerg;  Jacklin,  BonEnfant 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Yoerg;  D’Anna  et  al 

Jaeger  Rocks  (Ont) 

D’Anna  et  al 

Salamanca 

Lenz 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Porter 

Pawlicki 

Port  Colborne  (Ont) 

D’Anna;  Yoerg 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

D’Anna 

Lowbanks  (Ont) 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Port  Colborne  (Ont) 

D’Anna  et  al 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Morien,  D’Anna  et  al 

Port  Colborne  (Ont) 

Roy,  Jacklin  et  al 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

Iroquois  NWR 

Yoerg 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Morien  et  al;  Salembier 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

D’Anna,  Watson,  Guthrie  et  al 

Pt.  Breeze 

R.  Guthrie 

Goat  1. 

D’Anna;  Fell 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Watson,  Pawlicki 
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Species 

September 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

u 

21 

i 

Porter 

Pawlicki 

Caspian  Tern 

20 

2 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Watson 

ti 

22 

2 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna 

Common  Tern 

2,  12 

300,  500 

Long  Beach  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

u 

10 

3 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D’Anna 

Forster’s  Tern 

12 

3 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Watson,  Pawlicki 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

9F 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP  (Ont) 

D’Anna 

it 

30 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Jaeger  sp. 

5 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

14 

1 

Goat  1. 

Barth,  Happ 

Black-billed  Cuckoo 

14 

1 

Goat  1. 

Barth,  Happ 

Common  Nighthawk 

5 

2 

Amherst  SP 

Happ 

u 

7 

2 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Morien  et  al  (BOS) 

u 

9 

5 

Pomfret 

Mosher 

II 

9-11 

1  -2 

Tonawanda 

Hess 

II 

15 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

II 

19 

18 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Morien,  D’Anna  et  al 

Eastern  Whip-poor-will 

3,  12 

1,2 

Port  Colborne  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

Chimney  Swift 

25 

3 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

ii 

26 

2 

Manila 

Holmes 

Ruby-thr.  Hummingbird 

30 

1 

Buffalo 

Humann 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

1 

4 

Pt.  Gratiot 

VerHague 

ii 

1 

2 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Fox 

ii 

6 

3 

Como  Lake  CP 

Mitchell 

it 

12 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Humann 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

18F,  23,  30 

2,  14,  11 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

ii 

20 

1 

Tillman  Road  WMA 

Holmes 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

13 

1 

TifftNP 

Barth,  Happ 

Merlin 

9 

3 

NE  Buffalo 

Yoerg 

ii 

14;  16 

i;  i 

Conewango  Swamp  WMA 

VerHague;  Barth,  Happ 

it 

16 

1 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Humann 

ii 

18 

i 

Long  Beach  (Ont) 

D’Anna 

it 

25 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

ii 

28 

1 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

Peregrine  Falcon 

10 

1  juv 

Goat  1. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

ii 

12 

1 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Yoerg 

u 

15 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

ii 

20 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Salembier 

u 

22 

1  juv 

Porter 

D’Anna 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher 

3,  5 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D’Anna,  Potter 

ii 

3;  12,  13L 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Watson,  Happ  et  al;  Salembier 

Eastern  Wood-Pewee 

26 

2 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

ii 

26 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna  et  al 

ii 

26 

1 

Tillman  Road  WMA 

Holmes 

Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher 

1  - 18 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

ii 

4 

1 

TifftNP 

Barth,  Happ 

ii 

5,  10 

1,  1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D’Anna,  Potter 

ii 

13 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Potter,  D’Anna 

ii 

19 

1 

Pomfret 

Mosher 

Willow  Flycatcher 

5L 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Watson 

Least  Flycatcher 

16L 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Great  Crested  Flycatcher 

27L 

2 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Rising,  Hollister 

Eastern  Kingbird 

13,  14 

2 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna 

ii 

14 

2 

Joseph  Davis  SP 

Kerr 

ii 

14 

1 

Lewiston 

Kerr 

Yellow-throated  Vireo 

16 

3 

Salamanca 

Lenz 

ii 

18L 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Blue-headed  Vireo 

9F 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Warbling  Vireo 

15 

3 

TifftNP 

Watson  et  al 

ii 

18L 

1 

Long  Beach  (Ont) 

D’Anna 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

5 

1 

Goat  1. 

Potter,  D’Anna 

ii 

5 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Yoerg 

ii 

9;  15 

1;  3 

TifftNP 

Watson;  Mitchell  et  al  (BOS) 

ii 

13 

1 

Tillman  Road  WMA 

Holmes 
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Species 

September 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

M 

16 

7 

Salamanca 

Lenz 

Purple  Martin 

1 

2 

Williamsville 

Salembier 

u 

7 

4500 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Morien,  Thomas,  Coleman 

a 

7 

4 

Clarence 

Morgante 

Tree  Swallow 

16 

650 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Bank  Swallow 

16 

8 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

it 

27L 

4 

Shelby 

Morien 

Tufted  Titmouse 

26 

11 

Aurora 

Holmes 

Winter  Wren 

9 

1 

Wilson 

Potter,  D’Anna 

ii 

16,  23 

2,  15 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Marsh  Wren 

25 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

it 

28 

4 

Batavia  WWTP 

Barth,  Happ 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 

25 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

23F 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

ii 

25 

12 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

5F 

1 

Wilson 

Potter,  D’Anna 

ii 

5F 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Veery 

17L 

1 

Krull  Park,  Olcott 

D’Anna 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

5 

1 

N.  Buffalo 

Yoerg 

ii 

8,  30 

1,  1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

it 

9 

1 

Wilson 

Potter,  D’Anna 

it 

27 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Rising,  Hollister 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

3,  17,  23 

2,  10,  6 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

ii 

9 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna 

Hermit  Thrush 

26F 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna  et  al 

Wood  Thrush 

20L 

1 

Jamestown 

Leenders 

American  Pipit 

17F 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 

ii 

23 

8 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Brenner 

Ovenbird 

29L 

1 

Watts  Flats  WMA 

Berry 

Northern  Waterthrush 

17L 

1 

Boutwell  Hill  SF 

VerHague 

Golden-winged  Warbler 

1 L 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

20L 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Gainey 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

9F 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

ii 

10,  23,  30 

1,  1,  1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Mourning  Warbler 

9 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Watson,  Humann 

ii 

22L 

1 

Forestville 

VerHague 

Hooded  Warbler 

24L 

1 

Leon 

Watson 

Cape  May  Warbler 

IF,  25 

1,  1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

ii 

15 

4 

Tifft  NP 

Mitchell  (BOS) 

Northern  Parula 

3F,  29 

1,  1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

it 

12 

4 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

ii 

27 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Rising,  Hollister 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

5;  25 

6;  1 

Amherst  SP 

Yoerg,  Watson;  Salembier 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

5;  27 

3;  1 

Amherst  SP 

Yoerg,  Watson;  Salembier 

Yellow  Warbler 

22L 

1 

Times  Beach  NP 

Gainey 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

5;  25 

5;  1 

Amherst  SP 

Watson,  Yoerg;  Salembier 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

5;  29 

3;  1 

Amherst  SP 

Yoerg,  Watson;  Salembier 

ii 

16 

35 

Salamanca 

Lenz 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

29 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Palm  Warbler 

7F 

3 

Tifft  NP 

Kerr 

ii 

10 

1 

Goat  1. 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

9 

14 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

ii 

27 

21 

Goat  1. 

D’Anna 

Black-throat.  Green  Warbler 

5;  27 

3;  7 

Amherst  SP 

Watson  et  al;  Salembier 

Canada  Warbler 

IF;  5 

1;  1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier;  Watson,  Yoerg 

ii 

22 

1 

Times  Beach  NP 

Gainey 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

3;  27 

4;  2 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Nelson’s  Sparrow 

28,  29 

2,3 

Amherst 

Pawlicki,  Morien  et  al 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

4F,  27 

1,  1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

ii 

17 

1 

Olcott 

D’Anna 

White-throated  Sparrow 

6 

1 

Alfred 

Brooks 

u 

10F 

1 

Wilson 

Potter,  D’Anna 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

24  F 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Scarlet  Tanager 

16 

8 

Salamanca 

Lenz 
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•  Species 

September 

Number 

Location 

Qbserver(s) 

23 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

24 

2 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

a 

25 

1 

Grand  Island 

Lazarczyk 

Indigo  Bunting 

2 

2 

Harris  Hill  SF 

Kruitbosch 

u 

14 

2 

Conewango  Swamp  WMA 

VerHague 

u 

20 

1 

Aurora 

Holmes 

u 

29 

1 

Ellington 

Lenz 

Bobolink 

1 

30 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Morien 

it 

19 

4 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

D’Anna  et  al 

u 

24 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Rusty  Blackbird 

20F 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Salembier 

u 

24 

8 

Shelby 

Morien 

Baltimore  Oriole 

5L 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year:  290 

New  species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  recorded  this  month:  6 

Total  for  the  year  (to  date)  2013:  296 


Statisticians’  Note:  If  any  observer  wishes  to  know  the  status  of  their  verification  report,  please  contact  the  Statisticians 
and  we  will  give  them  the  reasons  for  our  decision.  Please  advise  us  of  any  errors  in  the  Noteworthy  Records. 


September  BOS  Field  Trip  to  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  (Photographs  taken  by  Karen  Lee  Lewis). 
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Fall  -  Winter  Calendar  & 
Announcements 

Buffalo-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 

Bird  Hotline  1-877-698-3261  (if  busy  866-321-4255  or 
614-384-2335) 

Nov.  13:  Wednesday.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  at  Cummings 
Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Holly  Sweeney,  our 
BOS  April  Count  Complier,  will  discuss  the  results  of  the  April 
Count.  Dr.  Robert  DeLeon  will  report  on  the  May  Count. 

Dec.  1:  Niagara  River  Field  joint  trip  with  Rochester  Birding 
Association,  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Meet  at  9:00  AM  at  Fort 
Niagara  State  Park  in  the  parking  lot  just  outside  the  old  fort. 
Make  sure  you  have  a  passport,  passport  card,  Nexus,  or 
enhanced  drivers  license.  Dress  warmly.  Leaders:  RBA  Bob 
Spahn  (585-671-5690  or  RSPAHN@prodigy.net)  BOS  leader 
Tom  O'Donnell  (716-284-5569  or 
tmodomel^  ). 

Dec. 11:  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Annual  Holiday 
Celebration  at  7:00  PM  in  the  Cummings  Room  of  the  Buffalo 
Science  Museum.  Please  bring  a  treat  to  share  and  enjoy  an 
evening  of  birding  friendship.  We  will  also  have  the  election  of 
officers  for  2013. 

Christmas  Bird  Counts 

Dec.  14:  Saturday,  Wilson-Lake  Plains  CBC.  Compiler:  Garner 
Light  (7 1 6-491-4408  or  gamerlight@hQtmaiLcom). 

Dec.  14:  Saturday,  St.  Bonaventure  CBC.  Compiler:  Regina  M. 
VanScoy  (71 6  -  925-7 1 09  or  vanscoy7 1 6@hughes.net. 

Dec.  15:  Sunday.  B.O.S.  CBC.  Compiler:  David  Gordon, 
dg.Qid.Q.np.h.Qt.Q@y.ab.QQ.,QQm,  or  716-390-1429. 

Dec.  15:  Sunday,  St.  Catharines  CBC.  Compiler:  Marcie  Jacklin, 
(mjacklin@brocku.ca  or  905-871-2577). 

Dec.  15:  Sunday,  Jamestown  CBC.  Compiler:  Bill  Seleen 
(wseieen@stny.rr.com  or  716-664-4204). 

Dec.  21:  Saturday,  7:30  AM.  Beaver  Meadow  CBC.  Compiler: 
Chuck  Bartlett,  (bartlett@buffaloaudubonorg)  or  call  Jackie  at 
Beaver  Meadow  (585-457-3228). 

Dec.  27:  Friday,  Oak  Orchard  CBC.  Compiler:  Celeste  Morien 
(585-721-8202  or  celeste.morien@gmail.com). 

Dec.  27:  Friday,  Niagara  Falls  (ON/NY)  CBC.  Compiler:  (Ontario) 
Kayo  Roy,  kavoroy@niagara.com  or  905-892-4433,  (New  York 
State)  Willie  D’Anna,  dannapotter@roadrunner.com  or 
716-751-3637. 

Dec.  28:  Saturday,  Hamburg-East  Aurora  CBC.  Compiler  Tom 
O’Donnell,  (tmodonnell@roadrunner.com  or  716-284-5569). 


Noteworthy  Records  Database  -  Update 
and  Download 

David  F.  Suggs 

The  B.O.S.  Noteworthy  Records  Database,  started  by 
Dean  DiTommasso  circa  1988,  has  been  updated  through 
2012.  There  are  now  over  100,000  records  in  the  database, 
as  published  in  the  Prothonotary  between  1964  and  2012. 
The  database  has  been  reordered  following  the  54th 
Supplement  of  the  AOU  7th  Checklist  ( The  Auk  1 30(3): 
558-571, 2013).  Prior  records  had  been  organized  by  the 
44th  Supplement. 

To  provide  this  data  to  BOS  members,  I  have  uploaded 
a  Microsoft  Access  database  and  Excel  2010  version  of  the 
records  into  a  shared  folder  on  the  Dropbox  storage 
website.  Members  who  would  like  to  download  these  files 
may  contact  me  with  an  email.  I  will  add  your  email  to  the 
shared  folder,  and  then  Dropbox  will  send  an  invitation  with 
directions  to  the  files. 

Good  news  for  spreadsheet  users  -  Excel  2010  can 
load  up  to  one  million  rows  or  record  lines.  This  is  more 
than  enough  for  all  the  records  in  the  BOS  database.  The 
Excel  file  on  Dropbox  has  been  formatted  as  a  table,  which 
simplifies  filtering  and  selecting  records  in  this  massive 
spreadsheet.  Access  software  has  the  advantage  of  using 
queries  to  select  records,  reports  to  view  and  print  records, 
and  other  programming  features  that  I  cannot  begin  to 
comprehend.  However,  Access  is  usually  not  included  in 
Microsoft  Office  software  packages,  so  the  option  to  use 
Excel  should  make  the  database  user-friendly  for  more 
BOS  members. 

As  in  the  past,  I  will  be  glad  to  provide  selected  records  to 
assist  any  researchers.  Please  contact  me  at 
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THE  MONTH:  October 

Bill  Watson 


The  Weather:  It  was  a  wet  and  warm  October.  The 
month’s  mean  average  temperature  was  54.2  °F  (3.4  °F 
above  normal).  The  first  two-thirds  of  the  month  were  a 
continuation  of  the  warmth  of  summer.  The  first  day  with 
a  below  normal  mean  temperature  was  on  the  20th,  and 
the  last  third  of  the  month  was  cool.  The  total  precipitation 
was  7.00  inches,  3.48  inches  above  normal,  making  it  the 
sixth  wettest  October  in  Buffalo’s  history.  The  month’s 
strongest  winds  on  the  7th  gusting  from  the  west- 
southwest  reached  44  mph,  and  were  at  least  partly 
responsible  for  Pomarine  and  Parasitic  Jaeger  sightings 
in  the  Buffalo-Fort  Erie  area.  History  has  shown  that 
strong  southwest  and  west-southwest  winds  are 
associated  with  near  shore  sightings  of  birds,  such  as 
jaeger  species,  that  are  more  common  further  off  shore. 
Despite  all  the  rain  the  possible  sunshine  for  the  month  of 
52%  was  slightly  above  average. 


Early  arrivals:  Around  9:35  AM  on  the  5th  an  adult 
Northern  Gannet  was  seen  at  Golden  Hill  State  Park  by 
Rick  Thomas,  Willie  D’Anna,  and  Celeste  Morien.  Jim 
Pawlicki  then  saw  it  at  Fort  Niagara  and  took  photos  from 
10:12  to  10:20  AM,  of  the  bird  “in-flight  (active  foraging 
flight  with  occasional  gliding/shearwatering),  and  on  three 
occasions  plunge-diving  and  briefly  sitting  on  the  water.” 
An  hour  later  Jean  Iron  and  other  birders  saw  the  gannet 
outside  BOS  study  area  at  Van  Wagners  Beach  in 
Hamilton,  Ontario,  at  about  11:20,  and  Jean  posted  on 
Ontbirds  at  1 1 :27  AM.  If  we  assume  the  gannet  traveled 
one-way  and  roughly  followed  the  shoreline,  this  implies  it 
traveled  at  47  mph  between  Golden  Hill  SP  and  Fort 
Niagara  and  37  mph  between  Fort  Niagara  and  Van 
Wagner’s  Beach.  Northern  Gannets  are  rarely  seen  in  our 
area.  Those  that  are  seen  are  juveniles  that  occur  mostly 
in  November  and  December.  There  are  only  four  other 
records  of  this  species  in  October.  Although  the  age  is  not 
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The  Month 

always  given  in  the 

Bill  Watson 

literature,  this  is 

100 

Noteworthy  Records 

Bruce  Chilton  &  Statisticians 

the  first 
documented 
occurrence  of  an 

105 

October  Count  -  2013 

adult  Northern 

Marcie  Jacklin 

Gannet  observed 

110 

L.  Ontario  Plain  Field  Trip 

Willie  D’Anna 

in  our  area. 

110 

Calendar 

Late  Departures: 

On  the  30th  of  October  Kim  Marie  Markel  found  a  dead 
bird  she  tentatively  identified  as  a  Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird  at  SUNY  Buffalo  State,  that  the  statisticians 
accepted  as  a  hummingbird  species.  Since  she  walks 
past  this  glass  enclosed  entrance  every  day,  she  was 
convinced  it  had  died  recently.  If  it  was  a  Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird,  it  would  have  been  our  second  latest  fall 
record. 


White-eyed  Vireo  is  a  very  rare  fall  migrant  with  only 


at  Fort  Niagara  State  Park  on  October  5th  and  (Bottom) 
adult  female  Brown  Booby  photographed  by  Dominic 
Sherony  at  Buffalo  Harbor  on  October  9th. 


12%  of  our  records 
between  August  and 
December, 
inclusively.  For  the 
first  time  in  BOS 
history  we  have  two 
occurrences  in 
October.  The 
immature 

photographed  at  Tifft 
Nature  Preserve  by 
Troy  and  Nicole 
Ploger  on  the  28th  is 
our  second  latest 
record,  while  the 
adult  photographed 
by  Cameron  Williams 
and  Susan  Merritt  on 
the  25th  at  Point 
Abino  is  tied  for  the 
third  latest  record. 

During  the 
October  1 3th  BOS 
Annual  Bird  Count, 
Robert  DeLeon 
spotted  a  “warm 
brown  cinnamon 
color”  “medium  sized 
thrush”  on  "the 
wooded  trail  near  the 
marsh”  at  Tillman 
Road  WMA.  Although 
there  are  only  two 
records  of  Veery  in 
the  1960-2012 
Noteworthy  Record 
Data  Base  during 
October,  this  is  the 
eighth  record  in  78 
years  of  Annual  BOS  October  Counts.  Only  the  Veery 
seen  on  the  October  16,  1983  count  is  a  later  migrant. 

Not  until  2011  did  we  have  October  records  of  Clay- 
colored  Sparrows;  however,  we  now  have  had  one  each 
in  2011,  2012,  and  2013!  Six  of  our  seven  latest  Clay- 
colored  Sparrows  have  occurred  in  the  last  seven  years. 
Some  people  attribute  this  increase  to  climate  change, 
while  others  suggest  an  increase  in  the  population,  due  to 
this  species  range  expansion.  The  bird  found  this  year  by 
Richard  Salembier  on  October  28th  in  Amherst  State  Park 
is  by  far  the  latest  ever.  The  previous  late  record  was  the 
one  found  last  year  by  Jim  Pawlicki  at  Bennett  Beach  on 
the  13th  and  seen  later  by  Joe  Mitchell  on  the  15th. 

The  latest  ever  Lincoln’s  Sparrow  was  also  observed 
at  Amherst  State  Park  by  Pawlicki  and  Salembier  on  the 
28th.  The  previous  late  record  was  the  Lincoln’s  Sparrow 
found  by  Terry  Mosher  on  the  26th  in  Pomfret  in 
Chautauqua  County. 

Rarities:  On  the  9th  at  Golden  Hill  State  Park  in 
Somerset,  Niagara  County,  Betsy  Potter,  Sue  Barth,  and 
Willie  D’Anna  had  the  good  fortune  of  observing  a  Pacific 
Loon  flying  over  Lake  Ontario  at  a  distance  of  about  300 
yards.  Betsy  first  saw  this  odd  loon  that  did  not  seem  to 
be  a  Common  Loon  or  Red-throated  Loon.  Willie  reported 
in  his  verification  report:  “It  was  clearly  smaller  than  a 


Common  Loon  (we  saw  over  100  this  morning)  with  a 
smaller  bill  and  smaller  feet  extending  behind  the  tail.  The 
head  and  neck  were  thicker  than  the  skinny  head  and 
neck  of  a  Red-throated  Loon.  The  crown  and  forehead 
anterior  to  the  nape  were  dark,  appearing  blackish.  The 
wings  were  unmarked  and  appeared  blackish.  The  back 
and  tail  were  blackish  with  a  white  patch  on  the  right  side 
of  the  back  that  was  longer  than  it  was  wide.  Due  to  the 
tilt  of  the  loon’s  body  with  its  belly  generally  angled 
toward  land,  I  was  only  able  to  see  this  after  the  bird  had 
passed  at  some  distance  and  was  going  away  from  us.  I 
was  unable  to  see  the  other  white  patch  on  the  left  side  of 
the  back.  The  ventral  body  was  mostly  white  but  there 
was  dark  bordering  the  pale  nape  on  the  side  of  the  neck 
and  some  dark  that  crossed  the  foreneck  in  the  throat 
area.  The  combination  of  white  and  blackish  on  the 
foreneck  indicated  to  me  that  the  bird  was  in  a  transitional 
plumage.” 

On  May  22,  1944,  Brockner  and  Tulinuff  saw  a  small 
loon,  with  a  number  of  characteristics  suggesting  it  was 
likely  an  Arctic  Loon.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  Axtell  on  April 
26,  1959  have  a  very  detailed  account  of  an  Arctic  Loon, 
observed  initially  at  Point  Breeze  on  April  26,  1959,  in 
Birds  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region  (pp  80-81).  Then,  in 
1985,  theAOU  split  the  two  very  similar  races  of  Arctic 
Loon  and  Pacific  Loon  into  two  species,  much  to  the 
chagrin  of  birders  that  try  to  differentiate  these  two  very 
similar  species.  However,  since  no  specimens  of  proven 
Arctic  Loon  have  been  found  in  eastern  North  America,  it 


(Top)  White-eyed  Vireo  photographed  by  Troy  and  Nicole 
Plodger  at  Tifft  NP  on  October  28th  and  (Bottom)  a  second 
White-eyed  vireo  photographed  by  Cameron  Williams  and 
Susan  Merritt  at  Pt.  Abino,  Ontario  on  October  25th. 
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is  widely  and  perhaps  accurately  assumed  by  most 
birders  that  they  are  looking  at  a  Pacific,  rather  than 
Arctic  Loon.  The  other  three  accepted  records  of  this 
species  in  the  BOS  Study  Area,  including  NYSARC 
records,  are  a  November  11,  1995  Pacific  Loon  reported 
by  Stephen  Kelling  and  a  November  24,  1996  record 
reported  by  Robert  Spahn  at  the  Niagara  River  gorge  at 
Niagara  Falls,  and  a  third  record  on  October  15,  2012 
reported  by  Willie  D’Anna  at  Wilson. 

When  an  extremely  rare  bird  appears  before  an 
observer,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  rarity  of  the  bird  can  be 
directly  proportional  to  the  number  of  expletives  uttered 
profusely  by  the  observer  after  they  have  recognized 
such  a  mega-rarity.  This  was  the  case  with  the  BROWN 
BOOBY  found  and  identified  by  Jim  Pawlicki  and  also 
seen  by  Willie  D’Anna,  Betsy  Potter,  and  Sue  Barth  from 
the  tower  at  Erie  Basin  Marina  on  the  7th.  This  very 
cooperative  tropical  sulid  was  documented  by  a  plethora 
of  amateur  ornithologists  viewing  it  from  both  Buffalo  and 
Fort  Erie  until  the  22nd.  Later  in  the  month  the  bird 
appeared  at  Long  Point  Provincial  Park,  and  then  on 
November  2nd  returned  to  the  BOS  territory  at  Mohawk 
Point  where  it  appeared  moribund.  It  then  surprised  the 
observers  just  before  9:25  AM  by  taking  off  and  flying  in 
the  direction  of  Rock  Point  P.  P.  This  is  the  first  record  for 
the  BOS  study  area,  the  first  Ontario  record,  and  the  first 
for  the  Great  Lakes.  This  was  the  fifth  inland  record  of 
Brown  Booby  in  the  United  States  away  from  the 
southwestern  portion  of  the  country.  The  four  previous 
records  were  from  the  states  of  Arkansas,  New  Jersey, 
Texas  (central),  and  Virginia.  Oddly,  like  the  Buffalo 
Brown  Booby,  all  were  adult  females  and  not  tropical 
storm  related.  It  is  likely  that  if  had  we  predicted  the  next 
five  new  avian  species  to  occur  in  the  BOS  territory,  very 
few,  if  any  of  us  would  have  listed  Brown  Booby. 

The  adult  Thayer’s  Gull  identified  by  Jim  Pawlicki  on 
the  29th  at  Goat  Island  represents  our  first  documented 
October  noteworthy  record.  Thayer’s  Gulls  have  likely 
occurred  regularly  in  our  study  area  in  late  October; 
however,  they  have  not  been  documented  by  verification 
report  and  accompanied  by  photographs  that  show  the 
salient  features  for  identification  (as  requested  in  the 
latest  Verification  Date  Guide  (Morgante,  2012)). 
Identification  of  this  species  remains  very  difficult  as  there 
is  evidence  of  interbreeding  between  Thayer’s  and 
Iceland  Gulls  and  evidence  from  widely  separated 
localities  that  color  pattern  differences  between  them  are 
completely  bridged  by  individual  variation  (see  Morgante, 
2006;  Morgante,  2012  for  a  more  detailed  discussion  of 
this  topic). 

We  have  two  records  of  Pomarine  Jaeger  this  month. 
Jim  Pawlicki  found  one  at  Buffalo  Flarbor  on  the  7th,  and 
Willie  D’Anna  discovered  the  other  on  the  8th  at  Golden 
Hill  State  Park.  Between  1895  and  1960  we  have  four 
October  records  of  Pomarine  Jaeger  (three  were 
specimens).  Between  1960  and  1996  there  was  a  hiatus. 
Since  1996  there  have  been  nine  October  occurrences  of 
Pomarine  Jaeger. 

Matt  Zymanek  found  a  dead  Barn  Owl  in  West 
Seneca,  on  the  Rt.  400  exit.  This  bird  may  have  been 
resident  or  a  migrant.  In  Birds  of  the  Niagara  Frontier 
Region,  the  dates  of  September  21  to  November  7  are 
given  with  the  phrase  “migratory  to  some  extent.”  An 
alternate  explanation  is  the  bird  was  released  from  the 


nearby  Hawk  Creek  Wildlife  Rehabilitation  Center 
(HCWRC)  in  East  Aurora.  The  owl  was  not  banded 
however,  eliminating  this  possibility.  According  to  Loretta 
Jones,  founder  and  executive  director  at  HCWRC,  she 
indicated  that  following  rehabilitation  of  the  birds  “we 
band  all  of  our  barn  owls  before  release.”  During  the  past 
five  to  six  years,  one  of  these  released  birds  was 
recovered  in  Ohio,  four  years  after  the  bird  was  released, 
and  one  was  recovered  in  Long  Island,  NY.  The  Ohio  and 
Long  Island,  NY  locations  are  about  400  miles  from  the 
release  site  but  in  opposite  directions.  Another  recovery 
was  local,  a  breeding  pair  near  Rochester  (Jones  2013). 

Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  October  Counts  show 
an  interesting  trend  with  Barn  Owls.  In  the  first  half 
(1 935-1 973)  of  the  October  Counts  a  total  of  22  Barn 
Owls  were  counted,  but  in  the  second  half  of  the  counts 
(1974-2013)  only  two  were  found,  one  in  1977  and  the 
other  in  1989.  It  is  likely  that  the  closing  of  dairy  farms 
and  the  associated  decrease  in  grassland  and  pasture, 
as  well  as  major  changes  in  farming  methods,  have 
caused  not  only  numbers  of  grassland  birds  to  plummet, 
but  also  a  decrease  in  the  predatory  birds  that  forage  in 
grasslands  such  as  the  Barn  Owl  and  one  of  its  diurnal 
equivalents,  the  Northern  Harrier. 

High  Counts:  The  count  of  83  Bald  Eagles  on  the 
27th  by  Tim  Baird  at  Allegheny  Reservoir  is  a  truly 
astonishing  record.  On  December  5,  2004,  15  immatures 
and  11  adults  were  found  at  the  same  location.  Away  from 
the  reservoir,  at  Dunkirk  Harbor,  there  were  19  counted 
on  February  18,  2010.  It’s  nice  to  see  that  this  species  is 
making  a  dramatic  recovery  and  can  now  be  found  in 
numbers  throughout  the  region  all  year. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Mike  Zebehazy,  and  Jim 
Pawlicki,  for  making  helpful  suggestions  for  The  Month, 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Verification 
Date  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and 
placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high 
counts  for  the  species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting 
methods  used  by  observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  or  juv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Bruce  Chilton  88 
Pryor  Ave.,  Tonawanda,  NY  14150;  Email:  BChi314159@aol.com 


Species  October  Number  Location  Observer(s) 


Gr.  White-fronted  Goose 

15F  - 18 

1 

Lyndonville 

Morien,  D’Anna,  Potter 

u 

26 

1 

Yates 

Pawlicki,  D’Anna  (BOS) 

Snow  Goose 

8 

2 

Hamburg  Town  Park 

Watson  et  al 

(i 

12 

1 

Findley  Lake 

Lenz 

u 

12;  21 

i;  3 

Oakfield 

Fox;  Mitchell 

u 

29 

i 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 

Holmes 

Brant 

5F 

382 

Shadigee 

Barth,  Happ 

ll 

6 

52 

Point  Breeze 

Gyllenhaal,  Lawrence 

u 

6,  22 

3,3 

Erie  Basin  Marina 

Mitchell 

u 

18 

57 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna,  Morien  et  al 

u 

20 

6 

Olcott 

D’Anna,  Potter 

u 

23 

4 

Sunset  Bay,  Irving 

VerHague 

Cackling  Goose 

11 F;  12 

2;  6 

Beaver  Meadow  Audubon 

Kerr;  Mark 

u 

17;  26 

1 

Lyndonville 

Morien;  D’Anna  (BOS) 

u 

21;  30 

6;  7 

Oakfield 

Mitchell;  Watson 

it 

27 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna,  Morien 

Canada  Goose 

11 

5600 

Oakfield 

Watson 

Mute  Swan 

25 

6 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Tundra  Swan 

24F;  30 

i;  i 

Iroquois  NWR 

Vigyikan;  Watson 

u 

27 

9 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

Gadwall 

21 

54 

LaSalle  Park,  Buffalo 

Watson 

u 

27 

24 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

ii 

30 

56 

Tifft  NP 

D’Anna  et  al 

American  Wigeon 

5 

39 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna  et  al 

American  Black  Duck 

5 

32 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna  et  al 

Blue-winged  Teal 

22;  30L 

i;  1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien;  Watson 

Northern  Shoveler 

11,  30 

181,  192 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Northern  Pintail 

5 

272 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna,  Morien  et  al 

u 

22 

250 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Green-winged  Teal 

5;  11 

187;  105 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Morien,  D’Anna  et  al;  Watson 

u 

28 

565 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna  et  al 

Canvasback 

19F 

1 

South  Dayton 

VerHague 

u 

28 

2 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna 

Redhead 

8 

40 

Hamburg  Town  Park 

Watson 

ii 

18 

3 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna 

u 

19 

17 

South  Dayton 

VerHague 

u 

25 

35 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Kruitbosch 

Ring-necked  Duck 

4;  11 

i;  2 

Tifft  NP 

Watson;  Salembier 

u 

11;  30 

22;  52 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

u 

27 

7 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Morien,  D’Anna 

Greater  Scaup 

27 

60 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson 

u 

29 

336 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

Lesser  Scaup 

27 

105 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna,  Morien 

Harlequin  Duck 

16F 

2 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Skevington,  Juurlink 

u 

17 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Potter,  Morien  et  al 

Surf  Scoter 

7F;  27 

8;  20 

Bird  1.  Pier 

Brenner,  Salembier; 
Watson 

100 


Species 

October 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

ii 

8 

7 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna 

M 

8 

13 

Hamburg  Town  Park 

Guthrie 

It 

11;  19 

20;  80 

Erie  Basin  Marina 

Lenz;  Crinz 

U 

22 

75 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

D’Anna,  Potter 

It 

27 

1 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon 

II 

30 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

White-winged  Scoter 

7 

2 

Bird  1.  Pier 

Watson 

a 

27 

318 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna  et  al 

Black  Scoter 

7F 

1 

Bird  1.  Pier 

Brenner,  Salembier 

u 

11 

2 

Erie  Basin  Marina 

Carlson 

it 

18,  27 

7,  14 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna  et  al 

a 

22 

20 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Long-tailed  Duck 

11 

5 

Erie  Basin  Marina 

Lenz  et  al 

a 

17;  27 

16;  381 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna  et  al;  D’Anna,  Morien 

ii 

27 

390 

Buffalo 

Watson 

Bufflehead 

22 

24 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

D’Anna,  Potter 

ii 

24 

18 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna  et  al 

ii 

30 

26 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Common  Goldeneye 

24 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna  et  al 

ii 

29 

38 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

1 

22 

Wilson 

D’Anna,  Morien 

a 

27 

415 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna,  Morien 

Ruddy  Duck 

27;  30 

2452;  2081 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox;  Watson 

ii 

27 

97 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

k 

29 

100 

South  Dayton 

VerHague 

ii 

30 

27 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

Red-throated  Loon 

9F 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Pryor 

ii 

17 

1 

Squaw  1. 

Coleman 

u 

27 

23 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Morien,  D’Anna 

Pacific  Loon 

18 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna  et  al 

Common  Loon 

1 

7 

Wilson 

D’Anna,  Morien 

ii 

14,  27 

213,  274 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna,  Morien 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

18 

16 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Morgante 

it 

25 

23 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Leenders,  Kruitbosch 

Horned  Grebe 

15 

47 

Shadigee 

Watson 

Red-necked  Grebe 

27 

11 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna,  Morien 

Eared  Grebe 

8;  27 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie;  Morse 

Brown  Boobv 

7,8,9 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Pawlicki  et  al 

it 

7,  10 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

D‘Anna  et  al 

it 

8 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson  et  al 

ii 

9 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Roy,  Sherony  et  al 

it 

17 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

R  Goodridge 

it 

20 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Black,  L  Goodridge 

it 

22 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Mitchell 

Northern  Gannet 

5 

1  ad 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Pawlicki 

it 

5 

1  ad 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna  et  al 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

2 

670 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson 

ii 

7;  27 

1500;  3450 

Buffalo 

D’Anna  et  al;  Watson 

ii 

10 

517 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Watson 

ii 

20 

4800;  1  leucistic 

Buffalo  Harbor 

D&D  Suggs 

ti 

27 

331 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

Great  Egret 

5 

165 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Morien,  D’Anna,  Thomas 

it 

17;  18 

12;  10 

Squaw  1. 

Coleman;  Salembier 

ii 

20 

16 

Strawberry  1. 

Watson 

ii 

19;  22 

2;  166 

Iroquois  NWR 

Holmes;  Morien 

Green  Heron 

15L 

1 

Chadokoin  River 

Simmons 

Black  Vulture 

22,  25 

2,4 

Lewiston 

Potter,  D’Anna 

it 

28 

9 

Queenston  (Ont) 

Frid,  Holloway 

Osprey 

17 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna  et  al 

ii 

18L 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Barth 

Bald  Eagle 

12;  24 

14;  16 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morgante;  Morien 

a 

19 

4 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

ii 

27,  29 

83.  55 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Baird 

101 


Number 


Location 


Soecies 

October 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

22F 

h 

26 

Virginia  Rail 

3,5 

it 

15L 

Common  Gallinule 

19;  22 

American  Coot 

27 

M 

29 

Sandhill  Crane 

11 

u 

10;  16;  19 

Black-bellied  Plover 

12 

Semipalmated  Plover 

14L 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

16 

u 

24L 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

10,  19 

(t 

23 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

30 

Sanderling 

5 

u 

8;  17 

Least  Sandpiper 

7 

u 

21 L 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

30 

U 

30 

Dunlin 

5 

it 

19;  30 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

12 

u 

22L 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

25 

u 

30 

American  Woodcock 

29 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

25 

u 

27 

u 

27 

Little  Gull 

25 

u 

27 

it 

27 

it 

28 

Franklin’s  Gull 

31 

Thaver’s  Gull 

29 

Iceland  Gull 

29F 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

7 

u 

18 

M 

29 

II 

29 

U 

30 

Common  Tern 

2 

u 

27 

it 

27 

Forster’s  Tern 

27 

Pomarine  Jaeaer 

7 

<( 

8 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

1,2 

u 

5 

u 

7 

u 

7,  18 

u 

8;  27 

Jaeger  sp. 

7 

a 

8 

u 

25 

u 

26 

Barn  Owl 

20 

Short-eared  Owl 

6 

a 

24 

Northern  Saw-whet  Owl 

1-31 

Chimney  Swift 

6 

1 

Wheatfield 

1 

Yates 

1 

Amherst 

1 

Jamestown  Audubon 

3;  3 

Iroquois  NWR 

152 

Chautauqua  Lake 

75 

South  Dayton 

3 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

4;  3;  5 

Iroquois  NWR 

1 

Times  Beach  NP 

1 

Bird  1.  Pier 

1 

Bird  1.  Pier 

1 

UB  North  Campus 

4,6 

Iroquois  NWR 

3 

Bethany 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

2 

Wilson 

2;  1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

1 

Bird  1.  Pier 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

8 

Batavia  WWTP 

6 

Iroquois  NWR 

3 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

25;  52 

Iroquois  NWR 

2 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

5 

Amherst 

6 

Iroquois  NWR 

1 

Birdsall 

260 

Artpark  SP 

308 

Golden  Hill  SP 

800 

Buffalo 

1 

Artpark  SP 

1 

Beaver  1.  SP 

5 

Buffalo 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

1 

Devils  Hole  SP 

1 

Goat  1. 

1 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

1 

Buffalo 

1 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

5 

Goat  1. 

1  ad 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

1  1st-w. 

Batavia  WWTP 

42 

Wilson 

20 

Beaver  1.  SP 

31 

Buffalo 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

1,2 

Wilson 

3 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

2 

Erie  Basin  Marina 

1  darkjuv 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

i;  1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

1 

Buffalo 

2 

Golden  Hill  SP 

1 

Wilson 

1 

Shadigee 

1  dead 

West  Seneca 

1 

Hamburg  Town  Park 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

27  banded 

Wethersfield 

3 

Williamsville 

Observer(s) 

McIntyre 
D’Anna  (BOS) 

Kerr,  Coleman 

Kruitbosch 

Holmes;  Morien 

Berry 

VerHague 

Watson 

Holmes;  Beattie;  Holmes 

Brenner 

Rose 

Brenner 

Hollister 

Holmes 

Beattie 

Watson 

Morse 

Morgante;  Bosler 
Salembier 
Mitchell 
Watson 
Watson 
D’Anna  et  al 
Holmes;  Watson 
Fox 

Morien,  Barth 
Salembier 
Holmes 
Beattie 

D’Anna,  Potter 
D’Anna,  Morien 
Pawlicki 
D’Anna,  Potter 
Sharon 
Pawlicki 
D’Anna,  Barth 
D’Anna,  Potter 
Pawlicki,  Watson 
Pawlicki,  Watson 
D’Anna  et  al 
Morgante 
Watson 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

Watson 

D’Anna 

Sharon 

Pawlicki 

D’Anna  et  al 

Pawlicki 

D’Anna 

D’Anna 

Pawlicki 

Morse 

Manning  et  al;  Skevington 

D’Anna,  Morien;  D’Anna 

D’Anna  et  al 

D’Anna 

D’Anna 

Mitchell,  D’Anna  (BOS) 

Zymanek 

Happ 

D’Anna,  Barth 

Junkin 

Salembier 
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October 


Number 


Species 


8  6 


Ruby-thr.  Hummingbird 

8L 

1 

Hummingbird  species 

30 

1  dead 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

3 

2 

u 

11 

1 

tt 

30 

1 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

5 

4 

u 

5,  14 

11,  5 

Merlin 

1 

1 

u 

5 

1 

tt 

5 

1 

tt 

10 

1 

u 

17 

1 

II 

17 

1 

u 

18 

1 

u 

19 

1 

Peregrine  Falcon 

2 

1 

u 

2 

1 

K 

5 

1 

U 

19 

1 

Eastern  Wood-Pewee 

1 L 

1 

Northern  Shrike 

30F 

1 

31 

1 

White-eyed  Vireo 

25 

1 

tt 

28 

1 

Blue-headed  Vireo 

17L 

1 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

3L 

1 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

6;  16L 

1  ;  1 

Northern  Rough-w.  Swallow 

11 

1 

Tree  Swallow 

11;  19 

300;  250 

u 

12 

1490 

Bank  Swallow 

5L 

2 

Barn  Swallow 

12 

4 

Marsh  Wren 

31 L 

1 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

19 

31 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

19,  28 

21,  11 

it 

25 

11 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

1,3,4 

1 

u 

10L 

1 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

4 

1 

u 

14L 

1 

u 

14L 

1 

Wood  Thrush 

2 

1 

Northern  Mockingbird 

11 

1 

tt 

30 

1 

American  Pipit 

10 

29 

ii 

26 

6 

Lapland  Longspur 

14 

3 

Snow  Bunting 

25F 

4 

u 

26 

85 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

3 

1 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

9 

1 

tt 

14;  28L 

i;  i 

ii 

15 

1 

Nashville  Warbler 

12 

1 

ii 

17L 

1 

Hooded  Warbler 

5L 

1 

American  Redstart 

5 

1 

ii 

6L 

3 

Cape  May  Warbler 

2 

1 

Northern  Parula 

4;  6 

i;  2 

Magnolia  Warbler 

6;  9 

2;  1 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

6L 

1 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

6 

1 

Location 

Observers) 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Burrell,  Vandermeulen  et  al 

Point  Abino  (Ont) 

Williams 

Buffalo  State  College 

Markel 

Point  Gratiot 

Ziemba 

Emery  Park 

D’Anna 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Salembier 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 

Holmes 

Shelby 

Morien 

N.  Buffalo 

Yoerg 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Humann 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Krochuk  et  al 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Wasilco 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna  et  al 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

Amherst 

Hess 

Evangola  SP 

Pawlicki,  Watson 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna  et  al 

Iroquois  NWR 

Holmes 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 

Holmes 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Pomfret 

VerHague 

Point  Abino  (Ont) 

Williams,  Merritt 

Tifft  NP 

T  &  N  Ploger 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Tifft  NP 

Humann,  Fell;  Gainey 

Erie  Basin  Marina 

McGowan 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morgante;  Holmes 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Fox 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Pawlicki 

Iroquois  NWR 

Fox 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Wasilco 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

Williamsville 

Salembier 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Tonawanda  (night) 

Hess 

Buckhorn  1.  SP 

Sharon 

Williamsville 

Salembier 

Medina 

Morien 

Tifft  NP 

Salembier 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

Barre 

Morien,  Barth 

Yates 

D’Anna  (BOS) 

Wilson 

Barth 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Sharon 

Yates 

D’Anna  (BOS) 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Bethany 

Beattie 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier;Pawlicki, Salembier 

Lake  Erie  SP 

VerHague 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Salamanca 

Baird 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Tifft  NP 

Sharon;  Humann 

Alden 

Mitchell 

Tifft  NP 

Watson;  Humann 

Tifft  NP 

Humann;  Sharon 

Tifft  NP 

Humann 

Tifft  NP 

Humann 
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Species 

October 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

5 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

u 

9 

2 

Bethany 

Beattie 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

8 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Barth 

u 

14L 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Palm  Warbler 

14 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

u 

20L 

1 

Aurora 

Holmes 

Black-throat.  Green  Warbler 

8 

1 

RT  Peterson  Institute 

Kruitbosch 

u 

9 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Sharon 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

5 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Eastern  Towhee 

23 

1 

Alfred 

Brooks 

23 

1 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 

Holmes 

American  Tree  Sparrow 

24 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Clay-colored  Sparrow 

28 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Field  Sparrow 

25 

1 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

Vesper  Sparrow 

25L 

1 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

Savannah  Sparrow 

28L 

1 

Batavia 

Beattie 

Nelson’s  Sparrow 

3;  4;  5;  6 

3;  3;  4;  2 

Amherst 

Kerr;  Pawlicki;  Yoerg;  Morse 

Fox  Sparrow 

24  F 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Potter,  Morien 

tt 

24F 

4 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

u 

29 

2 

Birdsall 

Beattie 

u 

30 

6;  8 

Tifft  NP 

Salembier;  Morien  et  al 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

10.  17:  28L 

3,  2;  1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier;  Pawlicki, Salembier 

M 

15 

1 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 

Holmes 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

24 

130 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Morien,  Barth 

Scarlet  Tanager 

5L 

1 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

Northern  Cardinal 

28 

2  +  2  fl 

Salamanca 

Baird 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

5 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Rusty  Blackbird 

15 

40 

Chadakoin  River 

Simmons 

u 

17 

42 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

(i 

22 

53 

Shelby 

Morien 

Common  Grackle 

4 

900 

Grand  1. 

Hess 

Species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year:  296 

New  species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  recorded  this  month  and  on  the  October  Count:  4 

Total  for  the  year  (to  date)  2013:  300 


Statisticians’  Note:  If  any  observer  wishes  to  know  the  status  of  their  verification  report,  please  contact  the  Statisticians 
and  we  will  give  them  the  reasons  for  our  decision.  Please  advise  us  of  any  errors  in  the  Noteworthy  Records. 


(Top)  Pomarine  Jaeger 
photographed  by  Jim 
Pawlicki  at  Buffalo  Harbor  on 
October  7th,  (Bottom  Left) 
leucistic  Double-crested 
Cormorant  photographed  by 
David  Suggs  at  the 
international  railroad  bridge 
in  Buffalo  on  October  20th, 
and  (Bottom  Right)  a 
Lincoln’s  Sparrow 
photographed  by  Jim 
Pawlicki  at  Amherst  SP  on 
October  28th. 
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Report  of  the  78th  Annual  B.O.S.  October  Bird  Count 

Date:  October  13,  2013  Compiler:  Marcie  Jacklin 

Weather  on  count  day  was  relatively  mild  and  calm.  Skies  in  the  morning  ranged  from  clear  to  partly  cloudy  before 
turning  overcast  by  noon.  In  the  morning  hours,  winds  were  light  out  of  the  southeast,  becoming  calm  and  then  turning 
to  light  southwest  and  then  west  into  the  evening  as  a  weak  cold  front  with  an  associated  low  passed  through  the 
region  between  9:00  pm  and  mid-night.  Temperatures  were  comfortable  and  ranged  from  a  low  of  61  degrees  in  the 
morning  to  a  high  of  68  in  the  early  evening. 


Time 

Weather 

Temp 

Dew  Pt 

Pressure 

Dir/Wind 

Remarks 

Mid-night 

clear 

64 

38 

29.38 

SE/7 

3  am 

partly  cloudy 

61 

39 

29.41 

SE/7 

6  am 

partly  cloudy 

61 

39 

29.42 

S/7 

9  am 

partly  cloudy 

61 

48 

29.44 

S/3 

Noon 

overcast 

62 

52 

29.49 

calm 

3  pm 

overcast 

66 

55 

29.50 

S/11 

6  pm 

overcast 

68 

58 

29.47 

SW/5 

9pm 

overcast 

66 

58 

29.47 

W/7 

Passage  of  weak  cold  front 

Mid-night 

overcast 

62 

61 

29.50 

S/6 

Passage  of  weak  cold  front 

Compilation:  The  following  is  a  list  of  species  recorded  on  the  count  together  with  the  number  of  individuals  tabulated. 
Boldface  names  indicate  species  for  which  acceptable  written  verifications  were  received.  F  represents  first  and  L  last 
dates  for  the  fall  migration,  *  first  date  for  the  year.  Where  a  species  was  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections,  the 
section  numbers  are  given  in  parentheses  (  ). 


GEESE  -  HERONS 


Greater  White-fronted 

F  1 

(4) 

Unspecified  Scoter 

15 

(3,4) 

Cackling  Goose 

2 

(4) 

Long-tailed  Duck 

12 

(3,4,11) 

Canada  Goose 

2283 

Bufflehead 

3 

(7,12) 

Mute  Swan 

49 

Common  Goldeneye 

1 

(4) 

Tundra  Swan 

10 

(4) 

Hooded  Merganser 

31 

Wood  Duck 

295 

Common  Merganser 

370 

Gadwall 

103 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

189 

American  Wigeon 

182 

Ruddy  Duck 

376 

American  Black  Duck 

138 

Unspecified  ducks 

12 

(2) 

Mallard 

2395 

Unspecified  waterfowl 

92 

Blue-winged  Teal 

241 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

9 

Northern  Shoveler 

200 

(5,7,13) 

Ruffed  Grouse 

10 

Northern  Pintail 

54 

Wild  Turkey 

163 

Green-winged  Teal 

311 

Red-throated  Loon 

5 

(4,8) 

Unspecified  teal 

32 

(7) 

Common  Loon 

861 

(3,4,5) 

Canvasback 

1 

(7) 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

89 

Redhead 

6 

(13) 

Horned  Grebe 

95 

Ring-necked  Duck 

66 

Red-necked  Grebe 

2 

(4) 

Greater  Scaup 

25 

(9,11,13 

Eared  Grebe 

1 

(13) 

Lesser  Scaup 

217 

Brown  Booby 

1 

(11) 

Unspecified  scaup 

69 

(3,7) 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

6724 

Surf  Scoter 

47 

(3,4,8) 

Great  Blue  Heron 

155 

White-winged  Scoter 

32 

(3,4) 

Green  Heron 

3 

(2,12,13) 

Black  Scoter 

20 

(11) 

Black-crowned  Night-Heron 

4 

(7,9,20) 

ULTURES  -  COOTS 

Turkey  Vulture 

643 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

5 

(12,20,28 

Black  Vulture 

3 

(3) 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

L  2 

(13,16) 

Osprey 

4 

(3,5,13) 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

147 

Bald  Eagle 

34 

Unspecified  buteos 

1 

(2) 

Northern  Harrier 

’13 

Virginia  Rail 

1 

(3) 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

23 

105 

Sora 

L  1 

(11) 

CO  $ 


Cooper’s  Hawk 

30 

Common  Gallinule 

1 

(10) 

Unspecified  accipiters 

3 

(7,10,20) 

American  Coot 

397 

Sandhill  Crane 

2 

(6) 

LOVERS  -  TERNS 

Black-bellied  Plover 

L 

1 

(20) 

American  Woodcock 

1 

(11) 

American  Golden  Plover 

L 

1 

(20) 

Unspecified  shorebirds 

6 

(7) 

Semipalmated  Plover 

1 

(8) 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

28 

Killdeer 

469 

Ring-billed  Gull 

8781 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

1 

(8) 

Herring  Gull 

1353 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

26 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

4 

(7,9,11) 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

25 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

61 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

3 

(3,8) 

Unspecified  gulls 

467 

(3,7,11) 

Dunlin 

2 

(4,11) 

Common  Tern 

18 

(3,7) 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

6 

(3,13) 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

2 

(7) 

IGEONS  -  SWALLOWS 

Rock  Pigeon 

1586 

Unspecified  woodpeckers 

2 

(10) 

Mourning  Dove 

2230 

American  Kestrel 

30 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

10 

Merlin 

4 

(2,7,9) 

Great  Horned  Owl 

2 

(3,14) 

Peregrine  Falcon 

2 

(7,11) 

Barred  Owl 

8 

Eastern  Phoebe 

42 

Chimney  Swift 

L 

3 

(11) 

Blue-headed  Vireo 

13 

Belted  Kingfisher 

60 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

3 

(3,11,13) 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

2 

(5) 

Blue  Jay 

1851 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

187 

American  Crow 

2721 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

23 

Common  Raven 

11 

Downy  Woodpecker 

263 

Horned  Lark 

132 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

68 

Tree  Swallow 

775 

Northern  Flicker 

171 

N  Rough-winged  Swallow 

4 

(2,5) 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

36 

Barn  Swallow 

L 

2 

(1) 

Unspecified  swallows 

1 

(6) 

ITS  -  WAXWINGS 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

986 

Veery 

L 

2 

(4,10) 

Tufted  Titmouse 

82 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

2 

(2,4) 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

44 

Hermit  Thrush 

65 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

190 

Wood  Thrush 

L 

4 

(8,13,14) 

Brown  Creeper 

29 

American  Robin 

2934 

House  Wren 

L 

6 

Gray  Catbird 

46 

Winter  Wren 

25 

Northern  Mockingbird 

36 

Marsh  Wren 

8 

(3,10) 

Brown  Thrasher 

3 

(4,11) 

Carolina  Wren 

European  Starling 

2458 

73 

3 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

451 

American  Pipit 

174 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

329 

Cedar  Waxwing 

921 

Eastern  Bluebird 

244 

'ARBLERS  -  HOUSE 

P  A  R  R  0  W  S 

Lapland  Longspur 

F 

3 

(3) 

Savannah  Sparrow 

33 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

L 

1 

(9) 

Song  Sparrow 

716 

Tenessee  Warbler 

L 

4 

(13,18) 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

3 

(20) 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

5 

(13) 

Swamp  Sparrow 

136 

Nashville  Warbler 

3 

(3,9,11) 

White-throated  Sparrow 

1259 

Common  Yellowthroat 

4 

(13,16,17) 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

263 

106 


Cape  May  Warbler 

L 

6 

(13) 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

431 

Northern  Parula 

L 

1 

(9) 

Unspecified  Sparrows 

54 

Magnolia  Warbler 

L 

4 

(3,15) 

Northern  Cardinal 

330 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

L 

1 

(9) 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

9873 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

L 

10 

(3,9,13) 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

62 

Palm  Warbler 

16 

Rusty  Blackbird 

697 

Pine  Warbler 

6 

Common  Grackle 

5809 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

1207 

Unspecified  blackbirds 

593 

(4,7,8) 

Black-throated  Green 
Warbler 

L 

1 

(3) 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

814 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

L 

1 

(24) 

Purple  Finch 

134 

Unspecified  warblers 

6 

(12,20) 

House  Siskin 

296 

Eastern  Towhee 

27 

Pine  Siskin 

2 

(27) 

American  Tree  Sparrow 

F 

7 

American  Goldfinch 

833 

Chipping  Sparrow 

291 

House  Sparrow 

1488 

Field  Sparrow 

53 

unspecified  birds 

89 

(7,10,17) 

Vesper  Sparrow 

2 

(13,20) 

Summary  Information  -Total  Species  Observed . 166 

Total  Individual  Birds  Observed 115,953 

Comparisons  -  Associated  charts,  available  from  Marcie  Jacklin,  give  comparative  summary  information  for  the  most 
recent 

decade,  for  the  full  75  counts  and  decade  by  decade  since  1935.  A  chart  listing  totals  for  each  species  per 
section  for  the 

2013  count  is  also  available.  In  addition  the  following  notes  are  of  interest: 

RECORDS: 

First  count  record:  Brown  Booby  1 
Second  count  record:  none. 

Third  count  record:  Greater  White-fronted  Goose  1;  Black  Vulture  3. 

First  decade  record:  Brown  Booby  1; 

Second  decade  record:  Parasitic  Jaeger  2;  Veery  2;  Northern  Parula  1 ;  Wilson’s  Warbler  1 ; 

Third  decade  record:  Greater  White-fronted  Goose  1;  Tundra  Swan  10;  Eared  Grebe  1;  Black  Vulture  3; 
Virginia  Rail  1;  Sora  1;  Blackburnian  Warbler  1; 

INDIVIDUAL  SPECIES  SINCE  1935: 

Highest  count  since  1 935  (x  the  average):  Gadwall  1 03  (4.9x);  Common  Loon  861  (1 5.9x);  Brown  Booby  1 ; 
Double-crested  Cormorant  6724  (1 3.9x);  Great  Egret  55  (1 1  .Ox);  Black  Vulture  3;  Bald  Eagle  (8.5x);  Pileated 
Woodpecker  36  (4x);  Carolina  Wren  73  (10. 4x).  Total  of  9. 

Lowest  count  since  1935  (%  of  the  average):  None 

INDIVIDUAL  SPECIES  SINCE  2004: 

Highest  count  in  past  decade  (x  the  average):  Tundra  Swan  10  (lOx);  Gadwall,  103  (2.5x);  Blue-winged 
Teal,  241  (2.6x);  Hooded  Merganser  31  (1.6x);  Common  Loon  861  (2.8x);  Double-crested  Cormorant  6724 
(2.7x);  Great  Egret  55  (2.2x);  Bald  Eagle  34  (1 ,7x);  Virginia  Rail  1 ;  Common  Tern  18  (3x);  Parasitic  Jaeger  2; 
Pileated  Woodpecker  36  (1.4x);  Carolina  Wren  73  (2.3x);  Veery  2;  Northern  Mockingbird  36  (1.6x);  Black-and- 
white  Warbler  1 ;  Tennessee  Warbler  4  (4x);  Cape  May  Warbler  6  (6x);  Northern  Parula  1 ;  Blackburnian 
Warbler  1;  Wilson’s  Warbler  1 .  Total  of  21. 


Lowest  count  in  past  decade  (%  of  the  average):  American  Woodcock,  1  (25%);  Swainson’s  Thrush  2 
(22%).  Total  of  2. 

SIGNIFICANT  POPULATION  INCREASES  AND  DECREASES,  DECADE  1966-1975  TO  DECADE  2004-2013: 

This  report  continues  a  change  in  the  analysis  of  population  change.  Prior  to  1966  the  number  of  observers  on  these 
counts  was  fairly  stable  at  around  150.  In  1966  the  Lake  Erie  Bird  Club  of  Dunkirk,  the  Cattaraugus  Bird  Club,  the 
Allegany  Bird  Club  and  the  Jamestown  Audubon  Society  began  participating  in  the  counts  and  the  number  of 
observers  increased  to  approximately  250  where  it  has  remained  ever  since.  Given  this  stable  number  of  observers  it 


107 


may  be  more  revealing  to  compare  population  changes  from  the  decade  starting  in  1966  to  the  current  decade,  rather 
than  the  entire  count  period  to  the  current  decade,  as  I  have  done  in  the  past.  And  to  make  this  comparison  more 
scientifically  meaningful  t-testing  has  been  used  to  compare  the  birds  observed  in  the  two  ten  year  periods  in  order  to 
determine  if  there  has  been  a  statistically  significant  change  in  the  population  of  each  recorded  species.  Those  species 
whose  population  totals  are  statistically  significantly  different  at  the  95%  confidence  level  are  listed  below. 

INCREASES:  The  numbers  shown  indicate  the  multiple  by  which  the  decade  averages  have  increased  except  when 

no  sightings  occurred  in  the  first  decade,  in  which  case  the  numbers  in  parenthesis  indicate  the  total 
number  observed  in  each  of  the  two  decades: 

Cackling  Goose  (15/0);  Canada  Goose,  3.3x;  Mute  Swan,  (395/0);  Wood  Duck  1.5x;  Gadwall,  4.9x; 
Mallard,  1.9x;  Northern  Shoveler,  22. 8x;  Ring-necked  Duck,  7. lx;  Hooded  Merganser,  4.9x;  Common 
Merganser,  15. lx;  Red-breasted  Merganser  7.6x;  Ruddy  Duck,  10. 7x;  Wild  Turkey  4.9x;  Red-throated 
Loon  (22/0);  Common  Loon,  48.2;  Red-necked  Grebe,  14x;  Double-crested  Cormorant,  3516. lx; 

Great  Blue  Heron  1.6x;  Great  Egret,  (250/0);  Turkey  Vulture,  15.8x;  Bald  Eagle,  67. 7x;  Sharp-shinned 
Hawk,  2.9x;  Cooper’s  Hawk,  3. lx;  Red-tailed  Hawk,  1.5x;  Ring-billed  Gull,  1.7x;  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gull,  (19/0);  Rock  Pigeon,  2. lx;  Mourning  Dove  5.3x;  Eastern  Screech  Owl,  1.9x;  Barred  Owl,  2.5x; 
Red-bellied  Woodpecker,  36x;  Pileated  Woodpecker,  3.6x;  Merlin,  19.5x;  Peregrine  Falcon,  23x; 
American  Crow,  1.3x;  Common  Raven,  (239/0);  Tufted  Titmouse,  13. 8x;  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  1.9x; 
Carolina  Wren,  6.7x;  Eastern  Bluebird,  2  3x;  Northern  Mockingbird,  3.8x;  Pine  Warbler  20. 5x;  Northern 
Cardinal,  1.5x;  House  Finch,  189. 3x.  Total  =43  species;  Observers,  l  .lx. 

DECREASES:  The  numbers  shown  indicate  the  percentage  to  which  the  averages  have  decreased  to  except  when 

no  sightings  occurred  in  the  last  decade,  in  which  case  the  numbers  in  parenthesis  indicate  the  total 
number  observed  in  each  of  the  two  decades: 

American  Wigeon,  29%;  American  Black  Duck,  24%;  Ring-necked  Pheasant,  10%;  Ruffed  Grouse, 
30%;  Red-shouldered  Hawk,  60%;  Broad-winged  Hawk,  18%;  Common  Gallinule,  9%;  Sanderling, 
32%;  Dunlin,  22%;  Wilson’s  Snipe,  26%;  American  Woodcock,  17%;  Common  Nighthawk,  (14/0); 
Belted  Kingfisher,  59%;  Red-headed  Woodpecker,  15%;  American  Kestrel  51%;  House  Wren,  41%; 
Swainson’s  Thrush,  37%;  Wood  Thrush,  34%;  American  Robin,  54%;  Brown  Thrasher,  17%; 

European  Starling  77%;  Black-and-white  Warbler,  18%;  American  Redstart,  19%;  Cape  May  Warbler, 
15%;  Magnolia  Warbler,  8%;  Blackburnian  Warbler,  5%;  Chestnut-sided  Warbler,  8%;  Palm  Warbler 
40%;  Wilson’s  Warbler,  5%;  Eastern  Towhee,  28%;  Field  Sparrow,  31%;  Vesper  Sparrow,  2%; 
Savannah  Sparrow,  28%;  Song  Sparrow,  44%;  Dark-eyed  Junco,  46%;  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak, 

16%;  Red-winged  Blackbird,  47%;  Eastern  Meadowlark,  11%;  Brown-headed  Cowbird,  48%; 
American  Goldfinch,  52%;  House  Sparrow,  38%.  Total  =41  species 

Sections  and  Observers:  Names  of  section  compilers  are  in  boldface. 

1 .  Fonthill,  ON:  David  Cooper,  Lynne  Landon,  Julie  Tedesco,  Terry  Yonker 

2.  Thorold,  ON:  Brian  Ahara,  John  Black,  Paula  Clark,  Philip  Downey,  Jean  Hampson,  Bob  Highcock,  Carol  Horvat, 
Kayo  Roy,  Dan  Salisbury,  John  Stevens 

3.  Wilson,  NY:  Willie  D'Anna,  Kathy  Divito,  David  Muller,  Betsy  Potter,  Vicki  Rothman,  Anita  Wierzba 

4.  Middleport,  NY:  Brian  Morse,  Brook  Morse,  Holly  Sweeny,  Bill  Watson 

5.  Oak  Orchard,  NY:  Morgan  Jones,  Celeste  Morien,  Susan  O’Donnell,  Thomas  O’Donnell 

6.  Port  Maitland,  ON:  Jerry  Chappie,  Nina  Chappie,  Chauncey  Wood,  Sarah  Wood 

7.  Lowbanks,  ON:  Blayne  Farnan,  Jean  Farnan,  Joe  Fell,  Margaret  Partridge,  Jim  Rozanski,  Elizabeth  Wells 

8.  Fort  Erie,  ON:  Peter  BonEnfant,  Lynda  Goodridge,  Ron  Goodridge,  Alec  Humann,  Marcie  Jacklin,  Joyce 
Sankey,  Jim  Grassie 

9.  Grand  Island,  NY:  Michael  Galas,  Sylvia  Galas,  Ron  Hacker,  Sue  Hacker,  Bernie  Kester,  Karen  Lewis,  Debbie 
Mileleville,  Susan  O’Donnell,  Tom  O’Donnell,  Gerry  Rising 

10.  Akron,  NY:  Rick  Bacher,  Eli  Coleman,  Seaghan  Coleman,  Donna  DeLeon,  Robert  DeLeon,  Gary  Diamond,  David 
Gordon,  Damon  Praefke,  John  Welte,  Martha  Welte 

11.  Buffalo,  NY:  Alan  Books,  Sue  Barth,  Jay  Burney,  Jonna  Haman,  Ana  Hermandex-Balzac,  Barbara  Henderson, 
Marcie  Jacklin,  Scott  Kruitbosch,  Jajean  Rose-Burney,  Richard  Salembier,  Dwayne  Wood,  Peter  Yoerg 

12.  Lancaster,  NY:  Mark  Casell,  Greg  Coniglio,  Kurt  Fox,  Paul  Fuhrmann,  Linda  Holmes,  Ed  Hutton,  Mike  Morgante, 
Nathaniel  Young 

13.  Batavia,  NY:  Douglas  Beattie,  Sara  Chase,  Tony  Ciambor  Elaine  Dart,  Kurt  Fox,  Julia  Garver,  Tad  Gerace,  Jack 
Hartwig,  Bill  Kistner,  Jodi  Laird,  Pat  Lindsay,  KimMarie  Market,  Jane  Mason,  Max  Mason,  Shai  Mitra,  Jim 
Ochterski,  Joe  Salvadore,  Abby  Stone,  Garry  Stone,  Ginny  Tiede,  John  Volpe,  Mary  Volpe 

14.  Hamburg,  NY:  Bob  Andrle,  Ken  Brandes,  Carolyn  Goff,  Tim  Goff,  Fred  Harrington,  Glena  Leous,  Mark  Leous, 
Nancy  Vigyikan,  Paul  Vigyikan 

15.  Java,  NY:  Ed  Ratajczak,  Sally  Uzunov 
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16.  Angola,  NY:  Chris  Budniewski,  Raymond  Budniewski,  Audrey  Horbett,  Frances  Rew 

17.  Cattaraugus,  NY:  Joe  Mitchell,  Bert  Schweigert 

18.  Delavan,  NY:  Doug  Happ,  Jim  Landau,  Karen  Landau,  Rick  Thomas,  Jim  Wojewodzki 

19.  Fillmore,  NY:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Russell  Allen,  Sean  Phelan,  Sean  Phillips 

20.  Dunkirk,  NY:  Lake  Erie  Bird  Club:  William  Baker,  Susan  Besemer,  David  Byrant,  Lucy  Bryant,  Chris  Budniewski, 
Raymond  Budniewski,  Amy  Choboy,  Sylvia  Clarke,  Rober  Deszcz,  Paul  Farver,  Joanne  Goetz,  Thomas  Goetz, 
Joseph  Gula,  Carol  Hardenberg,  Terry  Mahoney,  Judy  Mosher,  Terry  Mosher,  Robert  Peterson,  Pamela 
Rossotto,  Jeanine  Smith, 

21.  Cherry  Creek,  NY:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society.  Jim  Berry,  Steve  Maggio,  Tom  Simmons,  Bob  Sundell 

22.  Sherman,  NY:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Jim  Berry,  Susan  Lawton,  Linda  O’Brien,  Bob  Sundell,  Kirk 
Vanstrom 

23  Frewsburg,  NY:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Jim  Berry,  Ruth  Lundin,  Bob  Sundell 

24.  Salamanca,  NY  and  Allegany  State  Park:  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club:  Tim  Baird,  Bert  Schweigert,  Karen 
Schweigert 

25.  Allegany,  NY:  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club:  Tim  Baird,  Jeff  Reed 

26.  Cuba,  NY.  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Russell  Allen,  David  Cross,  Denton  Willett 

27.  Bolivar,  NY:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Russel  Allen,  Wilma  Sanford 

28.  Alfred,  NY:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Russell  Allen,  Dan  Babcock,  Betsy  Brooks,  Mary-Lou  Cartledge,  Jerry 
Cartledge,  Diane  Converso,  Luann  Cornell,  Peter  Finaly,  Peter  Gradoni,  Geri  Hills,  Ralph  Hills,  Barbara  Kubiak, 
Kathleen  McDonald,  Ralph  Peterson,  Ann  Pipal,  J.  Robert  Pipal,  Ken  Reichman,  Ernest  Rositzhe,  Lynn  Rositzhe, 
Tara  Soule,  Wilma  Taggart,  Tim  Timbrook,  Katie  Weiman 

Total  Number  of  Observers:  165 


(Top)  Two  images  of  a  Thayer’s  Gull  photographed  by  Jim  Pawlicki  at  Niagara  Falls  State  Park  on  October  28th.  The  top  left 
image  shows  the  THGU  in  the  front  and  the  right  image  shows  the  bird  with  it  wings  spread. 

(Bottom)  Two  images  of  an  adult  female  Brown  Booby  photographed  by  Dominic  Sherony  at  Buffalo  Harbor  on  October  9th. 
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Buffalo-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 

Bird  Hotline  1-877-698-3261  (if  busy  866-321-4255  or 
614-384-2335) 

Jan  1.  Wednesday.  Dunkirk-Fredonia  CBC.  Compiler:  Joanne 
Goetz,  goetz@netsync.net  or  716-673-1627. 

Jan.  8:  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  at  Cummings  Room  of  the 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Dave  Spiering,  Tifft  NP  staff 
ecologist  will  present  a  talk  on  “Cavity  Nesters”.  Dave  has  done 
extensive  field  research  on  the  cavity-nesting  birds  in  the  Black 
Hills  region  of  South  Dakota  and  at  our  own  Tifft  NP.  Dave  will 
also  discuss  habitat  improvement  projects  at  Tifft. 

Jan.  19  (Sunday):  January  Waterfowl  Count  and  mid-winter 
Bald  Eagle  Survey.  The  count  period  is  from  Jan.  18-26. 
However,  counters  are  urged  to  use  the  target  date  of  Sunday, 
Jan.  19,  if  at  all  possible,  weather  permitting.  Compiler:  Jim 
Landau  at  941-3869  or  landaujr@gmail.com 

Feb.  12:  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  at  Cummings  Room  of  the 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Holly  Sweeney  and  Bernie 
Kester  will  present  the  program:  "Birds  of  Brazil  the  lower 
Amazon  &  Pantanal”. 

Mar.  1  -  May  15:  Hamburg  Hawkwatch  at  Lakeside  Memorial 
Park  in  Hamburg  (off  Camp  Rd.  between  Routes  5  &  20).  Stop 
by  between  10  AM  and  3  PM  (weather  permitting)  and  sharpen 
your  raptor  I.D.  skills!  Contact  Jim  Landau  to  volunteer  as  a 
counter  or  for  additional  info  (716-  941-3869  or 

Mar.  12:  Wednesday.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  at  Cummings 
Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Marcie  Jacklin  will 
discuss  the  results  of  the  BOS  October  Count  and  David 
Gordon  will  discuss  the  results  of  the  BOS  Christmas  Count. 

Mar.  29:  Saturday.  Lake  Ontario  Plain  Field  Trip  for  early 
spring  migrants.  Leader:  Willie  D’Anna  751-3637  or 
dannapotter@roadrunner.com.  Meet  at  8  a.m.  at  Tops  Market  in 
Wright's  Corners.  This  is  on  the  east  side  of  Route  78  at  Route 
104,  north  of  Lockport. 

Chuck  Rosenburg  will  not  be  leading  the  Niagara  County,  New 
York,  Owl  Field  Trip  any  longer.  We  would  like  to  thank  Chuck 
for  his  many  years  of  service.  If  you  would  like  to  lead  the  Owl 
trip  or  any  other  Field  Trip  please  contact  Bill  Watson  at 
williamwatsonsr(q)aol.  com 


LAKE  ONTARIO  PLAIN  FIELD  TRIP  - 
OCTOBER  26,  2013 

Willie  D’Anna,  Trip  Leader 

Twenty-two  birders  attended  the  field  trip  to  eastern  Niagara 
and  western  Orleans  Counties  today.  The  wind  made  it  far  from 
comfortable  but  most  everyone  was  prepared  for  it  and  seemed  to 
enjoy  themselves.  Our  traditional  first  stop  at  Barker  Bicentennial 
Park  produced  a  lot  of  COMMON  LOONS  and  a  couple  RED- 
THROATED  LOONS,  including  one  close  to  shore.  HORNED 
GREBES,  GREATER  SCAUP,  BUFFLEHEAD,  all  three 
SCOTERS,  RED-BREASTED  MERGANSERS,  LONG-TAILED 
DUCKS,  RING-NECKED  DUCK,  MALLARDS,  BLACK  DUCKS, 
and  GREEN-WINGED  TEAL  (2)  were  sighted  here. 

Next  up  was  a  walk  at  Golden  Hill  State  Park  but  the 
abundant  juncos  and  white-throats  of  two  days  earlier  were  not  to 
be  found.  GOLDEN-CROWNED  KINGLETS  were  one  of  the  few 
species  seen.  With  wind-driven  rain  now  coming  down,  we  drove 
around  to  check  some  fields  and  had  some  good  success,  with 
AMERICAN  PIPITS  and  HORNED  LARKS  close  to  the  road,  a 
flock  of  80  SNOW  BUNTINGS  plus  another  group  of  five,  and  a 
distant  ROUGH-LEGGED  HAWK.  A  group  of  four  blue-morph 
SNOW  GEESE  flying  by  were  seen  by  only  two  people.  Then,  on 
Marshall  Road,  we  came  across  a  large  group  of  Canada  Geese 
in  a  field.  While  most  of  us  looked  from  our  cars  to  stay  dry,  Jim 
Pawlicki  and  Joe  Mitchell  braved  the  elements  and  Jim  picked  out, 
first  a  CACKLING  GOOSE  and  next,  a  GREATER  WHITE- 
FRONTED  GOOSE.  The  Cackler  flew  off  before  most  could  find  it 
but  with  considerable  effort,  most  people  were  able  to  see  the 
White-fronted  Goose. 

Next  we  went  to  Shadigee,  where  folks  ate  their  lunch  while 
others  watched  the  lake.  Here  we  had  many  of  the  same  birds  as 
at  Barker  Park  and  added  5  NORTHERN  PINTAIL  and  24 
GADWALL.  Joe  Mitchell  picked  out  a  distant  jaeger,  which 
chased  gulls  a  couple  of  times  and  flew  in  much  closer,  though  still 
pretty  far.  The  consensus  was  “probable  PARASITIC”.  Our  last 
stop  was  the  lake  in  Lyndonville,  where  Ken  Cohen  and  Bill 
Broderick  had  reported  four  Cackling  Geese.  However,  when  we 
got  there,  there  were  only  seven  geese  but  fortunately,  one  was  a 
close  CACKLING  GOOSE! 

All  in  all,  a  very  nice  day  with  some  good  birds  and  some 
wonderful  birders! 
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THE  MONTH:  November 


Gerry  Rising 


This  November  seemed  more  like  a  normal 
November  than  many  in  recent  years.  The  10  inches  of 
snow  was  2  inches  more  than  norma!  and  Thanksgiving 
holiday  hunters  had  6  inches  of  snow  on  the  ground  in 
the  middle  of  a  string  of  snowy  days  running  from  the 
23rd  to  the  29th.  The  first  measurable  snow  had  fallen  on 
the  11th.  The  monthly  averages:  temperature:  37.6°,  3.1° 
below  normal;  precipitation:  2.93",  1.08"  below  normal. 

More  important  as  it  affects  birding,  a  number  of 
strong  weather  systems  moved  through  the  region.  The 
first  of  those,  appropriately  on  November  1 ,  brought 
winds  of  up  to  61  mph.  Several  more  passed  through 
from  the  10th  to  the  14th  and  the  16th  to  the  18th.  And 
finally  a  synoptic  (large  scale)  low  passed  through  the 
region  on  the  night  of  the  26th. 

An  extremely  rare  visitor  reached  our  region,  almost 
certainly  brought  in  by  those  weather  systems,  and  I 
depart  from  the  usual  format  of  these  reports  to 
concentrate  on  this  individual.  The  visiting  species  was 
an  Elegant  Tern  which  was  first  found  by  Victoria 
Rothman  at  Beaver  Island  State  Park  on  November  20th, 
and  was  later  identified  by  Rothman  and  Jim  Pawlicki.  It 
was  then  seen  from  November  21st  to  23rd  at  the  north 
end  of  Squaw  Island  in  the  Niagara  River,  and  was  last 
seen  by  Kayo  Roy  and  others  in  Fort  Erie,  Ontario  on 
November  24th. 

The  Cornell  "All  About  Birds"  website  defines  this 
species’  normal  range  as:  "After  nesting  in  very  southern 
California  and  Mexico,  it  wanders  northward  to  northern 
California,  or  even  to  British  Columbia."  The  species  then 
usually  winters  along  the  west  coast  of  South  America. 
Ebird  shows  a  few  extra-range  records  of  this  bird  in 
Florida  and  along  the  Atlantic  Coast  but  I  can  find  no 
other  inland  records  east  of  New  Mexico.  Thus  this 
species  may  be  considered  at  least  as  unusual  as  the 
Brown  Booby  that  was  first  seen  here  last  month  and 
continued  to  be  observed  through  the  first  two  days  of 
this  month.  Also  like  the  booby,  this  tern  was  seen  by 

dozens  of  birders 
and  photographed 
at  very  close  range 
through  powerful 
telescopes  and 
cameras.  What  I 


find  even  more  impressive,  however,  is  the 
embarrassingly  high  quality  of  the  verification  reports  for 
this  bird  and  I  record  excerpts  from  two  here. 

Here  are  some  of  Jim’s  comments:  "A  medium-sized, 
orange-billed  tern,  about  the  size  and  bulk  of  a 
Bonaparte’s  Gull  although  with  slightly  larger  overall 
dimensions  (wings,  tail,  and  bill).  Standing,  the  mantle 
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and  wings  were  pale 
gray  with  whitish 
underparts  (neck, 
breast,  belly,  and 
undertail).  The  folded 
primaries  were  dark 
blackish-gray  and 
contrasted  noticeably 
with  the  pale  gray 
upperparts.  The 
forehead  and  lores 
were  white,  while  an 
extensive  black  mask 
was  present  across 
much  of  the  face.  The 
mask  completely 
encompassed  the 
dark  eyes,  wrapped 
around  the  nape,  and 
included  a  fairly  long, 
shaggy  black  crest  at 
the  rear  crown.  In¬ 
fight,  the  tail  feathers 
and  rump/uppertail 
were  mostly  whitish, 
although  with  darker 
blackish-gray 
markings  present 
near  the  tips  of  the 
outer  rectrices.  The 
majority  of  the 
primaries  and 
secondaries 
appeared  dark 
blackish-gray  except 
for  a  new  uniform 
pale  gray  inner 
primaries  and  outer 
secondaries  present 
on  each  wing.  The 
underwings  were  whitish  except  for  a  diffuse  blackish 
trailing  edge  to  the  primaries.  The  bill  was  bright  carrot- 
orange  in  coloration,  becoming  slightly  paler  yellow- 
orange  towards  the  tip;  in  shape  it  was  fairly  thin  and 
spike-like  with  a  weak  gonydeal  angle  and  a  barely 
perceptible  droop  throughout  its  length.  The  legs,  feet, 
and  eyes  appeared  dark  blackish.” 

"Per  Pyle’s  Identification  Guide  to  North  American 
Birds  Part  II  and  Olsen  and  Larsson’s  Terns  of  Europe 
and  North  America ):  Aged  as  a  first-winter  based  on  mix 
of  juvenile  and  formative/first-basic  plumage.  Dark 
blackish-gray  primaries  and  secondaries  indicate  juvenile 
feathers,  while  pale  gray  mantle  and  new,  pale  gray  inner 
primaries  and  outer  secondaries  indicate  formative/first- 
basic  feathers  molted  earlier  in  fall.  Separated  from  1st- 
winter  Royal  Tern  by  much  smaller  body  size,  thin,  spike¬ 
like  bill  with  little  gonydeal  angle,  relatively  long  black 
crest,  and  extensive  black  mask  lacking  partial  white  eye 
ring;  from  1st-winter  (Asian)  Lesser  Crested  Tern  by 
slightly  thinner  and  brighter  orange  bill,  paler  gray 
upperparts,  white  rump/uppertail  contrasting  slightly  with 
pale  gray  upperparts,  and  extensive  black  mask  lacking 
partial  white  eye  ring;  and  from  1st-winter 
'Cayenne'  (Caribbean)  Sandwich  Tern  by  bright  orange 
bill  lacking  dull  yellow-gray  coloration,  extensive  black 
mask  lacking  partial  white  eye  ring,  and  relatively  long 


black  crest." 

And  here  is  what  Bill  Watson  had  to  offer:  "Although 
not  as  heavy  looking,  the  Elegant  Tern  appeared  longer 
winged  and  longer  bodied  (10%  to  20%  longer)  than  the 
Bonaparte’s  Gulls  flying  and  resting  with  it.  The  orange 
bill  was  very  long  (nearly  one  and  a  half  head  diameters) 
and  very  thin  and  drooped.  The  bill  was  proportionally 
much  thinner  and  proportionally  much  longer  than  the  bill 
of  a  Royal  Tern,  and  proportionally  much  longer  that  the 
bill  of  a  Cayenne  Tern.  It  also  drooped  much  more  than  a 
Royal  and  Cayenne  Tern,  which  have  fairly  straight  bills. 
The  distal  third  of  the  bill  was  noticeably  a  lighter  orange 
than  the  basal  two  thirds,  which  also  separates  it  from 
Royal  and  Cayenne  etc.  Terns. 

"Typically  for  terns,  the  under  parts,  chin,  throat, 
breast,  belly  and  flanks,  upper  and  lower  tail  were  a  clean 
white.  The  forehead  and  crown  were  also  a  clean  white; 
however  the  hind  head  (and  possibly  part  of  the  upper 
nape  and  lower  proximal  crown)  was  black  with  a  shaggy 
crest  that  appeared  longer  than  the  shaggy  crests  of 
Royal,  Cayenne,  and  Sandwich  Terns.  The  shaggy  black 
of  the  hind  neck  extended  all  the  way  to  the  eye  in  the 
form  of  a  thin  line  about  three  eye  diameters  long  and 
one  eye  diameter  wide.  There  was  NO  LIGHT  EYE  RING, 
which  again  eliminates  Royal  and  Cayenne  Terns,  which 
have  thin  light  eye  rings.  The  back  and  dorsal  wing 


(Top  and  Bottom)  Elegant  Tern  and  Bonaparte’s  Gulls 
photographed  by  Willie  D’Anna  at  Squaw  Island  on 
November  21st. 
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surfaces  were  light  gray  and  seemed  slightly  darker  than 
the  backs  and  upper  wing  surfaces  of  the  Common  Terns 
near  it.  In  flight  I  could  see  that  the  dorsal  primaries  and 
adjacent  greater  wing  coverts  were  dark  gray,  and 
perhaps  about  60%  of  the  secondaries  had  a  fairly  broad 
gray  sub-terminal  band.  The  rest  of  the  upper  wing  was  a 
light  gray  similar  to  the  back.  A  light  gray  carpal  bar  was 
observed.  The  ventral  wing  was  white,  except  for  a  dark 
gray  trailing  (posterior  edge)  on  the  primaries.  This 
trailing  dark  gray  band  primary  band  was  similar  to  the 
trailing  dark  edge  of  a  non-breeding  Common  Tern,  but 
thicker  (about  40%  to  100%  thicker)  and  without  the 
wedge  that  a  Common  Tern  has.  The  short  legs  and  the 
feet  were  black.  They  did  not  have  the  orange-yellow  in 
the  feet  nor  the  orange-yellow  in  the  proximal  part  of  the 
leg  that  would  be  expected  with  a  Cayenne  Tern." 

Bill  also  quotes  a  message  from  Glenn  Coady  to 
Pawlicki:  "Jim,  one  of  the  other  flight  shots  you  took  today 
and  posted  on  your  Flickr  site  shows  the  diagnostic  very 
small  white  tips  to  the  4th  and  5th  pair  of  rectrices  for 
Elegant  Tern,  that  help  to  rule  out  Lesser  Crested  Tern 
and  Sandwich  (Cayenne)  Tern  in  1st  cycle.  (See  Klaus 
Mailing  Olsen  and  Hans  Larsson  -  Terns  of  Europe  and 
North  America  -  page  65,  Figure  5).  Nice  shots!" 

I  record  those  verification  report  extracts  to  show  how 
careful  some  of  our  senior  birders  are  in  their 
identifications.  That  was  a  very  rare  encounter  and 
deserved  this  additional  attention.  (I  did  not,  however, 
include  them  to  discourage  anyone  from  writing  less 
detailed  reports.)  And  for  those  of  you  who,  like  me,  had 
no  idea  what  is  meant  by  the  "gonydeal  angle,"  the  gonys 
is  that  bump  on  the  lower  bill  of  birds,  mostly  noted  on 
gulls  and  terns  and  the  angle  is  the  upward  turn  from  that 
bump. 

Because  I  have  taken  so  much  space  with  that  one 
observation,  I  will  only  briefly  summarize  others,  noting 
that  photographs  now  typically  support  verification  reports 
and  in  some  cases  even  serve  as  a  substitute 

A  Ross's  Goose  (p)  was  found  on  the  7th  in  Java  and 
the  Barrow's  Goldeneye  (p)  had  returned  to  its  usual 
location  off  Point  Breeze  in  Lake  Ontario  by  the  29th.  The 
Brown  Booby  (p)  was  last  seen  on  the  2nd  in  Lowbanks, 
Ontario,  when  it  flew  off  to  the  west  from  where  it  roosted 
among  rocks  on  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  The 
Batavia  treatment  plant  turned  up  its  usual  good  records: 
a  Blue-winged  Teal  on  the  16th,  a  maximum  134 
Northern  Shovelers  on  the  21st  and  1600  Ruddy  Ducks 
on  the  4th,  and  a  single  Eared  Grebe  on  the  16th.  A 
maximum  8000  Red-breasted  Mergansers  was  recorded 
in  the  Buffalo  Harbor  on  the  18th. 

Rough-legged  Hawks  appeared  on  the  4th  and  6th 
and  a  Golden  Eagle  (p)  passed  over  Fort  Erie  on  the 
25th.  Both  Purple  Sandpiper  and  Red  Phalarope  (p)  were 
found  in  the  river  above  Niagara  Falls  on  the  30th.  Black¬ 
legged  Kittiwakes  (p)  were  observed  along  the  Niagara 
River  from  the  10th  on  and  a  single  Sabine's  Gull  (p) 
appeared  in  the  Barcelona  Harbor.  On  the  18th  the 
Bonaparte's  Gull  population  appeared  to  peak  at  10,000 
in  the  Niagara  River.  The  first  of  what  would  become  a 
major  incursion  of  Snowy  Owls  (p)  was  observed  in  Olcott 
on  the  20th. 

Two  foolhardy  Tree  Swallows  lingered  until  the  24th 
in  Oakfield.  A  Lark  Sparrow  (p)  was  recorded  in  Fort  Erie 


for  at  least  two  days  beginning  on  the  25th.  Winter  field 
birds  continued  to  appear:  a  dozen  Snow  Buntings  on  the 
3rd,  others  from  mid-month  on  with  a  maximum  of  1090 
in  Golden  Hill  State  Park  on  the  15th;  as  many  as  12 
Lapland  Longspurs  in  various  spots  on  the  29th  and  30th; 
and  75  Horned  Larks  in  Bethany  on  the  30th.  There  were 
few  winter  finches  recorded:  one  Redpoll,  a  total  of  five 
Pine  Siskins  and  no  crossbills  or  winter  grosbeaks.  There 
was,  however,  a  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  (p)  at  a 
Gowanda  feeder  on  the  13th  and  14th. 


(Top)  First-cycle  Black-legged  Kittiwake  photographed  by 
Sue  Barth  at  Squaw  Island  on  November  11th,  (Middle) 
First-cycle  Franklin’s  Gull  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at 
Squaw  Island  on  November  11th,  and  (Bottom)  Little  Gull 
photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Squaw  Island  on  November 
23rd. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Verification 
Date  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and 
placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high 
counts  for  the  species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting 
methods  used  by  observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  or  juv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Bruce  Chilton  88 
Pryor  Ave.,  Tonawanda,  NY  14150;  Email:  BChi314159@aol.com 


Species 

November 

Number 

Location 

Q.bserYer(s) 

Snow  Goose 

2,3 

1,  31  bl 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 

Holmes 

5 

5 

Port  Colborne  (Ont) 

B&J  Farnan 

u 

16 

3  bl+1  wh 

Oakfield 

Watson 

u 

28 

1  wh 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

Ross’s, .goose 

7 

1 

Java 

Kerr 

Brant 

3 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Cackling  Goose 

3 

1 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

D’Anna 

u 

10,  21, 25 

3,  4,4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien  et  al 

(C 

15 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna,  Barth  et  al 

u 

16 

3 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

u 

28 

3 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 

Holmes 

(( 

29 

3 

Point  Breeze 

Morien 

Mute  Swan 

4 

5 

Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

Sharon 

(t 

10 

8 

Lewiston 

McGowan 

Tundra  Swan 

3 

2 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

D’Anna,  Potter 

7 

18 

Buffalo 

Mitchell,  D’Anna  et  al 

u 

8,  23 

64,  169 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon 

u 

9 

31 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Watson 

u 

21 

4 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morien 

Wood  Duck 

12 

1 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 

Holmes 

Gadwall 

2 

82 

Morgans  Point  (Ont) 

Watson 

u 

3 

81 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

D’Anna,  Potter 

it 

3;  14 

55;  40 

TifftNP 

Rose-Burney;  Sharon 

it 

10 

79 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Blue-winged  Teal 

16L 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Northern  Shoveler 

16;  21 

95;  134 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson;  Morien 

it 

21 

40 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Northern  Pintail 

10 

217 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien,  Martin 

Green-winged  Teal 

10 

411 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien,  Martin 

it 

16 

38 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

u 

30 

1 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

D’Anna  et  al 

Canvasback 

2 

1 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

18 

1  m 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna,  Barth  et  al 

Redhead 

9;  17 

40;  42 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Watson;  Berry 

25 

28 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 

Ring-necked  Duck 

3 

103 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

it 

16 

59 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Greater  Scaup 

23 

500 

Niagara  Falls 

Rose-Burney 

Lesser  Scaup 

16 

53 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

ii 

17 

590 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

King  Eider 

18F 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Pawlicki,  Fried  et  al 

Harlequin  Duck 

24 

2 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Pawlicki,  Barth 

Surf  Scoter 

1 

23 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson 

it 

18 

11 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna  et  al 

White-winged  Scoter 

1 

1 

Buffalo 

Watson 

ii 

19 

108 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna,  Morien 

ii 

20 

6 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Salembier 
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Species 

November 

Number 

Location 

Qbseryer(s) 

Black  Scoter 

7 

15 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Pawlicki 

8 

3 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Leenders  et  al 

M 

6,  20 

5,  14 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson 

Long-tailed  Duck 

14 

300 

Buffalo 

Watson 

M 

23,  28 

1,3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

Bufflehead 

9 

650 

Bird  Island  Pier 

Coleman 

u 

14 

1620 

Buffalo 

Watson 

Common  Goldeneye 

26,  28 

1 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 

Holmes 

Barrow’s  Goldeneve 

29 

1 

Point  Breeze 

Barth,  Morien 

Hooded  Merganser 

3;  10 

68;  70 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien;  Morien,  Martin 

M 

16;  17 

103;  118 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry;  Leenders 

<1 

20 

111 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

7;  18 

3950;  8000 

Buffalo  Harbor 

D’Anna  et  al;  Watson,  Pawlicki 

u 

11 

2146 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Kruitbosch 

u 

18 

1200 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D’Anna  et  al 

u 

22 

1750 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Berry 

Ruddy  Duck 

2 

112 

Dunnville  (Ont) 

Watson 

« 

3 

95 

S.  Dayton 

VerHague 

u 

3 

20 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

u 

4 

1600 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morien,  Happ 

u 

16 

211 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Watson 

M 

18 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D’Anna  et  al 

Red-throated  Loon 

14 

1 

Buffalo 

Watson 

M 

15,  19 

63,  55 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna  et  al 

U 

18 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

8 

68 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Leenders 

Horned  Grebe 

9 

107 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Watson 

M 

19;  20 

48;  62 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Pawlicki;  Watson 

Red-necked  Grebe 

15;  19 

11;  7 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna  et  al;  D’Anna,  Morien 

Eared  Grebe 

16 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Brown  Booby 

1;  2 

1  fern 

Lowbanks  (Ont) 

Gelsinger;  Roy,  Rising  et  al 

Double-crest.  Cormorant 

1 

2090 

Buffalo 

Watson 

u 

7 

1060 

Buffalo  Harbor 

D’Anna  et  al 

u 

20 

317 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson 

Great  Egret 

16L 

1 

Cambria 

Pawlicki 

Cattle  Egret 

3 

1 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Blk. -crowned  Night-Heron 

16;23,28 

2;  1,  1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague;  Goetz 

Black  Vulture 

5;  10 

6;  4 

Lewiston 

Muller;  Morse 

Turkey  Vulture 

24 

13 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Barth 

Bald  Eagle 

9;  23 

4;  2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson;  Goetz 

u 

10 

53 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Baird 

u 

10 

3 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Pawlicki 

u 

16 

2;  3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson;  Holmes 

II 

20 

2 

Strawberry  1. 

Watson 

Northern  Goshawk 

10F 

1  juv 

Port  Weller  (Ont) 

Salisbury,  Black  et  al 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

3 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

4 

2 

Somerset 

D’Anna 

it 

6 

1 

Charlotte 

J&K  Landau,  Rew 

ii 

11 

1  dark 

Ward 

Brooks 

ii 

15 

1  dark 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna,  Potter,  Barth 

Golden  Eagle 

25 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Pryor,  Manning 

Common  Gallinule 

3L 

1 

Port  Colborne  (Ont) 

BonEnfant,  Jacklin 

American  Coot 

7 

20 

LaSalle  Park,  Buffalo 

D’Anna  et  al 

ii 

8 

830 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Leenders 

ii 

9,  20 

280,  307 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson 

u 

16 

115 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Sandhill  Crane 

20 

1 

RTPeterson  Institute 

Kruitbosch,  Leenders 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

3,7 

3,  1 

Bird  1.  Pier 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell 

u 

3,  21L 

1,  1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

2 

1 

Morgans  Point  (Ont) 

Watson 

ii 

3L 

5 

S.  Dayton 

VerHague 

Purple  Sandpiper 

30 

2 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Dunlin 

3 

1 

Bird  1.  Pier 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell 

115 


Species  November  N,  umbel 


u 

3 

18 

ft 

7 

13 

u 

9 

18 

u 

18 

8 

American  Woodcock 

17 

1  dead 

Red  Phalarope 

30 

1 

Black-legged  Kittiwake 

10;  11;  13 

1;  i;  2 

u 

18 

1 

u 

24 

1 

u 

25 

1 

Sabine’s  Gull 

19;  20 

1 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

18 

10000 

IC 

22 

1500 

Little  Gull 

1 

5 

u 

1  -23 

1 

ft 

7 

3 

Franklin’s  Gull 

5;  6;  8 

1;  1 

u 

7;  9 

1  1st  winter 

u 

10  -21 

1  -2 

Herring  Gull 

29 

750 

Iceland  Gull 

19 

1 

(i 

24;  27 

4;  3 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

10 

6 

it 

13 

2 

u 

24;  27 

4;  4 

Glaucous  Gull 

5 

1 

u 

19 

2 

u 

27;  29 

3;  3 

u 

28 

1 

Eleaant  Tern 

20 

1 

u 

21, 23 

1 

u 

21 

1 

u 

24 

1 

Common  Tern 

1,  21 

20,  7 

a 

1;  6;  25 

56;  27;  3 

a 

1;  9 

14;  1 

a 

18 

2 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

1 

5 

u 

10;  18 

1;  1 

Snowy  Owl 

20F 

1 

a 

23 

1 

a 

29 

1 

a 

30 

2 

a 

30 

2 

a 

30 

1 

Short-eared  Owl 

26;  30 

4;  2 

a 

29 

1;  6 

a 

29 

7 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

28 

1 

a 

30 

1 

Merlin 

7;  14 

1;  1 

a 

16;  17,  21 

2;  1,  1 

Peregrine  Falcon 

1 

1 

a 

7;  10 

1;  1 

a 

9;  30 

1;  1 

Northern  Shrike 

3,  21 

1,  1 

a 

5 

1 

a 

16 

1 

a 

26 

1 

a 

30 

1 

Common  Raven 

1 

2 

a 

6,  21 

2,2 

a 

29 

3 

a 

30 

2 

Location 

Observer!?) 

Wainfleet  (Ont) 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Pawlicki,  D’Anna  et  al 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson,  Pawlicki 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna  et  al 

Buffalo 

Mrozek 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

D’Anna,  Poort 

Squaw  1. 

Pawlicki;  Barth;  D’Anna  et  al 

Broderick  Park,  Bflo. 

Watson 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Peck,  Hoar 

Devils  Hole  SP 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Pawlicki  et  al;  Kruitbosch 

Squaw  1. 

Watson 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Berry 

Buffalo 

D’Anna  et  al 

Squaw  1. 

Watson,  Pawlicki  et  al 

Bird  1.  Pier 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell 

Devils  Hole  SP 

Potter;  Barth;  Morien 

Adam  Beck  Hydro  (Ont) 

Holden;  Jacklin 

Squaw  1. 

Pawlicki,  Salembier  et  al 

Lewiston 

Guthrie 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna,  Morien 

Lewiston 

D’Anna  et  al;  Pawlicki 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Kruitbosch 

Niagara  Falls 

Morien  et  al 

Lewiston 

D’Anna  et  al;  Pawlicki 

Devils  Hole  SP 

Potter 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna,  Morien 

Lewiston 

Pawlicki;  Guthrie 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Rothman,  Pawlicki,  Watson,  Barth 

Squaw  1. 

Pawlicki 

Squaw  1. 

D’Anna,  Watson,  Roy  et  al 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Roy  et  al 

Buffalo 

D’Anna 

Squaw  1. 

Pawlicki;  Watson;  D’Anna 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Pawlicki;  Sharon 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Morien,  D’Anna  et  al 

Buffalo 

D’Anna  et  al 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Pawlicki;  Brenner 

Olcott 

Weber 

North  Java 

Kunze;  Hardy 

Cambria 

R&S  Hacker;  Thomas 

Yates 

J&K  Landau,  Wojewodzki 

Niagara  Falls  Airport 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Johnston 

Shelby 

S&T  O’Donnell;  Morien,  Barth 

Chautauqua  Co.  Airport 

Berry;  Leenders 

Alden 

Casell 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Landon 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

J&K  Landau,  Wojewodzki 

Buffalo 

D’Anna;  Humann 

Salamanca 

Seth  Berry;  Baird 

Squaw  1. 

Watson 

Buffalo 

Pawlicki,  D’Anna;  Pawlicki 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson;  VerHague 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 

Holmes 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Batavia  WWTP 

Watson 

Tonawanda  WMA 

S&T  O’Donnell 

Shelby 

J&K  Landau,  Wojewodzki 

Squaw  1. 

Guthrie 

Alfred 

Brooks 

South  Valley 

Pawlicki 

Manila 

Holmes 
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SDecies 

November 

Number 

Location 

Qb§eryer(§) 

Horned  Lark 

30 

75 

Bethany 

Beattie 

Tree  Swallow 

1 

5 

Batavia  WWTP 

Fox 

M 

10 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

U 

12.24L 

12,  2 

Oakfield 

Mitchell 

Northern  Rough-w.  Swallow 

1 

35 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

Pawlicki 

it 

2;  10 

30;  84 

Goat  1. 

Rose-Burney;  McGowan  et  al 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

3 

85 

Forestville 

VerHague 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

30 

1 

Niagara  Falls  (Ont) 

D’Anna  et  al 

Eastern  Bluebird 

22 

8 

Tillman  Road  WMA 

Salembier 

ti 

26 

2 

Aurora 

Holmes 

American  Pipit 

16 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Lapland  Longspur 

29 

4 

Vineland  (Ont) 

Smith 

it 

29 

2 

Dunkirk  Airport 

VerHague 

ic 

30 

12 

Yates 

J&K  Landau,  Wojewodzki 

u 

30 

1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

it 

30 

1 

Middlebury 

Beattie 

Snow  Bunting 

3,  16 

12,  1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

it 

15 

1090 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna  et  al 

it 

27 

255 

Bethany 

Beattie 

it 

29 

80 

Dunkirk  Airport 

VerHague 

it 

29 

55 

Middlebury 

Beattie 

Northern  Parula 

3L 

1  fern 

Rock  Point  PP  (Ont) 

Coo 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

16 

1 

Goat  1. 

Pawlicki 

ii 

17 

2 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Eastern  Towhee 

12 

1 

Ashford 

Rosenburg 

Lark  Soarrow 

26 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Miller,  Barth 

ii 

25 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

D’Anna,  Potter 

ic 

26 

1 

Fort  Erie  (Ont) 

Roy  et  al 

Savannah  Sparrow 

27 

1 

Lewiston 

Pawlicki,  D’Anna 

Fox  Sparrow 

12 

1 

Ashford 

Rosenburg 

ii 

28 

10 

Aurora 

Holmes 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

24 

1 

Alfred 

Brooks 

ii 

24,  27 

1,2 

Bethany 

Beattie 

ii 

25,  28 

1 

Wilson  (f) 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

13.  14 

1 

Gowanda  (f) 

Russell 

Rusty  Blackbird 

28 

1 

Sinking  Ponds  NP 

Holmes 

Common  Grackle 

7 

1 

Tonawanda 

Hess 

u 

19 

1 

Lancaster 

Morgante 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

16 

45 

Tonawanda 

Hess 

ii 

29 

9 

South  Valley 

Pawlicki 

Common  Redpoll 

30F 

1 

Beaver  1.  SP 

Sharon 

Pine  Siskin 

23 

2 

Squaw  1. 

Platt 

ii 

24 

3 

Forestville  (f) 

VerHague 

Species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year: 

300 

New  species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  recorded  this  month: 

2 

Total  for  the  year  (to  date)  2013: 

302 

Statisticians’  Note:  If  any  observer  wishes  to  know  the  status  of  their  verification  report,  please  contact  the  Statisticians 
and  we  will  give  them  the  reasons  for  our  decision.  Please  advise  us  of  any  errors  in  the  Noteworthy  Records. 
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(Left)  Barrow’s  and  Common  Goldeneyes  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Point  Breeze,  Ontario  on  November  29th,  (Middle) 
Ross’s  Goose  photographed  by  Tom  Kerr  at  Java,  NY  on  November  7th,  and  (Right)  Lark  Sparrow  photographed  by  Sue  Barth 

at  Fort  Erie,  Ontario  on  November  26th. 
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Winter  -  Spring  Calendar 

Buffalo-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 

Bird  Hotline  1-877-698-3261  (if  busy  866-321-4255  or 
614-384-2335) 

Feb.  12:  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  at  Cummings  Room  of  the 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Holly  Sweeney  and  Bernie 
Kester  will  present  the  program:  "Birds  of  Brazil  the  lower 
Amazon  &  Pantanal”. 

Mar.  1  -  May  15:  Hamburg  Hawkwatch  at  Lakeside  Memorial 
Park  in  Hamburg  (off  Camp  Rd.  between  Routes  5  &  20).  Stop 
by  between  10  AM  and  3  PM  (weather  permitting)  and  sharpen 
your  raptor  I.D.  skills!  Contact  Jim  Landau  to  volunteer  as  a 
counter  or  for  additional  info  (716-  941-3869  or 
landaujr@gmail.com ) . 

Mar.  12:  Wednesday.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  at  Cummings 
Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Marcie  Jacklin  will 
discuss  the  results  of  the  BOS  October  Count  and  David 
Gordon  will  discuss  the  results  of  the  BOS  Christmas  Count. 

Mar.  29:  Saturday.  Lake  Ontario  Plain  Field  Trip  for  early 
spring  migrants.  Leader:  Willie  D’Anna  751-3637  or 
dannapotter@roadrunner.com.  Meet  at  8  a.m.  at  Tops  Market  in 
Wright's  Corners.  This  is  on  the  east  side  of  Route  78  at  Route 
104,  north  of  Lockport. 

Apr.  9:  Wednesday.  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  at  Cummings 
Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Timothy  T. 
DePriest,  the  New  York  State  DEC  Niagara  River  Habitat 
Specialist  will  discuss  “Habitat  improvement  of  the  Niagara 
River  and  the  New  Frog  Island.”  Tim  is  also  Chairman  of  the 
Niagara  Greenway  Ecological  Standing  Committee. 

May  14:  BOS  Meeting  at  7:00  PM  at  Cummings  Room  of  the 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Dave  Spiering,  Tifft  Nature 
Preserve  Ecologist,  will  present  the  program  “Cavity 
Nesters.”  Dave  studied  cavity-nesting  birds  in  the  Black  Hills  for 
his  Master’s  Thesis.  He  will  also  discuss  the  woodpeckers  at 
Tifft  based  on  25  years  of  data  from  local  birders,  as  well 
as  recent  and  future  improvements  at  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  to 
enhance  bird  habitat. 

June  11 :  Wednesday.  The  last  meeting,  the  Annual  June 

Picnic  will  be  held  at  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  (off  Fuhrman  Blvd), 
and  followed  by  a  short  field  trip  of  Tifft  Nature  Preserve.  Bring 
your  dinner  and  we  will  eat  at  6:00  PM  near  the  Visitor  Center. 


Chuck  Rosenburg  will  not  be  leading  the  Niagara  County,  New 
York,  Owl  Field  Trip  any  longer.  We  would  like  to  thank  Chuck 
for  his  many  years  of  service.  If  you  would  like  to  lead  the  Owl 
trip  or  other  Field  Trips  contact  Bill  at  williamwatsonsr@aol.  com 
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(Top)  Brown  Booby  photographed  by  Kayo  Roy  at  Lowbanks, 
Ontario  on  November  2nd  (last  reported  sighting  of  this  rarity), 
(Middle  and  Bottom)  Golden  Eagle  photographed  by  Leonard 
Manning  at  Fort  Erie,  Ontario  on  November  25th. 


